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 ABSTRACT   
    

 Globalization is the buzz word of the day which emphasizes on free flow of capital, 
goods and manpower across the national boundaries followed by culture and traditions, having 
impact on the socio-political set up of the entire world as well as individual nation. This process in 
in its the present context emerged in the U.K and the USA in late eighties (1980s) and was adopted 
in India by the Rao-ManMohan Singh led Congress Government in nineties. The transport and ICT 
revolutions as well as rapid growth of economy made the world more confined and interactive and 
paved way for rapid transit of capital, goods and manpower across the boarders under the impact 
of GATT and WTO. However, this flow did not remain uniform and free from the halt and hesitant. 
The capital and goods are moving from developed world to 3rd world which is reverse in case of 
manpower. Indian economy also got a big boost under the impact of globalization in terms of per 
capita income, GDP rate as well as in growth of economy both in size and gravity. Not only the 
number of millionaires has increased rapidly, but also the entire economy has rapidly shifted from 
primary sector to ISB sector. Urbanization and Migration are the natural byproducts of 
globalization. Multi-National Corporations(MNCs) have flourished in era of globalization both in 
number and gravity, rendering wide job opportunities and better livelihood conditions in urban 
areas to the people accelerating mass migration not only within the national boundaries but also 
beyond it. It has adversely affected the urbanization process leading to unplanned and haphazard 
growth in urban areas poking many challenges to urbania like shortage of houses, infrastructure, 
public transport, electricity, water and other civic amenities,  besides the problems of pollution and 
environmental degradation. Moreover, the socio-economic disparities in Indian society are on the 
unimaginable height as most of the migrant population in the country is not in a position to afford 
and avail the basic amenities of cities, hence forced to live in substandard area or resulting into 
evolution of slums which are blots on the civilization and development. As the LPG process has 
completed two decades in India, hence a modest attempt has been made in the present paper to 
highlight the process of globalization and to assess its consequences on Indian demography 
particularly on growth of cities, migration and population explosion therein. Challenges to civic 
bodies as well as migrant population and its impact on the people as a whole has been examined in 
this write  

                
 Globalization is the buzz word of the day having sweet and sour impacts. It is the 

process in which the capital, goods and manpower (primarily) exchange freely across the nations 
boundary followed by culture and traditions. It has its own impact on the socio-political set up of 
the entire world as well as individual nations. The process of globalization in the present context 
emerged with initiatives taken by Marget Thature  (the U.K) and Ronald Reagan (the USA) in late 
eighties (1980s), but, it was made effective in India in 1991s when the Rao-Man Mohan Singh led 
Government of Congress Party opened Indian economy for LPG  process. The revolution in means of 
transport and communication (IT, Computer, Internet etc.) on one hand and rapid growth of 
economy  on the other, made world more confined and interactive. Accordingly, the free flow of 
capital, goods and manpower across the boarders in light of GATT and WTO was advocated. 
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However, this flow was not uniform and free from the halts and hesitant. The capital and goods are 
moving from developed world to 3rd world and in case of manpower the process is reverse. Indian 
economy has show rapid growth (8-9% GDP rate in 11th Plan) under the impact of globalization and 
become the 2nd fastest growing economy after China and the 4th largest one in the world. The 
number of millionaires is going up rapidly. The economy is rapidly shifting from primary sector to 
secondary and tertiary sectors and is becoming more and more complex. 

 Urbanization and Migration are directly related and the process of globalization has 
enhanced their speed many times. Trans National Companies (TNCs),  Multi-National Companies 
and Corporations (MNCs) have flourished in era of globalization both in number and gravity, 
rendering wide job opportunities and better livelihood conditions in urban areas to the people. 
That’s why more and more people are migrating to urban areas for bright future, not only within 
the national boundaries but also beyond it. In other words, globalization has boosted up the 
migration to such an extent that the urbanization process has been adversely affected by it 
particularly in 3rd world. Not only the urban population is rapidly growing in the country but also 
the cities are increasing in size and that too in such a haphazard manner that a number of 
challenges are poked to urban life. Shortage of housing, infrastructure, public transport, electricity, 
water and other civic amenities   on one hand and pollution and environmental degradation on the 
other are the miseries of the day. 

