International Journal of Research in Economics and Social Sciences(IJRESS)
Available online at: http://euroasiapub.org
Vol. 14 Issue 06 June- 2024
ISSN: 2249-7382 | Impact Factor: 8.018|
(An open access scholarly, peer-reviewed, interdisciplinary, monthly, and fully refereed journal.)

Advancing Educational Equity for Tribal Students in West Bengal: The Role of Community
Ethnic Schools

Jaydeep Mondal* & Nabanita Dhar?
Abstract:

In West Bengal, tribal children have the right to an education, but they also encounter several
obstacles in regular schools. This paper examines these challenges, which include high dropout
rates, linguistic hurdles, and cultural differences. In response, the study looks at a community ethnic
school model that works well and closes these gaps by putting a focus on the language, culture, and
hands-on learning of the tribe. By investigating this novel strategy, the study aims to support the
development of a more inclusive and fair educational system that gives West Bengali tribal children
greater influence.
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Introduction:

Education is widely recognized as a fundamental right, yet its realization remains elusive for many
tribal children in West Bengal. Despite efforts to promote universal access to education, numerous
challenges persist, hindering the effective inclusion of tribal communities in mainstream
educational systems. Ahibendu and Halder (2019) underscored this dilemma, emphasizing the
struggles faced by tribal children in accessing and benefiting from formal education. One of the
primary barriers identified is the significant disconnect between the curriculum and language used
in mainstream schools and the cultural and linguistic backgrounds of tribal communities. Chatterjee
(2012) aptly points out that this disconnects often leads to alienation, rote learning, and alarmingly

high dropout rates among tribal students.
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The language barrier stands out as a formidable obstacle in the educational journey of tribal
children. Bhowmik and Sarkar (2018) highlight that mainstream schools predominantly use Bengali
or English as the medium of instruction, which may diverge significantly from the native languages
spoken by tribal communities. This linguistic disparity not only hampers comprehension but also
impedes active participation and engagement in classroom activities (Mondal, 2017). Moreover, the
cultural disconnect further exacerbates the challenges faced by tribal children in mainstream
education. Singh (2016) notes that the curriculum often fails to resonate with the cultural contexts
and daily realities of tribal communities. Traditional teaching methods and subject matter may not
align with their lived experiences, leading to a sense of disengagement and detachment from the
educational process. The prevalent emphasis on rote memorization disregards holistic development,
which is crucial for the growth and learning of tribal students (Ahibendu & Halder, 2019).

Consequently, the combined effect of language barriers and cultural disconnect contributes
significantly to the high dropout rates among tribal students. The lack of tailored support and
understanding of their unique needs often pushes these children out of the education system
prematurely, perpetuating cycles of educational inequity and deprivation. This paper aims to
address these critical issues by examining the success story of a community ethnic school that has
effectively empowered tribal children through culturally sensitive education. Through an in-depth
exploration of innovative approaches and best practices, this research seeks to shed light on how
such models can serve as a blueprint for improving educational outcomes and fostering inclusivity
for tribal communities in West Bengal. By bridging language and cultural gaps, we can pave the
way for a more equitable and accessible education system that honors and uplifts the diverse

identities and aspirations of all learners.
Aims and Objectives of the Present Study:

e Analyze the specific challenges faced by tribal children in the West Bengal education
system (e.g., language barriers, cultural irrelevance, and socio-economic factors).
e Examine the pedagogical approach of the community ethnic school, focusing on its

emphasis on tribal language, culture, and experiential learning.
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e Assess the impact of the school on student outcomes, including academic performance,
dropout rates, and cultural identity.
e Evaluate the potential of the community ethnic school model for informing broader

educational reforms that promote educational equity for tribal communities.

Methodology:

This paper has been arranged thoroughly by auditing what different specialists have expounded on
the current area of interest. To reach the proposed targets, the current specialists have invested a lot
of energy perusing primarily project discoveries, exploration, or study discoveries. For setting up
the original copy, creators followed the Work area Survey and information was investigated by
account examination. This paper has been arranged based on direct wellsprings of optional

information.

Results and Discussions:

Challenges in Tribal Education:

There are a number of issues that affect tribal children's access to excellent education and overall
educational outcomes, contributing to the unique problems they face in the West Bengal education
system. West Bengali tribal populations frequently speak languages or dialects other than Bengali
or English, which are the main languages spoken in mainstream schools. Tribal language education
may not be adequately supported by resources or staffed by qualified teachers in schools, which
makes it difficult for students to learn the material and interact with others. It can be detrimental to
tribal children's comprehension, involvement in class activities, and general academic achievement
to employ a language that is unfamiliar to them. The cultural history, belief systems, and customs
of indigenous societies might not be represented in the curricula of mainstream schools. Students
from indigenous communities may become disengaged and indifferent as a result of this alienation.
Tribal perspectives and history are underrepresented: The contributions and experiences of tribal
people are frequently overlooked in favor of dominant civilizations in historical accounts and

