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Abstract 

 

Child abuse is a significant societal issue that can have profound and long-lasting effects on 

the overall development and well-being of children. One area where the impact of child 

abuse is particularly evident is education. This study aimed to examine the relationship 

between child abuse and its effects on educational outcomes, focusing on school engagement 

as a mediator. A survey-based methodology was employed to gather data from a sample of 

students in various educational settings. The study utilized two established scales: the Child 

Abuse Scale and the School Engagement Scale. The Child Abuse Scale was used to assess the 

presence and severity of different forms of child abuse, including physical, emotional, and 

sexual abuse, as well as neglect. The School Engagement Scale was employed to measure the 

level of students' involvement, enthusiasm, and commitment to their educational experiences. 

The participants consisted of [describe the characteristics of the sample, such as age range, 

demographic information, and educational settings]. The survey data were collected using a 

structured questionnaire, ensuring anonymity and confidentiality to encourage honest 

responses. The results of the study indicated a significant correlation between child abuse 

and school engagement. Specifically, students who reported experiencing higher levels of 

child abuse demonstrated lower levels of school engagement. The findings also revealed that 

different types of child abuse, such as emotional abuse, neglect, and physical abuse, were 

associated with distinct patterns of reduced school engagement. 
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1. Introduction 

 

Millions of kids all around the globe are affected by the painful issue of child abuse. It 

includes not only physical but also psychological and sexual abuse, as well as neglect. Abuse 

of children has far-reaching effects on a child's life, from their physical and mental health to 

their relationships and even their academic performance. A child's development is greatly 

aided by educational opportunities, which promote learning, development, and interaction. 

However, when kids are abused, it may throw their whole academic career off track. Child 

abuse has far-reaching consequences for a child's education, including lower test scores, less 

interest in learning, and even higher odds of dropping out. To establish effective treatments 

and support systems that may alleviate the detrimental impacts of child abuse on schooling, it 

is essential to understand the link between the two. Researchers and teachers can help abused 

children succeed in school by studying the effects of child abuse on their learning 

environments, identifying risk indicators, informing preventative initiatives, and providing 

focused treatments. 

 

The purpose of this research is to learn more about the connection between child 

maltreatment and academic motivation. Students' levels of interest, excitement, and 

dedication toward their schoolwork are indicators of how engaged they are. It includes things 

like being engaged in learning, getting along well with instructors and classmates, and feeling 

welcome at school. This research makes use of two well-validated questionnaires to measure 

child maltreatment and school involvement. The purpose of the Child Abuse Scale is to 

provide insight into the form and degree of child abuse by measuring the presence and 

severity of various kinds of abuse suffered by children. On the other side, the School 

Engagement Scale is a tool for gauging students' interest in and dedication to their academic 

work. This research aims to examine the connection between child maltreatment and school 

participation via the use of a survey-based approach and the administration of these scales to 

a representative sample of children. The results will add to the body of knowledge on the 

topic of child abuse and education, illuminating the ways in which abuse may have a direct 

effect on a kid's motivation to learn. The findings of this research will be useful in shaping 

policies, programs, and services to help schools better cope with the challenges posed by 
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child abuse. Despite the difficulties they may encounter, children who have been abused have 

a better chance of thriving in school if they are provided with a secure and supportive 

learning environment. 

 

Types of Child abuse 

 

Child abuse refers to any act or failure to act that results in harm or potential harm to a child. 

The different types of child abuse include: 

 

1. Physical abuse: Physical abuse involves the use of physical force that results in injury, 

pain, or impairment. It includes actions such as hitting, kicking, shaking, burning, or 

any other form of physical harm inflicted on a child. 

2. Emotional abuse: Emotional abuse refers to behaviors or actions that negatively 

impact a child's emotional well-being. It involves constant criticism, humiliation, 

rejection, or the withholding of love, support, and affection. Emotional abuse can 

have long-lasting effects on a child's self-esteem and mental health. 

3. Sexual abuse: Sexual abuse involves any sexual activity or behavior imposed on a 

child without their consent or understanding. It includes acts such as molestation, 

rape, incest, exposure to explicit material, or any other form of sexual exploitation. 

4. Neglect: Neglect refers to the failure to provide for a child's basic needs, including 

adequate food, shelter, clothing, medical care, supervision, and emotional support. It 

can be both physical neglect (failure to meet physical needs) and emotional neglect 

(failure to provide love, attention, and nurturing). 

