
 

International Journal of Research in Economics and Social Sciences(IJRESS) 

Available online at: http://euroasiapub.org 

Vol. 12 Issue 09 September- 2022 

ISSN: 2249-7382 | Impact Factor: 8.018|   
 (An open access scholarly, peer-reviewed, interdisciplinary, monthly, and fully refereed journal.) 

 

 

 
International Journal of Research in Economics & Social Sciences 
      Email:- editorijrim@gmail.com, http://www.euroasiapub.org 

  (An open access scholarly, peer-reviewed, interdisciplinary, monthly, and fully refereed journal.) 

104 

MEDIA TRIALS IN INDIA 

Saksham Pradyot, School of Law, Assistant Professor, University of Petroleum and Energy 

Studies, Dehradun 

ABSTRACT 

The term "trial by media," which became popular in the late 20th and early 21st centuries, refers 

to how television and newspaper coverage affects a person's reputation by spreading ideas of 

guilt or innocence before or after a court of law judgment. In recent years, there have been 

several cases where the media has tried an accused person and rendered a verdict before the 

court renders one. 

The Supreme Court reaffirmed that the judiciary and the media are distinct organizations with 

distinct domains of influence and that their roles do not cross. One cannot and should not utilize 

the other to carry out their respective functions. It was noted that the media should solely do 

journalism and should not serve as a special judicial agency. This paper emphasizes how the 

prejudicial nature of some media coverage makes it illegal for freedom of speech and expression 

to amount to interference with the administration of justice. 

KEYWORDS: Trial by Media, Administration, Justice, Illegal, Freedom 

INTRODUCTION 

The "fourth mainstay of a majority rule government" after the council, the presidential branch, 

and the legal executive is regularly alluded to as the media. It is fundamental for raising 

individuals' awareness and has the ability to change cultural insights. Thus, it is fundamental to 

have a free and free media to maintain a vote based system. The Indian Constitution's Section 3 

doesn't explicitly make reference to squeeze opportunity. Notwithstanding, the High Court has 

managed in various cases that opportunity of the press is additionally safeguarded by Article 

19(1)(a) of the Indian Constitution. 

Free discourse is the essential prerequisite of freedom and, to lay it out plainly, is the option to 

complete one's thought process. It is the unlimited articulation of contemplations through 

language. It is viewed as a natural right. This right is something that each individual normally 
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acquires; it isn't something that the State or the Public authority gives. This doesn't, nonetheless, 

infer that the Constitutions of different countries are not important to guarantee it. Safeguarding 

the right to speak freely in a liberal democracy is essential. It opens the entryway for unhindered 

public discussion. Free of the media, correspondence of thoughts is a piece of opportunity of 

articulation. 

The expression "articulation," which is utilized related to "discourse" in Craftsmanship? 

19(1)(a), is adequately wide to incorporate the press. The High Court was requested to guard the 

independence from the media in different cases that preceded it beginning in 1950, 

notwithstanding the Constitution's absence of a specific reference of the media. Indeed, even 

contemporary science and innovation has made, and keeps on making, various methods for 

articulation and the capacity to impart thoughts. Accordingly, the aggregate right of the local 

area, the right of residents to peruse, is educated, and share information is undeniably 

remembered for the basic privileges ensured. Fundamentally, it involves individuals reserving an 

option to be aware. 

The court determined that the freedom of expression and the press lie at the core of all 

democratic organizations in Romesh Thapar v. State of Madras
1
. Since then, there has been a 

noticeable increase in the recognition and enforcement of journalistic freedom. The Supreme 

Court of India ruled in Prabhu Dutt v. Union of India
2
 that the freedom of the press includes the 

right to know news and information concerning government-related activities. This right is not 

unrestricted, though, and it may be constrained if doing so serves the greater good. In the case of 

Indian Express Newspaper v. Union of India
3
, a precise definition of press freedom was 

established. In this example, "press freedom" was defined as the absence of restrictions on the 

publication's distribution and content. The fundamental principle of political and social dialogue 

is press freedom. The court correctly defended press freedom and struck down policies and 

regulations that restricted it in accordance with the mandate of the constitution. 

