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STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 

IDEOLOGIES ON EDUCATIONAL REFORMS 

 Jawaharlal Nehru was a passionate advocate of education for India's children and 

youth, believing it essential for India's future progress. His government oversaw the 

establishment of many institutions of higher learning, including the All India Institute 

of Medical Sciences, theIndian Institutes of Technology, the Indian Institutes of 

Management and the National Institutes of Technology. 

 Jawaharlal Nehru was a passionate advocate of education for India's children and 

youth, believing it essential for India's future progress. His government oversaw the 

establishment of many institutions of higher learning, including the All India Institute 

of Medical Sciences, theIndian Institutes of Technology, the Indian Institutes of 

Management and the National Institutes of Technology. 

IDEOLOGY ON PANCH SILA 

 Pancha Sila (Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence) was the basis of the 1954 Sino-

Indian border treaty, in later years, Nehru's foreign policy suffered through increasing 

Chinese assertiveness over border disputes and Nehru's decision to grant political 

asylum to the 14th Dalai Lama.  

IDEOLOGIES ON FOREIGN POLICIES 

 Nehru was a champion of pacifism and a strong supporter of the United Nations. He 

pioneered the policy ofnon-alignment and co-founded the Non-Aligned Movement of 

nations professing neutrality between the rival blocs of nations led by the US and the 

USSR.  

HYPOTHESIS 

 Foreign policies :  

Nehru led newly independent India from 1947 to 1964, during its first years of independence 

from British rule. Under the London Declaration, India agreed that, when it became a 

republic in January 1950, it would join the Commonwealth of Nations and accept the British 

monarch as a "symbol of the free association of its independent member nations and as such 

the Head of the Commonwealth." The other nations of the Commonwealth recognised India's 

continuing membership of the association. The reaction back home was favourable; only the 

far-left and the far-right criticized Nehru's decision. 
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 Agriculture policies: 

Under Nehru's leadership, the government attempted to develop India quickly by 

embarking on agrarian reform and rapid industrialisation. A successful land reform 

was introduced that abolished giant landholdings, but efforts to redistribute land by 

placing limits on landownership failed. Attempts to introduce large-scale cooperative 

farming were frustrated by landowning rural elites, who formed the core of the 

powerful right-wing of the Congress and had considerable political support in 

opposing the efforts of Nehru.  

 

 Social policies: 

Durgapur along with Rourkela and Bhilai were the three integrated steel plants set up 

under India's Second Five-Year Plan in the late 1950s.                             

RESEARCH; 

Jawaharlal Nehru; 14 November 1889 – 27 May 1964) was the first Prime Minister of 

India and a central figure in Indian politics before and after independence. He emerged as the 

paramount leader of the Indian independence movement under the tutelage of Mahatma 

Gandhi and ruled India from its establishment as an independent nation in 1947 until his 

death in 1964. He is considered to be the architect of the modern Indian nation-state: a 

sovereign, socialist, secular, and democratic republic. He was also known as Pandit 

Nehru due to his roots with Kashmiri Panditcommunity while many Indian children knew 

him as "Uncle Nehru" (ChachaNehru). 

The son of Motilal Nehru, a prominent lawyer and nationalist statesman and Swaroop Rani, 

Nehru was a graduate ofTrinity College, Cambridge and theInner Temple, where he trained 

to be abarrister. Upon his return to India, he enrolled at the Allahabad High Court, and took 

an interest in national politics, which eventually replaced his legal practice. A committed 

nationalist since his teenage years, he became a rising figure in Indian politics during the 

upheavals of the 1910s. He became the prominent leader of the left-wing factions of 

the Indian National Congress during the 1920s, and eventually of the entire Congress, with 

the tacit approval of his mentor, Gandhi. As Congress President in 1929, Nehru called 

for complete independence from the British Raj and instigated the Congress's decisive shift 

towards the left. 

Nehru and the Congress dominated Indian politics during the 1930s as the country moved 

towards independence. His idea of a secular nation-state was seemingly validated when the 

Congress, under his leadership, swept the 1937 provincial elections and formed the 

government in several provinces; on the other hand, the separatist Muslim League fared much 

poorer. But these achievements were seriously compromised in the aftermath of the Quit 

India Movementin 1942, which saw the British effectively crush the Congress as a political 

organisation. Nehru, who had reluctantly heeded Gandhi's call for immediate independence, 
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for he had desired to support the Allied war effort during the Second World War, came out of 

a lengthy prison term to a much altered political landscape. The Muslim League under his old 

Congress colleague and now bête noire,Muhammad Ali Jinnah, had come to dominate 

Muslim politics in India. Negotiations between Nehru and Jinnah for power sharing failed 

and gave way to the independence and bloodypartition of India in 1947. 