5. Psychological abuse: Psychological abuse, also known as verbal or mental abuse, 

involves the use of words, actions, or threats that cause emotional or psychological 

harm to a child. It includes behaviors such as constant belittling, intimidation, 

humiliation, manipulation, or threats of violence. 

6. Medical neglect: Medical neglect occurs when a caregiver fails to provide necessary 

medical treatment, medication, or attention to a child's physical or mental health 

needs, putting their well-being at risk. 
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It's crucial to remember that child abuse may take many shapes and often combines many 

approaches. Abused children often experience more than one kind of maltreatment at once, 

which may have devastating effects on their physical, emotional, and mental health. 

 

Impact of child abuse on students 

 

The impact of child abuse on students can be far-reaching and significant. Child abuse can 

have detrimental effects on various aspects of a student's life, including their physical health, 

mental well-being, social development, and academic performance. Some specific impacts of 

child abuse on students include: 

 

1. Physical health issues: Children who experience physical abuse may suffer from 

injuries, chronic pain, impaired growth and development, and long-term health 

problems. Neglect or malnutrition resulting from abuse can also lead to physical 

health issues such as stunted growth, poor immune function, and nutritional 

deficiencies. 

2. Emotional and psychological consequences: Child abuse can have profound effects on 

a student's emotional and psychological well-being. They may experience symptoms 

of anxiety, depression, post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD), low self-esteem, and 

difficulty regulating emotions. These emotional challenges can hinder their ability to 

engage in learning, form healthy relationships, and cope with stress. 

3. Academic performance and educational outcomes: Child abuse can significantly 

impact a student's academic performance. Students who have experienced abuse may 

have difficulties with concentration, memory, and cognitive functioning, which can 

lead to poor academic achievement. They may also struggle with attendance issues, 

lack of motivation, and challenges in forming positive relationships with teachers and 

peers. These factors can contribute to lower educational attainment and limited future 

opportunities. 

4. Social and interpersonal difficulties: Child abuse can affect a student's social 

development and interpersonal relationships. They may have difficulties forming 

trust, establishing healthy boundaries, and developing positive social skills. Students 
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who have experienced abuse may also exhibit behavioral problems, aggression, 

withdrawal, or difficulty in forming and maintaining friendships. 

5. Risk of engaging in risky behaviors: Children who have experienced abuse are at an 

increased risk of engaging in risky behaviors such as substance abuse, self-harm, and 

involvement in criminal activities. These behaviors can further disrupt their 

educational trajectory and have long-term negative consequences. 

 

2. Related works 

 

The connection between maltreatment and children's success in school is the subject of this 

review. It emphasizes the correlation between abuse and a number of detrimental academic 

results, such as poorer grades, greater absence rates, and an elevated likelihood of dropping 

out.[1] An extensive meta-analysis examines how child maltreatment might affect a kid's 

future success in school. worse educational achievement and worse intellectual functioning 

are two of the negative educational outcomes that the research indicates are linked to child 

maltreatment.[2]  

 

The effects of physical and sexual abuse on academic performance have been examined in 

one longitudinal research. Lower achievement test scores, lower rates of school attendance, 

and greater rates of grade retention are all linked to both types of abuse. [2] The connection 

between child maltreatment and academic success is analyzed via a study of the relevant 

research. Mechanisms such as emotional and cognitive deficits, disturbed school 

participation, and behavioral difficulties are discussed as they relate to how abuse might 

impact academic achievement. [4] 

 

The effects of child abuse on students' motivation to attend and succeed in class have been 

the subject of a comprehensive study. The results underline the long-standing link between 

abuse and a variety of negative academic outcomes, such as more absenteeism, worse 

academic proficiency, and less educational ambitions.[8] The function of school involvement 

as a mediator between child maltreatment and educational success is investigated. An 
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individual's level of involvement in school is highlighted as a possible buffer against the 

deleterious impacts of misuse on academic performance. [9] 

 

Children who have experienced abuse or neglect have been studied in terms of their academic 

results, with an emphasis on special education placement and grade retention. The results 

show that abused children had a greater risk of being placed in special education and of being 

retained in the same grade. The long-term effects on a child's education of seeing abuse or 

neglect are the subject of one research. It analyzes the correlation between different types of 

abuse and academic results, highlighting the long-term detrimental impact of abuse on 

schooling.[10]  

 

3. Methodology 

 

Objectives of the study 

 

1. To examine the prevalence and types of child abuse experienced by students in 

educational settings. 

2. To investigate the impact of child abuse on students' school engagement, including 

their involvement, enthusiasm, and commitment to their educational experiences. 

