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Abstract 

This paper corroborates how the anxious wedding of sustainable nature and development produce 

the offspring of ecological violence and to see this premier violence the perception of Foucaldian 

analysis would be used. In the traditional society where nature was a resource to maintain 

livelihood the trouble of ecological violence was minimal but now in modern times when we  have 

the knowledge of science we can interfere in the hills ,sea , air and where not. With this knowledge 

of science a kind of power emerges by which human wants to control nature. This shift of nurturing 

to controlling nature creates a paradigm where we are standing and facing earthquakes, tsunamis, 

volcanic eruptions, floods, draughts etc. The concept of sustainable development which take stand 

in contrary to ecological violence discourse are very important enough because to preserve nature 

“governmentality” deal with technologies and leading to a space of “global eco-governmentality” 

which is a kind of policy of hegemony in the modern times and emerges like a new tool to govern 

developing countries in neo-liberal times. At the cross of environmental sustainability and 

economic development market lies which provide greener choices for consumers but at very 

expensive rates which is very hard to buy for third world countries and again by doing so the whole 

burden of violence shifts towards the developing countries. In this paper an attempt would be made 

to understand the creation of ecological violence and in response to that a new social entity which 

is called environment and the result of this is a kind of shift in our day to day interaction with 

nature with various destructive and so called constructive approaches. In the context of the above 

mentioned idea, this paper try to explore the ecological violence in the literary works of critique to 

modernity, emergent of subaltern literatures and the feminist construction of nature-culture 

debate. 
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There has been an ecological movement––which is furthermore very ancient and is not only a 

twentieth-century phenomenon––which has often been in one sense, in hostile relationship with 

science or at least with a technology guaranteed in terms of truth. But in fact, ecology also spoke a 

language of truth. It was in the name of knowledge concerning nature, the equilibrium of the 

processes of living things, and so forth, that one could level the criticism.  

                                      Michel Foucault 

Introduction:  

  In the paradigm of existence of life two entities contest with each other and the one is 

‘nature’ and the other is ‘human’. In the contest which started from the birth of human, the early 

proceedings for survival of human being was really soft and suits the temper of nature. This soft 

behavior and acts in accordance with nature was totally owing to fewer knowledge of human being 

and resulting less power in the hands of human being. There was very less distinction in both the 

realities man and nature, both are in their raw form. There was human essence in the nature and 

the natural essence in the human; they were different realities but not confronting one another. In 

the historical discourse of humanity nature was a source to maintain the livelihood, so he care for 

nature as a god and again in the knowledge he believes that he cannot capture god which is nature. 

In the beginning man was on the mercy of nature or in polite words he lives on whatever nature 

gives. The desire was in the minimal degree and some where was the reason for protecting nature. 

Gradually with continuous indulgence of human in the survival game he emerged with new 

knowledge’s like to produce fire. This knowledge which he discovered was always present in the 

nature the only big thing what was happened that time was the occurrence of fire on the will of 

human. This created enormous knowledge and this knowledge created power. This “archaeology of 

knowledge1" which he has in the form of science is creating genealogy of power, exerted on the 

nature to capture its indistinguishable elements into exploitable entities in order to maneuver the 

environment. The seed of furtherance of the hegemonic idea started a human race in inhuman way 

towards the death of nature for the care of self creating ecological violence in the present context. 

                                                             
1 The Archaeology of Knowledge (1969) is book by the French philosopher Michel Foucault. It is a methodological and 

historiographical treatise which he used in Madness and Civilization, The Birth of the Clinic, and The Order of Things. The 

meaning of Archaeology of knowledge is history of ideas. 
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In the realm of science, human feels that he is the central element of universe and this 

anthropo-centric view creates deep ecological crisis. Human beings treat science as the ultimate 

truth and nature marginalized in this so called rational manner. In the discourse of truth the reality 

wears the mask of science and technology and it’s attached to the rationality which is highly 

important in the post modern world. This hyper reality is in continuous negotiations with nature 

and some where man like an anarchist decides what is good and bad for the nature. This 

intervention in natural progeny of nature exhibits a kind of violent behavior of human being 

towards nature. This cultivates a belief in them that they are intelligent, cultured and civilized.    