Nehru was elected by the Congress to assume office as independent India's first Prime 

Minister, although the question of leadership had been settled as far back as 1941, when 

Gandhi acknowledged Nehru as his political heir and successor. As Prime Minister, he set out 

to realise his vision of India. TheConstitution of India was enacted in 1950, after which he 

embarked on an ambitious program of economic, social and political reforms. Chiefly, he 

oversaw India's transition from a colony to a republic, while nurturing a plural,multi-party 

democracy. In foreign policy, he took a leading role in Non-Alignment while projecting India 

as a regional hegemon in South Asia. 

Under Nehru's leadership, the Congress emerged as a catch-all party, dominating national and 

state-level politics and winning consecutive elections in 1951, 1957, and 1962. He remained 

popular with the people of India in spite of political troubles in his final years and failure of 

leadership during the 1962 Sino-Indian War. In India, his birthday is celebrated 

asChildren's Day 

Struggle for Indian Independence (1912–47) 

Nehru had developed an interest in Indian politics during his time in Britain.Within months 

of his return to India in 1912 he had attended an annual session of the Indian National 

Congress in Patna.He was disconcerted with what he saw as a "very much an English-

knowing upper class affair". The Congress in 1912 had been the party of moderates and 

elites. Nehru harboured doubts regarding the ineffectualness of the Congress but agreed to 

work for the party in support of the Indian civil rights movement in South Africa. He 

collected funds for the civil rights campaigners led by Mohandas Gandhi in 1913. Later, he 

campaigned against the indentured labour and other such discriminations faced by Indians in 

the British colonies. 

When the First World War broke out in August 1914, sympathy in India was divided. 

Although educated Indians "by and large took a vicarious pleasure" in seeing the British 

rulers humbled, the ruling upper classes sided with theAllies. Nehru confessed that he viewed 

the war with mixed feelings. Frank Moraes wrote: "If [Nehru's] sympathy was with any 

country it was with France, whose culture he greatly admired."During the war, Nehru 

volunteered for the St John Ambulance and worked as one of the provincial secretaries of the 

organisation in Allahabad. He also spoke out against the censorship acts passed by the British 

government in India. 

Nehru emerged from the war years as a leader whose political views were considered radical. 

Although the political discourse had been dominated at this time by Gopal Krishna Gokhale,a 

moderate who said that it was "madness to think of independence",Nehru had spoken "openly 
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of the politics of non-cooperation, of the need of resigning from honorary positions under the 

government and of not continuing the futile politics of representation". He ridiculed 

the Indian Civil Service (ICS) for its support of British policies. He noted that someone had 

once defined the Indian Civil Service, "with which we are unfortunately still afflicted in this 

country, as neither Indian, nor civil, nor a service". Motilal Nehru, a prominent moderate 

leader, acknowledged the limits of constitutional agitation, but counselled his son that there 

was no other "practical alternative" to it. Nehru, however, was not satisfied with the pace of 

the national movement. He became involved with aggressive nationalists leaders who were 

demanding Home Rule for Indians. 

The influence of the moderates on Congress politics began to wane after Gokhale died in 

1915. Anti-moderate leaders such as Annie Beasant and Lokmanya Tilak took the 

opportunity to call for a national movement for Home Rule. But, in 1915, the proposal was 

rejected because of the reluctance of the moderates to commit to such a radical course of 

action. Besant nevertheless formed a league for advocating Home Rule in 1916; and Tilak, on 

his release from a prison term, had in April 1916 formed his own league. Nehru joined both 

leagues but worked especially for the former.He remarked later: "[Besant] had a very 

powerful influence on me in my childhood... even later when I entered political life her 

influence continued." Another development which brought about a radical change in Indian 

politics was the espousal of Hindu-Muslim unity with the Lucknow pact at the annual 

meeting of the Congress in December 1916. The pact had been initiated earlier in the year at 

Allahabad at a meeting of the All-India Congress Committee which was held at the Nehru 

residence at Anand Bhawan. Nehru welcomed and encouraged the rapprochement between 

the two Indian communities. 