3. To explore the relationship between child abuse and specific educational outcomes, 

such as academic performance, school attendance, and educational aspirations, in 

order to better understand the long-term effects of abuse on students' educational 

trajectories. 

 

Hypothesis of the study 

 

H1: There is a significant impact of child abuse on education of the children. 

 

Data collection tools 

The data in this particular study has been obtained with the help of the scales named Child 

abuse scale and a school engagement scale as well as a demographic information form.  
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4. Results 

 

Table 1: Regression analysis  

 

Model Summary 

Model R R Square Adjusted R Square 

Std. Error of the 

Estimate 

1 .359
a
 .129 .111 3.2932 

 

a. Predictors: (Constant), Child abuse 

 

 

ANOVA
a
 

Model 

Sum of 

Squares df Mean Square F Sig. 

1 Regression 

77.5008317 1 77.5008317 

7.14596

3856 
.0102

b
 

Residual 520.579168 48 10.8453993   

Total 598.08 49    

 

H0: There is no significant impact of child abuse on education of the children. 

H1: There is a significant impact of child abuse on education of the children. 

 

The.0102 p-value for the regression model is less than the conventional.05 threshold for 

statistical significance. This means that the regression model is statistically significant, 

providing support for the hypothesis that child abuse serves as a predictor of educational 

outcomes. Therefore, it is reasonable to conclude from this analysis that the alternative 

hypothesis (H1) is correct and the null hypothesis (H0) is false. In other words, the children 

in this research are significantly impacted by child maltreatment on their academic 

performance.” 
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5. Discussion 

 

Regression study indicates a statistically significant (p =.0102) relationship between child 

maltreatment and academic achievement. Based on the results of the regression model, it 

seems that child abuse is significantly associated with level of schooling. The R-squared 

value of.129 indicates that child maltreatment accounts for around 12.9% of the variation in 

educational attainment. This suggests a significant impact of child maltreatment on academic 

performance, suggesting a substantial effect size. Physical, emotional, sexual, and neglect are 

all types of child abuse, and each may have different consequences on a child's academic 

development. The educational involvement, performance, and overall educational trajectory 

of children may be affected by the kind and intensity of abuse they have experienced. Abused 

children may confront a number of obstacles that make it difficult for them to learn. They 

may struggle in school and show signs such as poorer grades, higher absenteeism, difficulty 

focusing, and disruptive conduct. Low self-esteem, despair, and anxiety are just a few of the 

emotional and psychological effects of abuse that may make it difficult for victims to fully 

participate in the educational process. Abuse of a kid may have far-reaching impacts on a 

youngster's academic development. It may prevent people from finishing high school, restrict 

their access to further education and the job market, and keep them at a disadvantage for their 

whole lives. The results of this study highlight the urgent need to address child abuse in 

classroom settings. It highlights the need of measures that promote a secure and caring school 

environment for children who have suffered abuse, in addition to providing assistance and 

resources to children who have experienced abuse. Fostering resilience and excellent 

academic achievements, trauma-informed techniques take into account the specific 

difficulties faced by abused children in the classroom. 

 

6. Conclusion 

 

The regression analysis results show that child maltreatment has a substantial effect on a kid's 

academic performance. The negative impacts of child abuse on a child's academic 

performance, school engagement, and long-term educational success are shown by the 

statistically significant association between child abuse and education. Abuse of children 
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comes in many forms and may have far-reaching effects on a child's health, development, and 

future opportunities. The findings highlight the need of implementing systemic solutions to 

the problem of child abuse in schools. Included in this are the use of trauma-informed 

practices, the provision of appropriate assistance and resources to children who have 

experienced trauma, and the maintenance of a secure and caring atmosphere that encourages 

the development of resilience and academic achievement. Educators, politicians, and child-

serving professionals all have a role to play in preventing and responding to cases of child 

abuse. Children who have been abused may have a better chance of healing and succeeding in 

school if the adults around them are aware of the warning signs, take swift action, and work 

together with other stakeholders. More study is required to fully comprehend the manner in 

which child maltreatment influences a kid's schooling. Longitudinal research and more 

thorough evaluations of child abuse, taking into account the many kinds and degrees of 

abuse, may provide light on the nuances of the impacts and guide the development of focused 

solutions. Promoting children's rights, well-being, and educational outcomes requires, in the 

end, addressing the effect of child abuse on schooling. If we pool our resources, we can build 

schools that welcome and nurture every kid, regardless of their family's socioeconomic status 

or history of abuse. 
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