This false consciousness of truth results in the artificial action of development which creates the 

culture and civilization in the concretized form but without the green paradigm of development. 

In the context of development two different categories of countries are present, one is 

developed and other is developing, which also have different relations with their natural resources 

(different degrees of exploitation of resources) and in the present time where they all are facing 

crisis related to nature, they try to unite themselves for their common future. The whole analysis of 

crisis is totally technological and scientific in nature but all other analysis is silenced. The developed 

countries who suffocate more nature, act big brotherly and started with a thought that the 

devastation of nature should be stopped without noticing the point that how developing countries 

can cope up with so many green ideas which can slow down their rate of development and which 

would also give a burden to their economy. With all the ideological propaganda and their controlled 

mass media they created the ‘chaos of environment’. The creation of the discipline to save and 

protect environment and collective self’s against the wrong doer a kind of surveillance started for 

the developing countries. The surveillance which they started is very subjective in nature it’s like 

the panoptical2 architecture of Bentham by which you (developing countries) can’t see them but 

they (developed countries) can see you. In the past where the knowledge was different, methods of 

coercion was different but in present context the knowledge is science and the exclusive entity of 

coercion is environment for different exclusive classes. It’s good to collect different consciousness 

on the issue of environment but countries like USA who act big brotherly but also emitting highest 

                                                             
2
 The idea of panoptical building was of Jeremy Bentham in the prisons for the surveillance. Foucault uses the idea 

of surveillance and panoptical tower in his book Discipline and punish. It is not the building itself, but hierarchical 

principle that allows to be directed unilaterally.   
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green house gases, is actually not taking any serious steps in this aspect but they are  only shifting 

their burdens to developing countries. 

Enlightenment project and the birth of ‘positivism’: Archeology of Knowledge 

The structure of present rationality, logic, and the basis of science lies in the enlightenment 

period which is fundamentally a kind of reasons behind the unjustifiable acts of   human beings. 

This empirical science which is by all means justifiable can’t justify the acts of violence of human on 

the ecology. The roots of this present rationality are definitely lies in the past enlightenment. The 

ability of human to question each and every thing is definitely a revolutionary move in the history 

of mankind but to question nature’s identity in the form of unthinkable exploitation is but obvious 

to question the presence of mankind. 

Galileo who firstly took a step to understand the nature by his observational method created an 

aura to capture reality by seeing and observe things consciously. After Galileo’s step Francis bacon 

who says mind should be rational and logical, he advocates and practices the scientific method in 

the revolution of science. He created a new sphere of knowledge which is called empiricism, a 

method which based on the evidence and experience. This empiricism is nothing but the philosophy 

of modern science and a small step to control nature. After Bacon’s empiricism Newton came and 

he emerged with the thought that there must be certain kind of natural law which actually governs 

everything. This idea emerged in the form of universal gravitation and the laws of motion which 

changes our view towards the physical universe. Now we are good in the laws of motion but 

nowhere to understand the ‘laws of emotion’ towards the nature. We see and think this beautiful 

nature in the certain forces, in the certain laws and that’s why when some where floods come, earth 

quake come, we again want to find out the reasons in the scientific paradigm and the problem lies 

in this mechanical attitude. This journey of understanding nature to controlling nature with the 

knowledge of science injected so many laws and theories inside us which have evidence, which we 

can testify and kept out the thing which doesn’t have evidence and farsightedness in the 

laboratories of science, but only love and sense of oneness can generate the care for nature. 

Science, Nature and Culture: the genealogy of power 

The apparatus of coercion established on the basis of archeology of knowledge which 

pampers the rationality and empiricism, can’t create the power without its practice. This practice of 

coercion starts with the understanding of nature and the enhancement in the knowledge that shifts 

the gear to controlling the nature. The practice of knowledge is a kind of genealogy of power which 
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creates a rupture between the men versus nature. In the beginning nature was in reality but man 

was curious enough to understand it and then he was willing and knowledgeable enough to control 

it for the sake of his desires which he believed and saw in the frame of development. Understanding 

and controlling nature happened in the due course of its culture making. He made his culture 

somewhere on the pyre of ecology and he is making and will make his civilization on the tears of 

nature. This adaptability to control nature is a resultant force of archaeology of knowledge which 

comes into the practice and constrains the nature in the form of genealogy of power3. 