"We believe that it is the inalienable right of the Indian people, as of any other people, to 

have freedom and to enjoy the fruits of their toil and have the necessities of life, so that they 

may have full opportunities of growth. We believe also that if any government deprives a 

people of these rights and oppresses them the people have a further right to alter it or abolish 

it. The British government in India has not only deprived the Indian people of their freedom 

but has based itself on the exploitation of the masses, and has ruined India economically, 

politically, culturally and spiritually. We believe therefore, that India must sever the British 

connection and attain Purna Swaraj or complete independence." 

 

Prime Minister of India (1947–64) 

Nehru and his colleagues had been released as the British Cabinet Missionarrived to propose 

plans for transfer of power. 

Once elected, Nehru headed an interim government, which was impaired by outbreaks of 

communal violence and political disorder, and the opposition of the Muslim League led 

by Muhammad Ali Jinnah, who were demanding a separate Muslim state of Pakistan. After 
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failed bids to form coalitions, Nehru reluctantly supported thepartition of India, according to 

a plan released by the British on 3 June 1947. He took office as the Prime Minister of 

India on 15 August, and delivered his inaugural address titled "Tryst with Destiny". 

"Long years ago we made a tryst with destiny, and now the time comes when we shall 

redeem our pledge, not wholly or in full measure, but very substantially. At the stroke of the 

midnight hour, when the world sleeps, India will awake to life and freedom. A moment 

comes, which comes but rarely in history, when we step out from the old to the new, when an 

age ends, and when the soul of a nation, long suppressed, finds utterance. It is fitting that at 

this solemn moment we take the pledge of dedication to the service of India and her people 

and to the still larger cause of humanity." 

Yasmin Khan argued that Gandhi's death and funeral helped consolidate the authority of the 

new Indian state under Nehru and Patel. The Congress tightly controlled the epic public 

displays of grief over a two-week period—the funeral, mortuary rituals and distribution of the 

martyr's ashes—as millions participated and hundreds of millions watched. The goal was to 

assert the power of the government, legitimise the Congress party's control and suppress all 

religious para-military groups. Nehru and Patel suppressed the RSS, the Muslim National 

Guards, and the Khaksars, with some 200,000 arrests. Gandhi's death and funeral linked the 

distant state with the Indian people and made more understand the need to suppress religious 

parties during the transition to independence for the Indian people. 

In later years there emerged a revisionist school of history which sought to blame Nehru for 

the partition of India, mostly referring to his highly centralised policies for an independent 

India in 1947, which Jinnah opposed in favour of a more decentralised India. Such views has 

been promoted by the Hindu nationalistBharatiya Janata Party (BJP), which favours a 

decentralised central government in India 

In the years following independence, Nehru frequently turned to his daughter Indira to look 

after him and manage his personal affairs. Under his leadership, the Congress won an 

overwhelming majority in the elections of 1952. Indira moved into Nehru's official residence 

to attend to him and became his constant companion in his travels across India and the world. 

Indira would virtually become Nehru'schief of staff. 

Nehru had led the Congress to a major victory in the 1957 elections, but his government was 

facing rising problems and criticism. Disillusioned by alleged intra-party corruption and 

bickering, Nehru contemplated resigning but continued to serve. The election of his daughter 

Indira as Congress President in 1959 aroused criticism for allegednepotism, although actually 

Nehru had disapproved of her election, partly because he considered it smacked of 

"dynastism"; he said, indeed it was "wholly undemocratic and an undesirable thing", and 

refused her a position in his cabinet. Indira herself was at loggerheads with her father over 

policy; most notably, she used his oft-stated personal deference to theCongress Working 

Committee to push through the dismissal of theCommunist Party of India government in the 

state of Kerala, over his own objections. Nehru began to be frequently embarrassed by her 
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ruthlessness and disregard for parliamentary tradition, and was "hurt" by what he saw as an 

assertiveness with no purpose other than to stake out an identity independent of her father. 

In the 1962 elections, Nehru led the Congress to victory yet with a diminished majority. 

Communist and socialist parties were the main beneficiaries although some right wing groups 

like Bharatiya Jana Sangh also did well. 