                                                            
1 Romesh Thapar vs. State of Madras, AIR 1950 SC 124 
2 Prabhu Dutt vs. Union of India, AIR 1982 SC 6 
3 Indian Express Newspaper v Union of India, 1986 AIR 515 
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To maintain and increase the expectations of papers and media associations, upgrades in the 

institutional discussion of the media are required. Presently, the Press Chamber Demonstration 

of 1978, which shaped the PCI, gave it specific privileges to deal with circumstances in which a 

paper or news association might have disregarded editorial morals. The writer or the manager of 

a media source may likewise be cautioned, reproved, or trained by the Committee for any expert 

bad behavior. In any case, when the Individual Information Security Bill, 2019, was passed, the 

right to speak freely for the media could move along. 

The bill licenses exceptions for handling individual information for editorial purposes under 

Article 36(e). Columnists would be allowed to share their perspectives on anything that data they 

accept the overall population would see as intriguing in the event that this bill is passed into 

regulation. 

It has forever been news-casting's primary objective to hold up a mirror to society and mirror its 

frightful side. News and data are presently available to everybody in light of the fact that to the 

advancement of innovation, portable applications, distributions in essentially every territorial 

language, and the web. Individuals are regularly refreshed on recent developments and made 

mindful of worldwide happenings by this huge impact. 

The media is likewise fundamental in decreasing middle class wrongdoings, prosperous financial 

specialists, deceptive government authorities, and celebrities who attempt to pay off right out of 

legal disputes. The media watches out for this awful direct and is significant in uncovering huge 

fakes executed by authorities or the public authority. It is difficult to disregard the impact the 

media has on how individuals think today. In a few cases, similar to the assault and murder of 

Priyadarshini Mattoo, Jessica Lal, and Nitish Katara, it has made an exceptional showing of 

dealing with wrongdoers. Because of media consideration, the IPL games (Match-fixing and 

Wagering Line) played out so everyone can see were brought to the public's consideration. The 

media has without a doubt been useful in these cases. 

STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM 

In a majority rules government, press opportunity is critical. However, it should be finished in a 

way that doesn't limit somebody's opportunity. The right of a denounced individual to a fair 

preliminary is ordinarily compromised by media preliminaries. An extremely late peculiarity, 
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media preliminary obstructs legal procedures and terribly misconstrues the distinction between a 

"charged" and a "convict," in this manner it can't be dismissed. This is a worldwide peculiarity, 

and on the grounds that the media is a particularly powerful foundation, it can possibly adversely 

influence the populace. It is out of line to obstruct the organization of equity and the freedoms of 

the charged by having a preliminary in the media. To keep social control and keep individuals 

from being deluded for the sake of information sharing, this issue should be fixed. 

REVIEW OF LITERATURE  

M.P. Jain, "Indian Established Regulation," LexisNexis India, seventh release. In this book, the 

writer top to bottom analyzed how the Indian Constitution safeguards "the right to speak freely 

of discourse and articulation." likewise, he discussed how the right to speak freely and 

articulation prompts the opportunity of the press. The creator additionally featured the 

components that influence press opportunity requirements. He tended to the question of slowing 

down the organization of equity also. These parts of press opportunity are vital to the scientist's 

capacity to effectively move toward the review's subject more. 

D. S. Chopra and Smash Jethmalani, Thomas Reuters, New Delhi, "Cases and Materials on 

Media Regulation." The book's writers have tried to introduce the legal regulation and decisions 

relating to media. Various cases including press opportunity and suitable limits on that 

opportunity have been thought of. The scholars additionally illustrated the legitimate structure 

encompassing maligning and legal defiance, two purposes behind restricting editorial 

opportunity. The book has a committed section on "media preliminary" where a few cases are 

tended to inside and out, alongside the effect of the media preliminary on those cases. The 

creators have censured the guilty pleasure of columnists in such preliminaries through these 

occurrences. 

Shipra Distributions, New Delhi, "Prologue to Media Regulations and Morals," by Juhi P. 

Pathak. The creator referred to the US and the UK while talking about the improvement of 

Indian press regulation. The significance of and progressions in press opportunity were likewise 

stressed by the creator. She likewise censured the press for impeding privileges to a fair 

preliminary, to security, and against criticism. Concerning issues, editorial opportunity, and 

established arrangements, the creator offered her viewpoints. This has made it more 
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straightforward for the scientist to grasp the various advantages and disadvantages related with 

press opportunity, which will support the improvement of a reasonable report end. 