 

The modernization project and economic development 

After the archaeology of knowledge and genealogy of power the real and remarkable 

exploitation starts and the process of industrialization gave boost to this brutal killing of nature. 

This shift from traditional to modern carries the knowledge of technology industrialization and 

urbanization and more importantly the scheme of development is seen directly related to 

modernization. The industrialized countries of North America and Europe came to be seen as the 

developed countries and established as the models for following for the Latin America, Africa and 

Asia. The development discourse as a part of neo imperialism which created after the World War II 

created the category of third world countries. This section is categorized for the poverty, 

traditionalism, underdevelopment etc. In the space of development and modernization, nature 

became the object of exploitation through knowledge and targets of different military and economic 

powers, namely Middle East and Latin America. With the modernization project developed 

countries hegemonies came for the cultural and moral superiority over the countries who are lately 

engaging in or less engaging in modernization project. The idea of modernization is one of its kinds 

of ideological exports which encompass the idea of capitalistic development within itself. This 

ideological export burden for the third world countries crafted cultural and neo economic 

imperialism but only speeded after the debacle of USSR. The components of modernization project 

see traditional society as an obstacle for economic growth but the inspiration of modernization 

always detached man with the nature, created dams which results displacements, making new 

infrastructures on the houses of indigenous people, buying arms and testing nuclear bombs at the 

                                                             
3
For Foucault Genealogy is a kind of historical technique which he uses to understand the emergence of various philosophical 

and social beliefs. Genealogy of power means how power comes through certain kind of knowledge.   
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stake of billions of life, cutting trees for roads and living in suffocating environment. A question 

arises by seeing paradoxical development that “for whom we want development” and “on what cost 

we want development”. 

Where in the traditional society religiosity of human being exist somewhere and in some 

way he is attached to the nature by having few beliefs which is related to religion like Indian people 

worship banyan tree and they did not even cut it. The project of modernity seem to be the only 

answer of traditional ideas and prescribed to the third world countries as the ultimate solution for 

every thing, even though they are the ultimate problem. 
 

Prescription to third world countries 

The developed countries have more knowledge, more power than the third world countries 

and they see third world countries as the place of poverty, malnutrition, diseases, no infrastructure, 

and villages. For eradication of these problems developed countries gives the hegemonic idea of 

development, and you can’t neglect this idea if you want to be called developed. Developed 

countries are so eager to include most of the third world countries in their canvas of development 

so that they can regulate and subjugate the bodies and control over the populations. Foucault talks 

about this kind of subjugations and he named this “Biopower”. For Foucault Biopower is a power of 

technology and that’s the reason developed countries want most of the developing countries to 

follow this paradigm of development because by following this paradigm of development, 

developing countries have to have the technology by which they can walk on the path of 

development. A peculiar kind of politics is also present in this scenario which is not concerned with 

slogans, and not with elections but another frame of politics to control bodies and this is 

Biopolitics4 in the foucauldian term. In this context, developed countries, like a doctor diagnosed 

India and other developing countries as diseased and prescribed the medicine of green revolution, 

fast development, development of infrastructure and development of market. These medicines 

created rather  more side effects like a wide gap between rich and poor, illiteracy ecological 

violence in the development process, created broken families, increased infant mortality rates, and 

migration of indigenous people from their lands and so many problems like that. The real question 

                                                             
4 French philosopher and social theorist Michel Foucault first discussed his thoughts on Biopolitics in his lecture 

series "Society Must Be Defended" given at the Collège de France from 1975–1976. His idea of Biopolitics derived 

from his own idea of Biopower; by Biopolitics he means a control over a population with the help of technology 

and science. 
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lies here is with these medicines, is India as a country in healthy state or much more diseased than 

ever before?   
 