Assassination attempts and security 

There were four known assassination attempts on Nehru. The first attempt on his life was 

during partition in 1947 while he was visiting North-West Frontier Province (now in 

Pakistan) in a car. The second one was by a knife-wielding rickshaw-puller in Maharashtra in 

1955. The third one happened in Bombay (now Maharashtra) in 1956. The fourth one was a 

failed bombing attempt on train tracks in Maharashtra in 1961. Despite threats to his life, 

Nehru despised having too much security around him and did not like to disrupt traffic due to 

his movement. 

Economic policies 

Nehru implemented policies based onimport substitution industrialisationand advocated 

a mixed economy where the government controlled public sector would co-exist with 

the private sector. He believed that the establishment of basic and heavy industry was 

fundamental to the development and modernisation of the Indian economy. The government 

therefore directed investment primarily into key public sector industries – steel, iron, coal, 

and power – promoting their development with subsidies and protectionist policies. 

The policy of non-alignment during theCold War meant that Nehru received financial and 

technical support from both power blocs in building India's industrial base from scratch. Steel 

mill complexes were built at Bokaro andRourkela with assistance from theSoviet Union and 

West Germany. There was substantial industrial development. Industry grew 7.0 per cent 

annually between 1950 and 1965 – almost trebling industrial output and making India the 

world's seventh largest industrial country. Nehru's critics, however, contended that India's 

import substitution industrialisation, which was continued long after the Nehru era, weakened 

the international competitiveness of its manufacturing industries. India's share of world trade 

fell from 1.4 per cent in 1951–1960 to 0.5 per cent over 1981–1990. On the other hand, 

India's export performance is argued to have actually showed sustained improvement over the 

period. The volume of exports went up at an annual rate of 2.9 per cent in 1951–1960 to 7.6 

per cent in 1971–1980. 

GDP and GNP grew 3.9 and 4.0 per cent annually between 1950–51 and 1964– It was a 

radical break from the British colonial period. But, in comparison to other industrial powers 

in Europe and East Asia, the growth rates were considered anaemic at best. India lagged 

behind the miracle economies (Japan, West Germany, France, and Italy).State planning, 

controls, and regulations were argued to have impaired economic growth. While India's 

economy grew faster than both the United Kingdom and the United States – low initial 

income and rapid population increase – meant that growth was inadequate for any sort of 

catch-up with rich income nations. 
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Agriculture policies 

Under Nehru's leadership, the government attempted to develop India quickly by embarking 

on agrarian reform and rapid industrialisation. A successful land reform was introduced that 

abolished giant landholdings, but efforts to redistribute land by placing limits on 

landownership failed. Attempts to introduce large-scale cooperative farming were frustrated 

by landowning rural elites, who formed the core of the powerful right-wing of the Congress 

and had considerable political support in opposing the efforts of Nehru. Agricultural 

production expanded until the early 1960s, as additional land was brought under cultivation 

and some irrigation projects began to have an effect. The establishment of agricultural 

universities, modelled after land-grant colleges in the United States, contributed to the 

development of the economy. These universities worked with high-yielding varieties of 

wheat and rice, initially developed in Mexico and the Philippines, that in the 1960s began the 

Green Revolution, an effort to diversify and increase crop production. At the same time a 

series of failed monsoons would cause serious food shortages despite the steady progress and 

increase in agricultural production. 

Domestic policies 

The British Indian Empire, which included present-day India, Pakistan and Bangladesh, was 

divided into two types of territories: the Provinces of British India, which were governed 

directly by British officials responsible to the Governor-General of India; and princely states, 

under the rule of local hereditary rulers who recognised British suzerainty in return for local 

autonomy, in most cases as established by treaty. Between 1947 and about 1950, the 

territories of the princely states were politically integrated into the Indian Union under Nehru 

and Sardar Patel. Most were merged into existing provinces; others were organised into new 

provinces, such as Rajputana, Himachal Pradesh, Madhya Bharat, and Vindhya Pradesh, 

made up of multiple princely states; a few, including Mysore, Hyderabad, Bhopal, and 

Bilaspur, became separate provinces. The Government of India Act 1935 remained the 

constitutional law of India pending adoption of a new Constitution. 

The new Constitution of India, which came into force on 26 January 1950, made India a 

sovereign democratic republic. Nehru declared the new republic to be a "Union of States". 