 Under the impact of globalization, the rich are becoming richer day by day and the 
poor, poorer causing glaring socio-economic disparities in Indian society. Most of the people 
coming to cities for better livelihood and future are not in a position to bear the rent and avail other 
basic amenities, hence are  forced to live in substandard area or  colonics which paved way for 
evolution of unauthorized colonies and slums like sea cucumbers.  These slums are the hell on the 
earth and a blot on the face of civilization and development. As the LPG process has completed two 
decades in India, hence it is pertinent to examine its impact on Indian society particularly in terms 
of urbanization and migration of people. A modest attempt has been made in the present paper to 
highlight the process of globalization and to assess its consequences on Indian demography, rapid 
growth of cities, migration and population explosion therein. Challenges to civic bodies as well as 
migrant population and its impact on the people as a whole has been examined in this write up. 

 

 Concept:  Before proceeding further on the topic, it is pertinent to define the term 
Globalization, Urbanization and Migration. According to Oxford Advanced Learner's Dictionary, 
"Globalization is the process in which different cultures and ecological systems around the world 
are becoming connected and similar to each other because of the influence of large multinational 
companies and of improved communication." Whereas Migration is defined as the movement of 
large number of people, birds or animals from one place to another.[1] In the present context it is 
basically concerned with migration of people which is both within the national boundaries as well 
as outside. Urbanization is the process by which the urban localities increase both in size and 
number due to technological advancement and subsequent transformation of economy from 
primary to secondary and tertiary sectors as well as migration of population from the rural areas to 
urban ones. Thus the density of population is comparatively higher in urban areas and greater part 
of its economy comes from the industry, business and service sectors. Moreover, urbanization has 
been considered as one of the parameters of development.  

 

Process and Impacts of Globalization: No doubt, the process of globalization is old 
one and imperialism and colonialism are its byproducts during the previous centuries. However, in 
its present form it came into existence with implementation of the World Trade Organization 
(WTO) in 1990s which emphasizes on free flow of goods, capital and manpower across the national 
boundaries, having the goals of better development opportunities to the third world which is 
ruthlessly exploited by the imperialist powers during 19th and 20th centuries. Thus WTO, 
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International Monetary Fund (IMF) and World Bank are the main forces behind the present process 
of globalization backed by the USA and other developed countries of the world which pretend to 
work for the all-round development of the entire world.  However, the hidden agenda of developed 
nations (G-7) particularly that of the USA is to ascertain their access to the market of 3rd world so 
that they can sell their products and techniques therein without any restriction or multiple tariff 
barriers. The process of globalization gave big boost to the market forces and the TNCs and MNCs 
increased both in number and gravity. Some of these expand over all the continents and own more 
financial resources and outlays than most of the countries in the world e.g. Coca cola, Pepsi, 
Reliance, General Motors, Maruti Suzuki, Tata, Vipro, Microsoft etc. These MNCs are flourishing on 
the resources of underdeveloped and developing countries on the bases of their technology, capital, 
huge production of goods and human resource management (HRM). These MNCs exorbitantly pay 
their CEOs and Personnel and get good return from them in lieu of it. These non state actors are not 
only becoming the main players of market but also deciding the fate of governments and politics in 
developing and under- developed nations. According to Kapjanimi and RBC’s report, a research firm  
on world wealth, ‘The property of rich persons  in the world has reduced by 1.7 % in 2011 and it 
has remained  42 lakh crore dollars with their total number coming down to 1.1 crore. The number 
of crorepati in India has also declined by 18 percent and all this has happened due to a slash of 33 
% in share market during 2011.’[2] 

With the advancement of globalization process, goods and capital were siphoned into the 
3rd world which paved way for their development directly or indirectly because these counties lack 
of capital and technology direly required for development. It has affluent the market with variety of 
good and products of international level, accordingly, their consumption is created in the domestic 
market. A number of brands of all types of items varying from consumerable to electronics, 
electrical to automobile can be seen in the market which generally lack of before globalization. As 
this foreign investment whether direct (FDI) or institutional (FII) primarily confined and focused 
on cities and in some stretches special economic zones (SEZs) were developed to facilities foreign 
investors, therefore, the process of urbanization got momentum.  However, this foreign investment 
has not remained uniform all over the country and a greater part of it concentrated into 5 states 
and that too in a few cities where law and order has not remained a problem. In other words hardly 
any foreign investment came for the north-eastern states, Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand and other 
naxalite effected areas which are also poverty prone regions in the country. 