The problem: ecological violence, marginalization and grass root movement 

The development model of the west which is exclusionary and elite oriented development 

model devastated the ecology for the benefit of the self exceptionally with one little care to 

devastate others first .This encompassing their long term strategy. This development is creating a 

rift between local and national developmental ideology. This difference in national developmental 

strategy and local developmental strategy is because of inducement of development by the state 

without the participation of the locals. The strategy of development of developing countries is 

governed by the government which has the impact of developed countries by which in the whole 

scenario of development the ideology and participation of locals totally silenced. In the contrast of 

developmental discourse a counter discourse arose of “alternative development” which gives the 

idea of “small is beautiful5” and Paulo freire’s “pedagogy of the oppressed6”. Our collective greed 

exploited the nature and environment to the fullest on the name of development and we finally 

stand on the verge of being extinct. Consequently, we have crisis of water, oil, resources, fresh air, 

all in all we are in a world of crisis with a large population which has meager means of knowledge, 

education and money to come out from these vulnerable conditions.  Rene Dubos American 

microbiologist said that each of us has two countries, “his own and the planet earth” but at this time 

what we do on the planet where we live give the effect on the whole earth. If we will pollute more 

our land where we live, it will give effect on the whole planet. So the phenomenon of “only one 

earth” comes in the contemporary time you can’t exploit your earth because it’s a part of greater 

earth.  

The movement against the violence on ecology started in India in 1980’s; the biggest movement 

started in India is because of Bhopal Gas leakage Tragedy. The most influential movements in India 

is anti Dam movement and dam creation is a  strategy by which India could catch up with the west 

and start the infrastructure project and generation of the power grid at the same time. The 

                                                             
5
 Small is beautiful phrase is given by E. F. Schumacher and it is used by Schumacher in the sense of small and 

appropriate technologies which empower more people in reality then  bigger technologies. 

6
 In the ‘pedagogy of oppressed’ Paulo friere tells the relation between teacher, student and society and he tells 

that learner should be treat like co-creator of knowledge not like an empty vessel.  
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repercussions of these dams are present in the form of thousands of   tribal people’s displacement. 

The conflict between the science and indigenous knowledge is very blunt, where science believes in 

modernity and development and in the core of this development the interest of few elite and power 

full people lies and in contrast to this indigenous knowledge says development without the harm of 

common man. The real progress lies in the happiness of all. Jhola andolan is another type of 

movement which is against the use of polythene bag and supports the use of jute bag, cloth bag and 

try to save nature. In India there are so many movements against the development model of the 

west like Narmada Bachao Andolan, Chipko Andolan, Clean Ganga movement and silent valley 

movement but at the same time indigenous people are also voicing their voice for the path of 

alternative development by which they can also survive in the time where development policies 

main aim is to make dam, industry for cars and commodities, industries for coca-cola and Pepsi, few 

places for mining resources every aspect of development says its only for the rich not for the people 

who are commoners. Opposite to this a voice is developing who is talking about balanced 

development or a kind of development where they should not be marginalized but should be equal. 
 

Post-modern approach (post-development theory) through the understanding of 

Foucault and Derrida 

Development as an ideology in the post modern times assumes a kind of frame work which 

set by the government and political culture. Basically western countries interests guiding the 

direction and outcome in the developing countries and in crux development shows the hegemony 

of western countries over the Asian countries. The vision of development basically made on 

economic and social structure of west that’s why it’s not suiting the Indian and other developing 

nations. According to post modern approach development model of west can’t decide the path of 

development for rest of the world. This approach of unique and alternative development came only 

when bad effects of modern development come. According to post modern thinkers like Ivan illich 

and Escobar if we will follow the west model of development it’s like we are still in the hangover of 

colonialism and it’s an urgent need of reviewing development strategy.  
 

After colonial times harsh dialogues of development, modern development strategies are 

like euphemism for India. According to Wolfgang Sachs, who is ideologue of    post-development 

school, he says "the idea of development stands like a ruin in the intellectual landscape" and "it is time 

to dismantle this mental structure. The main challenge to the west development ideology is to 

challenge the knowledge behind this, which creates the power after practice. This knowledge is 
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nothing but science in hands of the developed countries creating varieties of disparities around the 

world.  In the paradigm of existence of human being there is a kind of dead lock between the 

science and indigenous knowledge but the solution lies in the philosophy of Derrida who 

deconstruct7 the boundary of knowledge which is science and break the circle where science is in 

the core and indigenous knowledge is on the periphery. After deconstruction a scenario will come, 

where every knowledge will be important. Indigenous knowledge and their paradigm of 

development will be equally treated as the west model of development. A situation where 

logocentrism8 will come and every point of knowledge will be important not the knowledge within 

the center. “There could be multiple interpretation of the development”.  The deconstruction of 

hegemony of science and open an equal space for other knowledge’s could be the solution of 

ecological violence.  
 