The constitution of 1950 distinguished between three main types of states: Part A states, 

which were the former governors' provinces of British India, were ruled by an elected 

governor and state legislature. The Part B states were former princely states or groups of 

princely states, governed by a rajpramukh, who was usually the ruler of a constituent state, 

and an elected legislature. The rajpramukh was appointed by the President of India. The Part 

C states included both the former chief commissioners' provinces and some princely states, 

and each was governed by a chief commissioner appointed by the President of India. The sole 

Part D state was the Andaman and Nicobar Islands, which were administered by a lieutenant 

governor appointed by the central government. 
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In December 1953, Nehru appointed the States Reorganisation Commission to prepare for the 

creation of states on linguistic lines. This was headed by Justice Fazal Ali and the 

commission itself was also known as the Fazal Ali Commission. The efforts of this 

commission were overseen by Govind Ballabh Pant, who served as Nehru's Home Minister 

from December 1954. The commission created a report in 1955 recommending the 

reorganisation of India's states. Under the Seventh Amendment, the existing distinction 

between Part A, Part B, Part C, and Part D states was abolished. The distinction between Part 

A and Part B states was removed, becoming known simply as "states". A new type of entity, 

the union territory, replaced the classification as a Part C or Part D state. Nehru stressed 

commonality among Indians and promoted pan-Indianism. He refused to reorganise states on 

either religious or ethnic lines. Western scholars have mostly praised Nehru for the 

integration of the states into a modern republic but the act was not accepted universally in 

India. 

Social policies 

Durgapur along with Rourkela and Bhilai were the three integrated steel plants set up under 

India's Second Five-Year Plan in the late 1950s. 

Jawaharlal Nehru was a passionate advocate of education for India's children and youth, 

believing it essential for India's future progress. His government oversaw the establishment of 

many institutions of higher learning, including the All India Institute of Medical Sciences, 

theIndian Institutes of Technology, the Indian Institutes of Management and the National 

Institutes of Technology. Nehru also outlined a commitment in his five-year plans to 

guarantee free and compulsory primary education to all of India's children. For this purpose, 

Nehru oversaw the creation of mass village enrolment programmes and the construction of 

thousands of schools. Nehru also launched initiatives such as the provision of free milk and 

meals to children to fight malnutrition. Adult education centres, vocational and technical 

schools were also organised for adults, especially in the rural areas. 

Under Nehru, the Indian Parliament enacted many changes to Hindu law to criminalise caste 

discrimination and increase the legal rights and social freedoms of women. A system of 

reservations in government services and educational institutions was created to eradicate the 

social inequalities and disadvantages faced by peoples of the scheduled castes and scheduled 

tribes. Nehru also championed secularism and religious harmony, increasing the 

representation of minorities in government. 

Nehru specifically wrote Article 44 of the Indian constitution under the Directive Principles 

of State Policy which states : 'The State shall endeavour to secure for the citizens a uniform 

civil code throughout the territory of India.' The article has formed the basis of secularism in 

India. However, Nehru has been criticised for the inconsistent application of the law. Most 

notably, Nehru allowed Muslims to keep their personal law in matters relating to marriage 

and inheritance. Also in the small state of Goa, a civil code based on the old Portuguese 

Family Laws was allowed to continue, and Muslim Personal law was prohibited by Nehru. 
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This was the result of the annexation of Goa in 1961 by India, when Nehru promised the 

people that their laws would be left intact. This has led to accusations of selective secularism. 

While Nehru exempted Muslim law from legislation and they remained unreformed, he did 

pass the Special Marriage Act in 1954. The idea behind this act was to give everyone in India 

the ability to marry outside the personal law under a civil marriage. As usual the law applied 

to all of India, except Jammu and Kashmir (again leading to accusations of selective 

secularism). In many respects, the act was almost identical to the Hindu Marriage Act of 

1955, which gives some idea as to how secularised the law regarding Hindus had become. 

The Special Marriage Act allowed Muslims to marry under it and thereby retain the 

protections, generally beneficial to Muslim women, that could not be found in the personal 

law. Under the act polygamy was illegal, and inheritance and succession would be governed 

by the Indian Succession Act, rather than the respective Muslim Personal Law. Divorce also 

would be governed by the secular law, and maintenance of a divorced wife would be along 

the lines set down in the civil law. 