Media Regulation and Morals, by M. Neelamalar, Prentice Corridor India Learning Private 

Restricted. The creator begins by examining the foundation of media regulation in India prior to 

talking about the particular protected provisos that each columnist must know about. She go on 

by framing what media opportunity, slander, and licensed innovation freedoms are. The creator 

likewise chats on IPC and CrPC regulations that are relevant to the media. The creator then, at 

that point, examines media regulation as it connects with ladies and kids. The book likewise 

contains various huge cases that permitted the analyst to attach different regulations and 

guidelines to genuine conditions. 

RESEARCH OBJECTIVES 

The objectives of this research are- 

1. To examine the role played by the media in a democracy. 

2. To analyze the role of investigative journalism in criminal trials and public opinion of the 

case. 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

The doctrinal methodology of examination was utilized in this review. The review will utilize 

different auxiliary sources, including those that are promptly accessible and connected with the 

current subject, including books, diaries, paper articles, online sources, research articles, rules, 

and shows. To reach an inference from this review, the scientist will likewise make reference to 

various legal regulations and the Law Commission Report of India. 

ANALYSIS  

LAWS GOVERNING MEDIA IN INDIA 

Press was represented until 1757, following the Clash of Plessey, when the English East India 

Organization assumed command over a part of India. The Press and Enrollment of Books Act's 

section in 1867 was a defining moment throughout the entire existence of media regulation. The 

previously mentioned Act, which was passed to control the printing business and news 
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magazines, is still active today. Its further objectives incorporated the protection of book 

duplicates and the enlistment of books. 

Subversion was made an offense in Segment 124 An of the Indian Corrective Code, 1870, during 

the Wahabi Trick in 1869-1870, when the media assumed a huge part. Segment 124 A makes it 

against the law to purposefully or carelessly instigate disdain of the public authority and is at 

present deserving of a lifelong incarceration in addition to a fine. In light of the previous, the 

Dramatizations Exhibitions Act, 1876 was passed to manage public sensational exhibitions that 

could impel resistance to the public authority. The Vernacular Press Act, 1878 was passed and 

placed into impact when the then-Government saw that the press was getting more decisive by 

utilizing their own language. This was finished to decide and acquire "more noteworthy control" 

over the language press. 

The message was designed in 1851, and thus, the Indian Message Act was placed into impact in 

1885. Subsequently, the then-Government passed the Diary (Impelling to Offenses) Act in 1908, 

giving nearby specialists the power to make a move against the proofreader of any paper whose 

items were thought or affirmed to can possibly prompt uprising. The Press Act, 1910 was then 

placed into impact, giving the public authority the right and position to request cash from any 

paper as security. The Copyright Demonstration of 1957 and the Cinematograph Demonstration 

of 1952 were both passed by the public authority as expansions of the previously mentioned 

regulation. 

The Right to Data Act, which was recently passed and placed into impact in 2005, has extended 

press opportunity and assisted with making India a more liberal country generally. In India, there 

are many guidelines that administer and direct the way in which the press works. Despite the fact 

that there are no unique arrangements for press opportunity in the Constitution of India, 1950, 

the right to the right to speak freely of discourse and articulation for all Indian residents is 

ensured under Article 19(1)(a) of that report. Article 19(1)(a) of the Indian Constitution 1950 

The expression "preliminary by media," which acquired ubiquity in the late twentieth and mid 

21st hundreds of years, alludes such that media inclusion has on an individual's standing through 

molding public impression of responsibility or guiltlessness under the watchful eye of or after a 

court choice. As of late, there have been a few situations where the media has attempted a 
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charged individual and delivered a decision under the watchful eye of the court renders one. A 

few notable lawbreaker cases that would have gotten away from discipline with the exception of 

media intercession incorporate Priyadarshini Mattoo case, Jessica Lal case, Nitish Katara 

murder case and Bijal Joshi rape case
4
 

JUDICIAL DECISIONS 

The Honorable Supreme Court has held in numerous occasions that the freedom of speech and 

expression also includes the right to free press as a basic right. In the case of Brij Bhushan v. 