The urban areas started growing both in number and size. The towns converted in cities 
and the latter in to the metros having far and wide job opportunities thereby. Accordingly, people 
from the rural areas took route of urban areas for employment both skilled and unskilled as well as 
better living conditions and future perspectives of their wards.  It leads to mass migration from 
rural to urban areas or activated the process of urbanization. However, this process brought both 
sweet and sour results with it.  On one hand, people got more and variety of jobs particularly in 
tertiary sector which developed rapidly in the last 2 decades in the country and on the other, a 
number of miseries also emerged with the process of urbanization. According to UNFDA’s report on 
World Population Status (2007), “Half of the world population (3.3 billion) will reside in urban 
areas by 2008 which indicates an invisible but of far-reaching consequences situation. The urban 
population will cross the digit of 5 billion by 2030 and majority of this new urban population will be 
poor. The future of this population, future of cities in developing countries as well as that of entire 
humanity will largely depend upon the policy decisions of the day in this regard”.[3] In the last 2 
decades, the urban population in India has become almost double and a number of mega cities (35) 
has come into existence having more than 10 Lakh population. Delhi, Mumbai and Kolkata are 
among the 10 most popular metros in the world. [4] As per data of Census 2011, more than 1/3rd of 
Indian population is residing in urban areas and its growth has remained far high in some cities as 
compared to the overall decadal growth in the country. The urban population had increased from 
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28.92 % to 34.79 % during 2001-2011, the growth rate in the NCR sub-region had jumped from 
34.13 % to 53.19 %.[5]     

With the advancement of LPG process, huge foreign investment came to India having over 
300 billion $ foreign reserve and a GDP rate of 8 to 9% during 11th Plan whereas it was in a pitiable 
situation before introduction of this process in1991. According to Forbes Magazine, “Every 25th 
billionaire in its list of 1200 people for 2011 is an Indian”. Thus globalization process paved way for 
development in the country particularly in I.T., Computer, Automobile, Management, Finance, 
Human Capital, Real Estate etc. there has remained a boom. A number of youths from the country 
joined TNCs and MNCs both in India and abroad and this group of employees is highly paid which 
has carried home a new culture and way of life. Thus the consumption level and standard of citizens 
have shown revolutionary change and a sizable number of consumers of branded items have 
emerged. However, it does not mean that there was no side effect of all this as this prosperity 
enlarged the gap between the rich and the poor. On one hand there are Managing Directors (MD) 
and Chief Executive Officers (CEO) like Sunil Bharti Mittal, the chairman of Bharti Airtel, the 
telecom giant in the country who has received salary and other perks @ of Rs 27.5 crore per annum 
in 2010-11 and on the other, about 10 percent of the urban and rural population in the country is 
forced to live on a pitiable amount of Rs 23 and Rs 17 per head per day respectively as per the latest 
survey report of NSSO (2012).It is pertinent to mention here that the Planning Commission in its 
criterion of BPL has declared Rs 22,42 and Rs 28.65 per head per day for rural and urban areas 
respectively and it  got wide criticism. The issue does wind up here; half of the rural population in 
the country lives on Rs 33.34 per head per day whereas 70 % of urban population is forced to live 
on mere Rs 43.16 per day. [6]  Still over 35 crore people in the country are living in miserable 
condition and below the poverty line which is more than the total population of any country in the 
world except China. The percentage of BPL population crossing the threshold barrier is just half 
(4.8%) in urban areas as compared to the rural (8%). [7] Therefore, poverty is in more vicious form 
in urban areas as compared to the rural. 

Thus on one hand, the skyscrapers, maals and multiplex developed in urban areas, on the 
other, slums also increase both in number and size. Education and human resource development 
and management got the centre stage in process of globalization and it becomes a lucrative 
business attracting global capital as well as manpower. A number of educational institutes mostly in 
private sector emerged in the country with variety of courses and curriculum. Over 7 lakh seats of 
engineering (B.E./ B.Tech.) are available in the country at the moment whereas this number was in 
thousands only at the dawn of globalization. Similar is the position in other courses like MBA, BCA, 
MCA, B Ed,  B. Pharma, D. Pharma, Diploma in polytechnics etc..Most of these institutions were 
opened in urban areas, hence motivated the skilled and semi-skilled manpower for employment as 
well as the parents and their wards for education to migrate towards cities. However, majority of 
these institutions could not retain the quality of education as their priority was to earn more and 
more money rather providing education in real sense, hence they produced the worthless lot of so 
called skilled youths in buffer who has little demand in the market. According to E. Shridharan, the 
pioneer of Delhi Metro Train and Konkan Railway, “Only 12 % engineers in the country are fir for  
job or work whereas 52 % of them can be made fir for it by providing quality of training but 36 % 
are not fit for even for training.” His observation is based on a survey conducted over 34,000 
students of 198 engineering colleges in 13 states. The reasons behind this sorry state of affairs are 
the emergence of engineering colleges in the country like sea cucumber for earning money under 
political patronage, their poor quality of education, infra structure, faculty and obsolete syllabi. In 
Andhra Pardesh alone there are 700 engineering colleges and Haryana has the capacity of over 1 
lakh intake per annum.[8] Contractualism and outsourcing become the main mode of hiring 
services in the LPG era. 