Nehru led the faction of the Congress party which promoted Hindi as the lingua-franca of the 

Indian nation. After an exhaustive and divisive debate with the non-Hindi speakers, Hindi 

was adopted as the official language of India in 1950 with English continuing as an associate 

official language for a period of fifteen years, after which Hindi would become the sole 

official language. Efforts by the Indian Government to make Hindi the sole official language 

after 1965 were not acceptable to many non-Hindi Indian states, who wanted the continued 

use of English. The Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK), a descendant of Dravidar 

Kazhagam, led the opposition to Hindi. To allay their fears, Nehru enacted the Official 

Languages Act in 1963 to ensure the continuing use of English beyond 1965. The text of the 

Act did not satisfy the DMK and increased their scepticism that his assurances might not be 

honoured by future administrations. The issue was resolved during the premiership of Lal 

Bahadur Shastri, who under great pressure from Nehru's daughter, Indira Gandhi, was made 

to give assurances that English would continue to be used as the official language as long the 

non-Hindi speaking states wanted. The Official Languages Act was eventually amended in 

1967 by the Congress Government headed by Indira Gandhi to guarantee the indefinite use of 

Hindi and English as official languages. This effectively ensured the current "virtual 

indefinite policy of bilingualism" of the Indian Republic. 

Foreign policies 

Nehru led newly independent India from 1947 to 1964, during its first years of independence 

from British rule. Under the London Declaration, India agreed that, when it became a 

republic in January 1950, it would join the Commonwealth of Nations and accept the British 

monarch as a "symbol of the free association of its independent member nations and as such 

the Head of the Commonwealth." The other nations of the Commonwealth recognised India's 

continuing membership of the association. The reaction back home was favourable; only the 

far-left and the far-right criticized Nehru's decision. 
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On the international scene, Nehru was a champion of pacifism and a strong supporter of the 

United Nations. He pioneered the policy ofnon-alignment and co-founded the Non-Aligned 

Movement of nations professing neutrality between the rival blocs of nations led by the US 

and the USSR. Recognising the People's Republic of China soon after its founding (while 

most of the Western bloc continued relations with the Republic of China), Nehru argued for 

its inclusion in the United Nations and refused to brand the Chinese as the aggressors in their 

conflict with Korea. He sought to establish warm and friendly relations with China in 1950, 

and hoped to act as an intermediary to bridge the gulf and tensions between the communist 

states and the Western bloc. 

Nehru had promised in 1948 to hold a plebiscite in Kashmir under the auspices of the UN. 

Kashmir was a disputed territory between India and Pakistan, the two having gone to 

war with each other over the state in 1948. However, as Pakistan failed to pull back troops in 

accordance with the UN resolution and as Nehru grew increasingly wary of the UN, he 

declined to hold a plebiscite in 1953. His policies on Kashmir and the integration of the state 

into India was frequently defended in front of the United Nations by his aide, Krishna 

Menon, a brilliant diplomat who earned a reputation in India for his passionate speeches. 

Nehru, while a pacifist, was not blind to the political and geostrategic reality of India in 1947. 

While laying the foundation stone of theNational Defence Academy (India) in 1949, he 

stated: "We, who for generations had talked about and attempted in everything a peaceful 

way and practised non-violence, should now be, in a sense, glorifying our army, navy and air 

force. It means a lot. Though it is odd, yet it simply reflects the oddness of life. Though life is 

logical, we have to face all contingencies, and unless we are prepared to face them, we will 

go under. There was no greater prince of peace and apostle of non-violence than Mahatma 

Gandhi, the Father of the Nation, whom we have lost, but yet, he said it was better to take the 

sword than to surrender, fail or run away. We cannot live carefree assuming that we are safe. 

Human nature is such. We cannot take the risks and risk our hard-won freedom. We have to 

be prepared with all modern defence methods and a well-equipped army, navy and air force." 

C. Indian nuclear policy was set by unwritten personal understanding between Nehru and 

Bhabha. Nehru famously said to Bhabha, "Professor Bhabha take care of Physics, leave 

international relation to me". From the outset in 1948, Nehru had high ambition to develop 

this program to stand against the industrialised states and the basis of this program was to 

establish an Indian nuclear weapons capability as part of India's regional superiority to other 

South-Asian states, most particularly Pakistan. 