cultural viewpoints. This omission may exacerbate feelings of invisibleness and marginalization.
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Numerous indigenous households encounter financial difficulties, which might include restricted
access to needs like food, medical care, and educational resources. Children's capacity to engage in
extracurricular activities and attend school on a regular basis may be impacted by this. It's possible
that tribal schools lack the necessary facilities, such as computers, libraries, and classrooms. The
general learning environment and educational quality might be negatively impacted by inadequate
infrastructure. Some parents of tribal descent might find it difficult to take an active role in their
children's education due to a variety of socioeconomic issues. The absence of parental participation
may have an impact on students' academic performance, motivation, and attendance. Children of
tribes frequently live in isolated or rural locations, making it difficult for them to go to schools that
are far from their villages. Limited options for transportation make this problem more badly. Tribal
children may have high dropout rates due to a combination of socioeconomic hardships, linguistic
hurdles, cultural differences, and accessibility concerns. At transitional phases like primary to

secondary education, dropout rates are frequently higher.

Challenge Description Impact

Language Barrier

Instruction in Bengali/English,
unfamiliar to many tribal
communities.

Difficulty understanding concepts,
limited participation, lower academic
achievement.

Cultural Irrelevance

Curriculum doesn't reflect
tribal culture, values,
knowledge.

Disengagement, alienation, feeling of
invisibility/marginalization.

Socio-economic
Factors

Poverty limits access to
resources, forces work over
school.

Irregular attendance, difficulty
participating in extracurricular activities.

Lack of
Infrastructure

Tribal schools may lack
proper facilities (libraries,
computers, classrooms).

Negative impact on learning
environment and overall educational
quality.

Limited Parental
Involvement

Socioeconomic issues hinder
parental participation in
education.

Lower student performance, motivation,
and attendance.

Accessibility Issues

Remote locations make
schools far from villages.

Difficulty attending school, higher
dropout rates.

Table-1: Challenges Faced by Tribal Children in West Bengal Education System
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The Pedagogical Approach of the Community:

The community ethnic school's pedagogical approach places a strong emphasis on several crucial
elements that are necessary to successfully engage tribal youngsters and foster their academic
success. A concentration on tribal language, culture, and hands-on learning are some of these
elements. Teaching in the tribal community's native tongues or dialects is given top priority at the
school. This method makes sure that students can understand the material completely, contribute
actively to class discussions, and strengthen their mother tongue language proficiency. The school
enhances pupils' feelings of cultural identification and pride while also helping to preserve linguistic
diversity by recognizing and encouraging the use of tribal languages. The curriculum of the school
is structured to include aspects of tribal knowledge systems, customs, and culture. With this
integration, students can link what they've learned.The school actively recognizes and celebrates
significant tribe cultural holidays, celebrations, and customs. These events give kids the chance to
learn about and value their ancestry while also fostering a sense of belonging. An important component
of the pedagogical method is experiential learning, which is accomplished through interactive projects,
field visits, and hands-on activities. This method encourages critical thinking, creativity, and problem-
solving abilities in students by allowing them to apply theoretical information in real-world contexts.
The school immerses students in learning experiences that are relevant to their lives and cultural
backgrounds through the use of role-playing exercises, simulations, and narrative techniques. This

interactive method encourages concept retention and deeper understanding.

Element Description Benefit

Tribal Instruction in students' native tongue Improved comprehension, participation,

Language strengthens mother tongue proficiency

Culture Curriculum integrates tribal knowledge, | Cultural identity, pride, sense of belonging
customs, and celebrations

Experiential | Interactive projects, field visits, hands- | Applies knowledge to real-world contexts,

Learning on activities fosters critical thinking, creativity, problem-

solving

Additional Involvement of elders, community Enhanced learning experiences,

Elements leaders, collaboration with tribal intergenerational connection, resource access,
organizations community involvement

Overall Improved academic achievement, cultural

Impact identity, self-confidence, overall growth

Table-2: Community Ethnic School Pedagogical Approach
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Elders, local authorities, and community leaders are actively involved in the school's educational
program. These people provide insightful information, anecdotes, and viewpoints that enhance
students' educational experiences and build ties between generations. In order to get access to
resources, support cultural initiatives, and encourage community involvement in education, the
school works with tribal organizations, cultural centers, and community groups. The community
ethnic school's pedagogical approach is a reflection of its dedication to respecting and incorporating
tribal language, culture, and hands-on learning into every facet of the educational process. This
holistic approach promotes kids' cultural identification, self-confidence, and overall growth in
addition to improving academic accomplishment.

Assess The Impact of The School:

Evaluating how the neighborhood ethnic school affects student results entails looking at a number
of variables, such as academic achievement, dropout rates, and cultural identification. Students
exhibit enhanced language fluency and skills as a result of the emphasis on teaching in tribal
languages, which has a favorable effect on their comprehension and engagement with academic
material. Higher levels of student involvement, motivation, and enthusiasm in learning are the
outcome of the experiential learning strategy and culturally relevant curriculum. This may result in
increased academic achievement in all subject areas. Students that use experiential learning
methods are better able to think critically, solve problems, and apply analytical abilities, which help
them succeed academically and get ready for new difficulties down the road.