India is the youngest country in world having over 50% of its population in age group of 15-
35 years which is an important asset for it if given proper direction and utilized for national 
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development. It is this young population which has not only marked its presence in the USA and 
European Union particularly in technology and professional services but also contributed a lot in 
Indian development by sending dollars at home. Over 3 crore people of Indian origin (PIO) or NRIs  
are living in different countries  in the world and they have a hey to say in the Politics-
administrative set up of these countries. The GOI has decided to extend them Right to vote in the 
country to ascertain their active participation in the development and policy formulation activities. 
The contribution and dependency of population particularly the rural over primary sector has 
reduced significantly due to better opportunities in secondary and tertiary sectors, which are 
prevailing in urban areas. It allures the rural population for migration in urban areas resulting into 
over congestion in cities, development of sub-urban areas, unauthorized colonies in cities and 
slums. This tendency is on the rise with the increasing awareness among the urbania and the 
Residents  Welfare societies coming into existence which have virtually checked the infiltrations of 
migrants therein. Thus on one hand, the density of population in posh areas and authorized 
colonies has decreased or come to stagnation, on the other it is increasing  in unapproved colonies 
and slums, causing an unbalanced development. For example Mumbai’s population has grown from 
90 lakh to 1.40 crore during 2001-11 and that of Gurgaon by 45% in the last decade (2001-2011) , 
the situation in other cities is almost the same. Faridabad has 2.13 lakh slum population 
constituting about 1/4th of its total. Daya Basti, Inderpuri, Khayala, Mayapuri,  Mangolpuri,  
Jamunapar colonies, J.J. colony etc in New Delhi are the slums very thickly populated having none of 
the basic facilities and are the real hell on the earth. Thus the slums constitute over 15 % of the 
total population in the country. Delhi has 1.8 million slum population, excluding the people living 
on tracks, railway stations and bus stands, Besides, 1 % of its population is that of street children. 
These slums are really a blot on the face of civilization which is also putting at stake the civic 
amenities of surrounding localities. In spite of it, the contribution of these people in urban 
development particularly as service providers like domestic servants, labour engaged in 
construction, potters, drivers, rickshaw pullers, security guards etc. is significant one. 

India lagged behind China, the second largest economy of the world, in export growth rate 
in fiscal 2011. As per WTO’s latest report, “India attains the No.1 position in export growth rate 
(16.1%) in 2011 whereas China is at No.2 with export growth rate of 9.3%. However, the export of 
duo nations has declined as compared to 2010 which was 22% (India) and 28.4% (China).” The 
experts are of the opinion that this growth rate has been achieved with diversification of markets 
by the efforts of government and exporters. Inspite of prevailing recession in the USA and European 
market, Indian export are supported by Latin America and African bazars besides North-Eastern 
Asian  and Chinese. According to WTO, the Asian trade growth rate has remained 6.6% in 2011 due 
to India and China whereas it is 5% at the global level. The export of professional services has 
remained highest in E.U. i.e. of 789 billion $ during this period followed by the USA, China, India and 
Japan.[9] 

However, the other aspect of this picture cannot be overlooked. The external debt in India 
has increased from US $ 83.8 billion in 1990-91 to US $ 317 billion by June, 2011 and is expected to 
go beyond US $ 320 billion by the end of March, 2012. Thus, almost 4 times increase in foreign debt 
has been noted in the last 2 decades. The multilateral and bilateral debt share of total external debt 
has decreased from 24.94 % to 15.84 % and 16.90 % to 8.48 % respectively during 1990-91 to 
2010-11. The long term debt proportion has decreased from 89.80 % to 78.75 % and short term 
debt proportion increased from10.20 % to 21.25 % in the total external debt during above period. 
Similarly, the main currency component in external debt is US $ which has increased upto 59.90 % 
in 2010-11 as compared to 41.40 % in 1993-94. The share of government debt in total external 
debt has reduced from 58 % to 25.55 % whereas that of non government debt increased from 42 % 
to 74.45 % during 1990-91 to 2010-11.[10]  
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Challenges: The rapid process of urbanization led to mass mobilization and population 
explosion in urban areas and its gravity has remained more around the metro and big cities. 
However, the respective civic bodies could not respond properly to the rising pressure of migration, 
hence the sanitation and other basic amenities are adversely affected and in a number of cases 
slums also sprouted. The main challenges to this transit urbanization under the impact of 
globalization are as under: 