Nehru also told Bhabha, and later it was told by Bhabha to Raja Rammanna that, 

"We must have the capability. We should first prove ourselves and then talk of Gandhi, non-

violence and a world without nuclear weapons.
[84]

 " 

Nehru was hailed by many for working to defuse global tensions and the threat of nuclear 

weapons after the Korean war (1950–1953).
[85]

He commissioned the first study of the human 
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effects of nuclear explosions, and campaigned ceaselessly for the abolition of what he called 

"these frightful engines of destruction". He also had pragmatic reasons for promoting de-

nuclearisation, fearing that a nuclear arms race would lead to over-militarisation that would 

be unaffordable for developing countries such as his own. 

Nehru ordered the arrest of the Kashmiri politician Sheikh Abdullah in 1953, whom he had 

previously supported but now suspected of harbouring separatist ambitions; Bakshi Ghulam 

Mohammad replaced him. 

In 1954 Nehru signed with China the Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence, known in India 

as the Panchsheel (from the Sanskrit words, panch: five, sheel: virtues), a set of principles to 

govern relations between the two states. Their first formal codification in treaty form was in 

an agreement between China and India in 1954. They were enunciated in the preamble to the 

"Agreement (with exchange of notes) on trade and intercourse between Tibet Region of 

China and India", which was signed at Peking on 29 April 1954. Negotiations took place in 

Delhi from December 1953 to April 1954 between the Delegation of the PRC Government 

and the Delegation of the Indian Government on the relations between the two countries with 

respect to the disputed territories of Aksai Chin and South Tibet. The treaty was disregarded 

in the 1960s, but in the 1970s, the Five Principles again came to be seen as important in Sino-

Indian relations, and more generally as norms of relations between states. They became 

widely recognised and accepted throughout the region during the premiership of Indira 

Gandhi and the 3-year rule of the Janata Party (1977–1980). 

In 1956 Nehru had criticised the joint invasion of the Suez Canal by the British, French and 

Israelis. The role of Nehru, both as Indian Prime Minister and a leader of the Non Aligned 

Movement was significant; he tried to be even-handed between the two sides, while 

denouncing Eden and co-sponsors of the invasion vigorously. Nehru had a powerful ally in 

the US president Dwight Eisenhower who, if relatively silent publicly, went to the extent of 

using America's clout in the IMF to make Britain and France back down. The episode greatly 

raised the prestige of Nehru and India amongst the third world nations. During the Suez 

crisis, Nehru's right-hand man, Menon attempted to persuade a recalcitrant Gamal Nasser to 

compromise with the West, and was instrumental in moving Western powers towards an 

awareness that Nasser might prove willing to compromise. 

In 1957, Menon was instructed to deliver an unprecedented eight-hour speech defending 

India's stand on Kashmir; to date, the speech is the longest ever delivered in the United 

Nations Security Council, covering five hours of the 762nd meeting on 23 January, and two 

hours and forty-eight minutes on the 24th, reportedly concluding with Menon's collapse on 

the Security Council floor. During the filibuster, Nehru moved swiftly and successfully to 

consolidate Indian power in Kashmir (then under great unrest). Menon's passionate defence 

of Indian sovereignty in Kashmir enlarged his base of support in India, and led to the Indian 

press temporarily dubbing him the 'Hero of Kashmir'. Nehru was then at the peak of his 

popularity in India; the only (minor) criticism came from the far-right. 
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The USA had hoped to court Nehru after its intervention in favour of Nasser during the Suez 

crisis. However, Cold War suspicions and the American distrust of Nehruvian socialism 

cooled relations between India and the US, which suspected Nehru of tacitly supporting the 

Soviet Union. Nehru maintained good relations with Britain even after the Suez Crisis. Nehru 

accepted the arbitration of the UK and World Bank, signing the Indus Water Treaty in 1960 

with Pakistani ruler Ayub Khan to resolve long-standing disputes about sharing the resources 

of the major rivers of the Punjab region. 

Although the Pancha Sila (Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence) was the basis of the 1954 

Sino-Indian border treaty, in later years, Nehru's foreign policy suffered through increasing 

Chinese assertiveness over border disputes and Nehru's decision to grant political asylum to 

the 14th Dalai Lama. After years of failed negotiations, Nehru authorised the Indian 

Army to invade Portuguese controlled Goa in 1961, and then he formally annexed it to India. 

It increased his popularity in India, but he was criticised by the communist opposition in 

India for the use of military force. The use of military force against Portugal earned him 

goodwill amongst the right-wing and far-right groups. 
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