State of Delhi
5
, it was determined that under Art. 19(1)(a) of the Indian Constitution, freedom of 

speech and expression authoritatively embraces the freedom of the press, including print and 

electronic media, and has an impact on that right. 

Furthermore, the Supreme Court ruled in the case of Romesh Thapar v. State of Madras
6
 that 

freedom of speech or freedom of the press is the cornerstone of every democratic organization 

because without political debate, public education is impossible, which is essential for the 

effective operation of popular government. Justice Venklatrana of the Supreme Court of India 

stated that press freedom is crucial for the democracy's smooth operation in the case of India 

Express Newspaper Ltd. v. Union of India
7
. 

The Supreme Court reaffirmed in LIC v. Manubbai Shah
8
 that the right of speech and expression 

must be liberally interpreted to encompass the freedom to disseminate one's opinions orally, in 

writing, or through audiovisual media. This includes the freedom to share one's opinions in print 

or through other media. Any attempt to choke, suffocate, or strangle this right would spell the 

end of democracy and bring about autocracy or dictatorship, the Supreme Court stated. 

"Freedom to air one's position is the lifeline of any democratic institution." 

                                                            
4 http://docs.manupatra.in/newsline/articles/Upload/0158AEEE-1A16-473C-A41A-DB93A66000EB.pdf 

5 Brij Bhushan v. State of Delhi AIR 1950 SC 129 

6 Romesh Thapar v. State of Madras AIR 1950 SC 124 
7 India Express Newspaper Ltd. v. Union of India AIR 1986 SC 515 
8 LIC v. Manubbai Shah (1992) 3 SCC 637. 

http://docs.manupatra.in/newsline/articles/Upload/0158AEEE-1A16-473C-A41A-DB93A66000EB.pdf
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The Indian Supreme Court ruled in Printers (Mysore) Ltd. v. Assistant Commercial Trade 

Officer
9
 that although press freedom is not a fundamental right, it is inherent in the right to free 

speech and expression. The Supreme Court ruled in R. Rajagopal v. State of Tamil Nadu
10

 that 

neither the Government nor the officials had the right to prevent the publishing of a piece of 

writing on the grounds that it might be used to defame them. In Re: Vijay Kumar
11

, the Supreme 

Court recognized that a free press is the mother of all other liberties in a democratic society and 

that it is a necessary condition for a democratic form of governance. 

The Supreme Court considered postponement orders, or judicial orders preventing the media 

from publishing on events, in the case of Sahara India Real Estate Corpn. Ltd. v. SEBI
12

. In 

order to ensure appropriate administration of justice and trial fairness, this is done. Another 

significant point that was made was that there is a genuine and significant risk of serious bias to 

connected trials even in cases where fair and truthful reporting occurs. Additionally, delay orders 

are a way to prevent contempt. This is done to shield the media from acting disrespectfully while 

pursuing a story. These orders are also a helpful instrument for balancing competing public 

interests in protecting the integrity of the legal system and the media's exercise of their right to 

free speech and expression. In the case of Satish Bhushan Bariyar v. State of Maharashtra
13

, the 

Supreme Court issued another warning, holding that, if a media trial is a possibility, a media 

punishment cannot be ruled out. 

MEDIA AND THEIR INFLUENCE IN SOCIETY 

The media, which fills in as a mirror to the world or a stunner, is handily redirected from genuine 

reason by the paid news is given by ideological groups or other significant associations. The 

media then, at that point, turns into a manikin in the possession of those in, important, influential 

places. Thus, media that was previously working for, by, and of individuals currently works for, 

by, and of the supporters. These issues can lead to media preliminaries, where the media views a 

litigant to be liable under the steady gaze of the court rules. 