 

1. Lack of Basic Amenities: Most of the cities in the country irrespective of their 
size are reeling under the pressure of mass migration. Accordingly, a number of 
unauthorized colonies are developing in their vicinity. As there is no proper 
planning and this haphazard growth of population resulted into lack of basic 
amenities like water, electricity, health care, housing etc. for the original 
residents as well as this newly migrated population. It ultimately resulted into a 
number of scourges, diseases and other miseries in contrary to the expectations. 
 

2. Lack of Infrastructure: Due to the population explosion in urban areas, the 
available infrastructure is too short to the demands of this huge population. The 
rising prosperity equipped majority of population with motor vehicles and other 
means of transport and communication whereas the infrastructure facilities 
could not enlarge accordingly. That’s why due to inadequate infrastructure; 
traffic jams, over congestion in market and roads, in hospitals and educational 
institutions etc. are becoming the order of the day. The layman is the worst 
affected  in this entire process as he/she has neither ample resources to manage 
and  meet  out these requirements at ones level, nor remained aloof of all this. 

 

3. Problem of Housing:  Though the jungle of concrete is increasing day by day 
with skyscrapers and multiple buildings, yet thousands of people are forced to 
live in open. The shelter or house is one of the basic needs of human-being but 
the unplanned urban development and population explosion therein have caused 
acute shortage of houses in urban areas.  A Number of unauthorized colonies or 
slums have developed to meet out this requirement but these are adding in their 
woes rather reducing. In spite of Indra Awas Yojana, Rajiv Awas Yojana, 
Jawaharlal Nehru Urban Renewal Mission and Mahatma Gandhi Urban Malin 
Basti Yojana in operation for the last many years, nothing concrete has been done 
in this regard and still a larger chunk of the population particularly from the 
lower strata are forced to sleep in the open sky in the streets and footpaths. More 
than 10% houses are falling deficient to their requirement. It is just impossible 
for a lower and middle class person to purchase a house in big cities despite 
disposing of properly somewhere else. The Real Estate mafia has overcome the 
market and escalated the prices surprisingly high varying from Rs. 20,000 to 
50,000/- per sq. yard in the outer shirkit of middle range cities what to speak of 
the metros and that too in posh areas? 
 

4. Lack of Education Institutions:  The government could not develop 
educational Institutions in urban areas as per the rising demand of new 
population. That’s why a number of private institutions came into existence 
which are extorting the layman on one pretext or the other particularly in the 
name of public schools, technical and professional education. Now the  situation 
is that government and added schools are poorly equipped and are dominated 
only by those students who belong to the deprived sections or  whose parents are 
interested more in their scholarship and other pecuniary  benefits rather their 
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education. In spite of this fact that the GOI has passed the RTE Act, 2009 which 
emphasized on universalization of education free of cost and compulsorily among 
the children of 6-14 years group. In light of this Act, the Haryana Government has 
also imposed section 134-A of Haryana Education code in which it has been made 
mandatory that 25% of the total seats in private schools should be filled up from 
students of BPL families but in reality none of the private school is interested in 
complying with this direction and are taking one excuse or the other to 
implement this provision. 
 

5. Problem of Sewage & Disposal: Despite acute shortage of electricity and safe 
drinking water, there is equal problem of sewage and disposal in urban areas. The larger the city, 
greater is the problem of sewage and disposal. The same can be assessed by seeing the over flowing 
sewerage in the cities. Even in the pitch dark, one can assess from the sting of disposal wastes while 
entering the city by road or railways that some city has come. This sting will become more and 
more pungent with the increase in size of the city. For example, it is too difficult to enter Delhi, 
Mumbai, Kolkata and other metro cities via railway tracks. It one has to see the hell on the earth, 
then the slums developed around these tracks are the real samples. 