Lower dropout rates among indigenous kids can be attributed to the school's culturally sensitive
approach, community involvement, and supportive learning environment. Pupils are more likely to
respect their education, feel like they belong, and stay involved in their education. The curriculum is
entertaining and relevant, and it minimizes student absenteeism when combined with supportive
measures for socioeconomic issues. Students' strong feeling of cultural identification is fostered by
the school's emphasis on tribal language, culture, and traditions. Their sense of pride in their
background, language, and traditions enhances their self-worth, self-assurance, and general well-
being.

Students learn more about their cultural origins, history, and customs through community service
and interactions with elders. The community's cultural continuity and identity are strengthened by
this generational knowledge transfer. The community ethnic school is probably going to have a

good effect on students' outcomes in a number of ways. Improved academic achievement is a result
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of more motivation and customized instructional strategies. As more kids feel a part of their school
and community, the dropout rate declines. As students accept and appreciate their background, their
cultural identity grows, resulting in a more comprehensive and fulfilling educational experience.
The Community Ethnic School Model:

There is a great deal of promise in the community ethnic school model to guide more
comprehensive educational changes that support educational equity for tribal communities. By
incorporating tribal language, culture, and knowledge systems into the curriculum, the approach
places a high priority on cultural relevance. This strategy can be used as a model to create inclusive,
culturally aware teaching methods in mainstream schools. Through the recognition and appreciation
of tribal groups' cultural legacy, the approach fosters a feeling of identification and belonging
among the kids. Reforms that give diversity, equity, and inclusion in education first priority can
benefit from this emphasis on cultural inclusivity.

A foundation for reconsidering pedagogical practices in mainstream schools is provided by the
community ethnic school model's emphasis on experiential learning and contextualized education.
It emphasizes the value of practical exercises, real-world applications, and student-centered
teaching strategies. These ideas can guide educational reforms that shift the focus from standardized
testing and rote memorization to a more comprehensive, individualized, and interesting method of

instruction. Reforms that promote increased

community involvement in education may be " Overallimpact )
sparked by the model's strong emphasis on (Educational Equity,
Socioeconomic
community involvement, partnerships with tribal Empowerment , Cultural
\_ Inclusivity) Y,

roups, and engagement with local experts and A
group gag P (" Benefits for Educational "
elders. Collaboration among schools, Reforms

. . (Cultural Inclusivity,
communities, and stakeholders can result in Experiential Learning,

. . . e . \_ Socioeconomic Equity ) /
educational programs, policies, and initiatives \

. . (~  Community Ethnic )
that are more culturally appropriate and sensitive School Model

(Tribal language, culture,
Knowledge Systems,
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to the specific needs and goals of tribal

communities.

Figure: Community Ethnic School Model and Educational Reforms
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Socioeconomic difficulty to education, such as lack of resources, parental support, and poverty, are
acknowledged and addressed by the concept. This model's reforms can give equal access to
opportunities, resources, and support services for all students—including those from
underprivileged backgrounds—top priority. To address systemic disparities and advance social
justice in education, targeted interventions—Iike scholarships, infrastructural upgrades, and socio-
emotional support programs—can be incorporated into more comprehensive educational reforms. In
order to evaluate student outcomes, pinpoint problems, and gauge the effectiveness of treatments,

the model places a strong emphasis on data gathering, analysis, and evaluation.

Evidence-based decision-making in educational policy and practice can be informed by this data-
driven approach. Robust data collection and analysis can provide valuable insights for educational
reforms that can result in more informed policies, resource allocation strategies, and accountability
systems that support educational excellence and equity for tribal people. Insights and tactics from
the community ethnic school model can be used to guide more comprehensive educational changes
that support educational equity, cultural inclusivity, community involvement, and socioeconomic
empowerment for tribal populations. Through the application of the model's tenets and procedures
to policy and practice, interested parties can strive toward a more just, inclusive, and efficient
educational system that benefits every student.

Conclusion:

In West Bengal, community ethnic schools provide a useful paradigm for advancing educational
fairness for tribal students. By overcoming language hurdles, establishing cultural identity, and
applying experiential learning, these institutions can allow tribal kids to excel academically and
maintain a deep connection to their ancestry. Their success indicates that a more inclusive and
efficient education system for all West Bengali children can be achieved by integrating these ideas
into more extensive educational reforms. West Bengali tribal students face several obstacles in the
regular school system: Many tribal tribes are not conversant with Bengali, the language used for
instruction. Learning is hampered by the large comprehension gap this causes. The values,
knowledge systems, and way of life of the tribe may not be reflected in the curriculum.
Disengagement and a feeling of estrangement may result from this gap. Children in poverty may be
forced to work to support their families, which will lower their attendance at school. Furthermore, it

may be difficult to access isolated areas due to a lack of adequate infrastructure or high-quality
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schools. By stressing that instruction is given in the child's native tongue, community ethnic schools

provide an alternative that promotes greater comprehension and involvement. Tribal history,

customs, and knowledge are incorporated into the curriculum to foster cultural pride and identity.

Learning is made more relevant by tying academic ideas to students' real-world experiences through

practical exercises.
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