                                                            
9 Printers (Mysore) Ltd. v. Assistant Commercial Trade Officer1994 SCR (1) 682 

10 R.Rajagopal v. State of Tamil Nadu AIR 1995 SC 264 
11 (1996) 6 SCC 466 
12 Sahara India Real Estate Corpn. Ltd. v. SEBI; (2012) 10 SCC 603 

 
13 Satish bhushan Bariyar v. State of Maharashtra; (2009) 6 SCC 498 
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In the case of State of Maharashtra v. Rajendra Jawanmal Gandhi
14

, the Supreme Court noted 

that a trial by press, electronic media, or public agitation is the exact opposite of the rule of law 

when it came to punishment. This could very likely result in a miscarriage of justice, so a judge 

should protect himself from any such pressure and scrupulously follow the law. The right to a 

fair trial in court, by an impartial jury unaffected by newspaper dictation or popular Glamour, is 

guaranteed under the constitution. 

The media has widely reprimanded Indirani Mukherjee, the essential suspect in the Sheena 

Bohra Murder Case, for her own life. Her own life and character were examined all around by 

general society and the media. In endless events, the media has managed a denounced 

individual's preliminary and delivered a decision before the court's choice. 

The media preliminary of a notable star from the twentieth hundred years, Greasy Arbuvckle, 

who was subsequently tracked down not blameworthy by a decent court, brought about bad 

media inclusion that impacted his standing and vocation until the end of his life. On account of 

the homicide of Arushi Talwar Her folks Rajesh Talwar and Nupur Talwar were seen as at 

legitimate fault for the homicide; he was honest, yet the media uncovered him to be such. 

A regulation denying media from detailing anything hindering to the privileges of the blamed 

from the ideal opportunity for capture through the examination and preliminary in criminal 

procedures has been suggested by the Law Commission in its 200th report, Preliminary by 

Media: Free Discourse versus Fair Preliminary under Criminal Method (Revision to the Scorn of 

Courts Act, 1971). 

The previous Boss Equity of India, Y K Sabharwal, offered his perspectives on media 

preliminaries in November 2006, expressing that: Under the law, a charged individual is 

expected blameless until and except if they are demonstrated blameworthy in a courtroom, and 

they are qualified for a fair preliminary. In this manner, it is OK to expect that nobody be 

allowed to prejudge or predisposition one's contention. For what reason should popular 

assessment has any impact over judges? 

                                                            
14 State of Maharashtra v. RajendraJawanmal Gandhi; (1997) 8 SCC 386 
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The Supreme Court reaffirmed that the judiciary and the media are distinct organizations with 

distinct domains of influence and that their roles do not cross. One cannot and should not utilize 

the other to carry out their respective functions. It was noted that the media should solely do 

journalism and should not serve as a special judicial agency. Due to the biased character of some 

media coverage, it was also brought to light that exercising one's right to free speech and 

expression is prohibited since it interferes with the administration of justice
15

.  

Principal legal officer of India K.K. Venugopal expressed that how court news is conveyed by 

the media has significant implications while affirming in the scorn of legal dispute against 

lawyer Prashant Bhushan in 2009. 

The organization is enduring enormously because of the expression "today electronic and print 

media are transparently remarking on forthcoming cases trying to impact judges and public 

discernment." made by the court in the event that 18 

CONCLUSION 

To summarize, the press has been suitably eluded to as the Fourth Mainstay of A vote based 

system and press opportunity has forever been a valued honor in every majority rule country. 

However long there is straightforwardness, the media can be known as the fourth mainstay of a 

vote based system. In this day and age, the media is seen as a day to day necessity since we start 

and end our days with it, whether it be virtual entertainment, print media, or electronic media. 

Clearly the gamble they present is serious after an aggregate examination of the High Court of 

India's decisions on the subject of media preliminaries. The Media and the State have an 

obligation to regard each other's ranges of prominence. While the State ought to practice alert 

while forcing control or different punishments on the media, the media ought to likewise cease 

from any uncalled-for bad behavior. Examination, preliminary, and sentence are phases of media 

preliminaries that have the gamble of subverting the organization of equity. There is a fine yet 

obvious limit that ought not to be crossed in the cutting edge period of misleading content 

reporting intended to fulfill watchers' consistently contracting capacities to focus. Genuine 

revealing is protected all by itself, however when finished with a predisposition toward 

                                                            
15 R.K. Anand v. Delhi High Court; (2009) 8 SCC 106 SEE ALSO: M.P. Lohia v. State of W.B.; (2005) 2 SCC 686. 
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culpability or blamelessness with next to no authority allegation, it is plainly overextending with 

respect to the media. 
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