With more than half of the NCR population living in urban areas, the government had 
undertaken up gradation of sewerage on a massive scale. Currently, the tota available sewerage 
capacity in the NCR sub region comprising 20 towns was around 472 million liters per day (MLD). 
While 259 MLD capacities were in Public health Engineering Department (PHED) areas, 118 MLD 
was in HUDA areas. The areas falling under the Faridabad and Gurgaon Municipal Corporations 
accounted for 65 MLD and 30 MLD respectively. Similarly, work was on to create 452 MLD capacity. 
The Haryana government wants the Centre to release funds for creating 931 MLD capacity in the 
HUDA and PHED  areas, besides those under the Faridabad and Gurgaon  Municipal Corporations. 
While Rs 1,315 crore would be required for the construction of sewage treatment plants with 931 
MLD capacity, Rs 338 crore would be needed for laying additional pipelines. The money is likely to 
be expended in the 12th Five Year Plan.[11] 

 

6. Over-congested Roads & problems of Traffic jam: On one hand, the  globalization 
process enhanced the purchasing power of  middle and upper classes to such an extent that they 
are purchasing their own cars and these too of different models and larger in size, on the other, the 
roads have not broadened accordingly. Almost 10 times traffic has increased in metros in the last 2 
decades leaving roads over- congested and packed. A little hurdle may cause 4 to 6 hours jam 
therein. The other cities are not far behind in this race. For want of proper traffic rules and parking 
in the cities as well as adequate infrastructure in accordance to the auto mobile thronged on the 
roads, jams problem has become so frequent and common that everything is at the mercy of God. 

 

7. Overburdened Public Transport: Due to population explosion in cities, the public 
transport particularly the railways are overburdened. A number of people commute daily from 
their homes to cities for job and other services. Sometimes, this number is so high that the other 
passengers have to face such an awkward and embarrassing situation before this crowd of daily 
passengers who are enjoying the facilities at nominal cost. The situation becomes worst in 
unreserved seats. It is too difficult to purchase railway ticket in big cities where long queues are the 
order of the day. Even the Delhi Metro train system cripples under the massive pressure of 
commuters during peak hours. 

 

8. Poor Service Delivery System: The service delivery system in the country is by and 
large poor and it becomes poorer further under the pressure of population explosion which adds to 
the woes of urban population. The worst sufferers are the lower and middle class population and 
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particularly these migrated from rural areas. It leads to strikes, road jams and other law and order 
problems. 

 

9. Problem of Security as well as Law and Order: The haphazard and uncontrolled 
urbanization has created the problems of security as well as that of law and order. In absence of 
proper Land Acquisition Policy at the national level, land acquisition and issues emerging thereby 
are becoming a serious problem of law and order all over the country. The crime rate is on the 
higher side in most of the cities and the worse affected are the women and children. There are a 
number of opportunities with the criminals to commit offence and ran away or hide in such 
localities which are not accessible to the police and law enforcing agencies. Most of the slums and 
unauthorized colonies which are densely populated in the big cities are den of crime and other 
illegal activities. 

 On 4-08-2012, Geetika Sharma, the Director of MDLR airlines owned by Gopal Kanda, the 
Minister of State for Home Affairs, Government of Haryana and a renowned industrialist, 
committed suicide in Delhi at her residence and blamed the latter for this with ms Aruna Chadha, 
the Executive Director of the company. Two days after, Fiza  alias  Annuradha Bali, the former 
Additional Advocate General, Punjab and the estranged wife of Chand Mohamad alias Chander 
Mohan, the former Deputy C M of Haryana, was found dead in her flat in Chandigarh in conspicuous 
manner. Both these cases are of high profile having wide implications.   On 9-08-2012, a girl student 
in GJU, Hisar was murdered by his estranged boyfriend by silting her throat. The next day, a 
Faridabad based call centre worker was gang raped (by 10 persons) and one of the assailants was 
known to her. On the same day, a 25 year old Mumbai lawyer Pallavi Purukayastha was murdered 
by the watchman of her building. The murder followed a failed bid to rape her at knife point. In all 
the three cases the offenders were in one way or the other acquainted with the victims. As per the 
National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) report for 2011,  the total 24,206 women were raped 
across the country during 2011, and in 7619 cases’, the rapist happened to be a neighbour i.e. in 
over 30% offences against  women, the offender happens to be the neighbour or known person.  
Delhi, the national capital, has reported 453 cases of rape which is the highest in the country of the 
total 2,579 cases reported in 88 cities analyzed by the NCRB. Thus every fifth rape in an urban area 
is committed in Delhi, hence has been shown as ‘the rape city’ of India. Mumbai followed Delhi with 
221 rapes while Bhopal was third with over 100 cases. In 2009 the figure stood at 6,948 and it 
jumped to  7,6 19 in 2010.In Madhya Pradesh, neighbor figured in 1849 cases of rape out of total 
3,406 cases, constituting over 50% of the total cases. These figures are only for reported cases. 
Many cases go unreported as women do not come forward because of threat, family prestige or 
simply out of shame ect.  The main issue of concern here is that the number of neighbour or known 
persons –who traditionally were perceived to be a part of the social security net- involved in rape 
cases, was increasing. It is a serious threat to our social fabric also.[12]   