Conclusion: Need a dialogue between science and the local 

Ecological violence and degradation, loss of biodiversity, loss of cultural diversity, disputes 

in local, national, international level , continuous stage of poverty, low health, high rates of crime , 

and corruption etc. These are problems which we can locate in the globe. Privatization, 

liberalization, and even globalization have kept environment and ecology beyond the reach of large 

number of people. The migrations of so many youths are happening towards cities this is also 

because the traditional knowledge of different occupations is totally silenced. In response to that a 

major responsibility comes on shoulders of cities to give jobs and shelter to them. This shift to 

urban centers also generated several social problems and demands which leads to ecological 

problems. For example when huge population come to cities and they don’t find suitable place to 

live , than they live in slums and these slums are so densely created without the proper sewer 

system they pollute the nearby areas. With the effect of mass media you can feel in the air 

westernization and modernization but not traditional ideas. These processes hurt traditional 

sentiments, traditional economy, their leadership, traditional vision of looking things, traditional 

                                                             
7
 Derrida wrote about deconstruction in his book ‘Grammatology’ as a philosophy of language and literary theory. 

The basic premise of deconstruction is base on the point that before Derrida all western literature relies on Meta 

physics of presence and Derrida deconstruct this idea. His main focus is not on text but on the reader. 

8
 Logocentrism is used by German philosopher Ludwig Klages who says act of speech comes epistemologically 

superior in the structure and system of linguistics.  
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ways of conflict resolution and peace keeping etc. Altogether we are neglecting the diversity of the 

globe; we are making it homogenous in nature. The traditional values are important which still sees 

nature as a quite important entity in their lives. The affection they have for the nature is because 

they live near nature and in contrast to this urban environment is far from nature. This 

contradiction and contrast is the reality and it’s also the reason for longevity of life of human being. 

Otherwise if on both the ends you will see big buildings, fast moving cars, industries with lots of 

smoke and gases in their chimneys you can imagine the life of human being. 

 

According to H.P. Durr who talks about responsible scientific and energy policies and he 

also says that economic stream dominates the life of Homo sapiens and this will change the Homo 

sapiens into Homo Economicus which will lead to the death of mankind. There is an urgent need of 

dialogue between modern science and traditional science or the science of the locals. With the 

conversation between science and indigenous knowledge the development path could try to think 

about nature, and its people. The globe will survive only when there would be multidimensional 

development, the development which solely does not think about developing the economy but also 

think about the nature, local people, and traditional values etc. Science coercing the globe and its 

people but science should understand that the greatest invention of science is fire and that is 

occurred because of rubbing two stones together, these stones are nothing but the part of nature. 

The actual science is in the nature and the real scientist is the common indigenous man who knows 

science but in the raw form and the big modern scientist make cooked form from this. The cooked 

can’t be complete without the raw. 
 

The Gandhian philosophy of non-violence worth mentioning here, for him, violence against other 

living entities can’t help achieving the self realization. In the context of present ecological violence 

human beings are doing violence against environment and to achieve the self realization he should   

respect nature. Hence ecology should be treated with same respect not because for its resource 

values but because of its intrinsic values. There should be equal chances for survival and blossom 

for the nature. The practical theory of Gram Swaraj9 is also very important in this context because 

in the thinking of Gandhiji villages are very important. According to him every village should be its 

                                                             
9
  Gram swaraj is a political idea of Gandhi and the conceptualization of this idea is self governance or self rule in 

the hands of villages. By this idea he wants to make every village as a republic which would be independent in 

nature. 
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own republic and they should manage their environment and resources according to their needs 

and there should be a kind of self sufficiency. One of the reasons of environmental degradation is 

market driven capitalistic forces and supported by the government in the name of development. 

Finally the whole conversation ends with historical quote of Gandhiji; “Earth provides enough to 

satisfy every man's needs, but not every man's greed.”  
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