 

Conclusion: The process of globalization has opened new vistas for development 
particularly to the 3rd world as their population has got wide opportunities of job abroad. Moreover, 
the money sent by this migrant population to their home has directly and indirectly contributed a 
lot in their national development. According to the World Bank recent report ‘Global Migration and 
Remittance’ the total money send by the migrant people to their home all over the world is 534 
billion dollar ($) in 2012-13 of which the share of developing countries is 406 billion $. Indians are 
at the top in developing nations in this regard with an amount of 70 billion $ (Rs 3.85 lakh crore) 
followed by Chinese (66 b. $), Maxicon and Philipines (24 b. $ each). The Nigeria (21 b. $), Egypt 
(18b.$), Pakistan (14b. $) and Vietnam (9b. $) are the other countries who are the big gainer from 
their migrant population. This capital is growing @ of 6.5 % per annum which was 351 billion $ in 
2011-12 and India was also at the top in developing countries with a net gain of 58 billion $.[13] 
The globalization process has boosted urbanization causing mass mobilization and migration from 
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rural areas to urban for better livelihood. The wealth and technology siphoned in India by the MNCs 
opened new vistas for jobs and employment in urban areas. This migration has remained not only 
within the national boundaries but also across it. The MNCs paid lofty package to the skilled youths 
which paved way for unlocking the human capital and education got priority in this regard. A 
number of educational institutions- general, technical and professional were opened. The layman of 
the country got aware regarding the quality of education for their children so that they can get 
better job opportunities. The MNCs also rushed to open new educational institutions. Many of these 
institutions come in collaboration with foreign educational institutions. The investment in banking, 
finance, Telecom, Infrastructure development, real estate etc. brought prosperity in the country, 
which was primarily confined to urban areas, hence wide employment scope emerge in secondary 
and tertiary sectors alluring the rural masses towards cities. Accordingly, the prices of land shoot 
up surprisingly thereby and its affect percolate even on agriculture land.. However, this prosperity 
could not percolate to all the sections of the society.  The gap between the rich and poor is going 
wider day by day in urban areas. The newly migrated population particularly from weaker sections, 
is deprived of the basic amenities and are forced to live in substandard vicinities or in unhygienic 
environment. It also adversely affected these conditions for the inhabitants. On one hand, this 
migrated population contributed in development by one way or the other, on the other it also 
created a number of problems in civic areas including acute shortage of housing, water, electricity, 
infrastructure and other basic civic amenities. 

India is going under urbanization with fastest speed in BRICS nations. According to the 
Indian Reality: Through the Looking Glass Report, “Urbanizations is going rapidly in India and if it 
goes on with this speed then India’s urban population will be 85 crore by 2050 which will be equal 
to the cumulative population of the USA, Brazil, Russia, Japan and Germany at present. This transit 
urbanization is resulting into skyscraper towers and other infra structure developments therein. 
Even small cities are reflecting overhauling changes like establishment of Maals, Multiplex, Complex 
buildings, widen roads, flyovers, bridges etc. Moreover, it has opened new vistas in the field of Real 
Estate and development of basic infra structure for which a huge working manpower both skilled 
and unskilled is required. The issues of land acquisition should be dealt sincerely and on priority 
bases by giving due attention to the cause of people whose lands have been acquired so that 
unnecessary law and order problems can be avoided. .Thus the urban areas and population is 
growing rapidly and in haphazard manner which needs to pay attention well in time by the policy 
makers and executors, otherwise it will poke a serious challenge to Indian polity. At present 64 % of 
Indian population lies in the age group of 15-64 years and it is the working population. Whereas 
35% of the population is in 15-34 years age group which is the youth populations for which large 
scale planning and investment are required. It will ultimately contribute in development due to 
better earning and purchasing power. Moreover, the future development of the nation largely 
depends upon the proper planning and utilization of this huge manpower. This workforce has vital 
potentiality which needs to cater properly. [14] 

    The urban bodies should be made more participatory and the vacancies lying therein 
should be filled up without delay. The service delivery mechanism needs to be toned up and more 
attempts should be made to diversify foreign investment particularly for creating job opportunities 
in rural areas. As majority of migration in urban areas is attracted by service sector but its 
limitations cannot be overlooked, therefore, the activities concerning to primary and secondary 
sectors should be strengthened to reduce pressure on service sector. Rural industrialization, proper 
implementation of social welfare and development schemes like PURA, MNREGA, National Rural 
Livelihood Mission (NRLM), National Rural Health Mission (NRHM), National Food Security Mission 
etc. are the need of hour to curtail pressure on urban areas and migration therein The National 
Food Security Bill, 2011 which is in the pipe-line, will prove instrumental in checking mass 
migration and eradication of a number of miseries prevailing in urban areas. Long term planning 
and indigenous models for urban development like that of China are the need of hour, as more and 
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more population is coming in urban domain with the passage of time. Forceful and unplanned 
development of illegal colonies and slums should be checked at the earliest as the land mafia is 
active in this entire process and is thriving under political patronage. The Punjab and Haryana High 
Court gave a big blow to Haryana government efforts to regularize such illegal and unplanned 
colonies (548) developed by a nexus of politicians and colonizers by allowing a PIL on the issue. 
Similar orders have been passed in case of Punjab government’s move to regularize its (over 1000) 
illegal and unauthorized colonies.[15] Over 10,000 electricity connections taken for tube wells are 
still in operation in urban areas in Haryana whereas the agriculture land meant for has been sold 
far ago and at present there is no agriculture land. They are enjoying electricity and water facilities 
at throw away prices. Such irregularities should be checked well in time.[16]  

Satellite cities should be developed adequately to reduce pressure on Metros. Public 
transport and infra-structural facilities should be developed and managed on the line of Delhi 
Metro system to meet out the demand imposed. Health, hygiene and environmental issues should 
be kept in high esteem. The maintenance and management of public assets and infra structure 
should be the top priority not only of the government but also that of citizens. Until such feelings of 
belongingness and accountability are developed among the people and public functionaries, India 
cannot meet out the urban challenges and to attain the target of sustainable development. 

Delhi has been designated at 4th rank out of 72 cities of 32 countries in a conference held in 
Singapore in July, 2010 which is really a matter of appreciation. Development, greenery, decline in 
pollution and participatory planning and redressal of public grievances are some of the initiatives 
taken by Delhi government which contributed in improving its status.[17] It is pertinent to mention 
here that the developed nations are known for their well planned, developed and managed cities, 
having sufficient infra structure. China is before us which has also developed its cities in tune with 
the developed world and the same also need to be followed by India to save its cities from 
devastation and hazards. France has intimated GOI regarding illegally deposit of Rs. 585 crore as 
black money in its Banks by Indians. This information has been given to India under a contract to 
prevent double taxation. Similarly, the intelligence agencies are looking into 1100 financial 
transactions (STR) made by the companies in 2010 which is largest in the last 6 years. Such steps 
need to be taken to curb corruption prevailing in the rank and file of body politics. Similarly the 
urban bodies should generate adequate resources at their own by imposing various types of taxes, 
duties, fees and  other measures including public private partnership (PPP) methods to meet out 
the challenges poked to them. 

  No doubt, most of the cities in India were inhabited without any planning and vision 
of the day. But the present and future development of these cities mostly metros and 2nd range 
cities should be based on proper planning and keeping into consideration the prevailing pressure of 
population explosion. The PPP concept for development already adopted in a number of projects 
should be extended further. The vote bank polities and rising nexus of land mafia with politicians 
and bureaucrats should be crack down at the earliest that maneuvers in the development of the 
illegal colonies and slums. Specific rules and regulations on pattern of Delhi Metro for development 
in big cities may be enacted, if needed. We also need cultural development as we generally lack of 
civic sense, ethos and values, and are so careless towards our duties. The public urinals and toilets 
in most of the cities in the country are not only inadequate but are also poorly maintained and 
managed. It also raises the frequency of open urination and defecation. No doubt, the contribution 
of Bindeshwar Dubey and his NGO in providing Sulabh Shochalya in public places in many cities is 
significant one which needs to be extended further ascertain sanitation in urban areas. All attempts 
both curative as well as preventive should be made to make urban life more congenial, humane, 
sustainable and environment friendly. 
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