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Abstract 

Apart from her spiritual and political activities, Mrs. Annie Besant took keen interest in the 

reforms related to education. His contribution in this direction is indeed immense. As an 

educationist, Mrs Annie Besant built her ethos on simple living and high thinking. Annie Besant 

strongly felt that the greatness of Indian culture was being drowned out by the western mode of 

education. Mrs. Annie Besant considers education as the main means of achieving both 

immediate and ultimate goals of life. According to his opinion, along with the end, the means 

should also be morally strong. If the means is right, then the achievement of the end will 

definitely happen. Describing the means as the cause and the end as the work, he has made it 

clear that if the education as the reason is appropriate and sufficient, then the achievement of the 

end is inevitable. Mrs. Besant has also tried to build various theories related to education on the 

basis of her philosophy of education and has also presented ideas on various parts of education in 

her own way, which can be presented briefly in the following form: - In the presented research 

paper, The study needs to be viewed and understood from multiple points of view to reveal the 

potential difference not only in bringing out excellence among individuals but also between 

cognitive and non-cognitive aspects of education. 
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Introduction 

Education is not just a matter of training the mind and not just acquiring knowledge, collecting 

and correlating facts, but it is about looking at the importance of lifestyle as a whole. Mrs Besant 

also propagated that the function of education is to create human beings who are integrated and 

hence intelligent. According to Mrs. Annie Besant education should help in discovering lasting 

values so that people do not just repeat slogans they should help in breaking social and social 

barriers at the national level. He also stressed that girls needed personal encouragement to pursue 
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a more in-depth and comprehensive education, believing that they would lead India. Mrs. Annie 

Besant made a radical change in the education system practiced by Macaulay by correctly 

assessing the underlying intentions of Macaulay's education system. On the education of Indian 

religion, culture, morality and the eternal values of life, he created a solution of modern Indian 

education in accordance with the national interest and presented the concept of required system 

for all-round education for Indian boys and girls. He believed that through education, the 

inherent possibilities of the learner should be blossomed and developed in a virtuous 

environment. According to Mrs. Besant, the aim of education should be to inculcate and develop 

the discipline, sacrifice, simplicity, virtue, hard work, fearlessness etc. necessary for national life, 

not just to get a job. In ancient India, the main aim of any person's life was considered to be the 

attainment of salvation. Therefore, according to that the aim of education was- 'Sa 

VidyaVimuktaye'. The meaning of which was that true education is the one which leads to 

salvation. In the presented research paper, the objectives of Annie Besant's education are 

presented further. 

1. Physical Development 

The first aim of education is to provide knowledge about the physical world and the development 

of the gross body and the natural laws related to them. What is the use of different parts of the 

body in its operation? It is also a part of education to give knowledge of it and to keep harmony 

between its various parts and to keep them capable and capable to complete their tasks in a 

healthy manner and to enable them to perform their functions in a healthy manner. Can perform 

religious, mental and moral activities. It is generally kept under the personal side of physical 

development whereas in fact it should be kept under the social side. According to Mrs. Besant, 

man is developing the various powers of his body for the purpose of the development of the 

whole creation, and not for the supply of narrow personal objectives. 

According to the stage of development of the child, he should be given training for the 

development of different parts of the body and senses. As Mrs. Besant has clarified that the main 

aim of the education of the children of one year to seven years should be the development of the 

senses and to train them to work in the right direction so that they experience the vibrations of 

Brahma sensation through their senses. 
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According to Annie Besant, it is necessary to make provision for physical, mental, religious and 

moral education for children in educational institutions. They consider a healthy body as the 

basis of all means. According to them, the aim of education should be to achieve the full 

development of every innate quality of the child, as Rousseau says that 'a healthy mind resides in 

a healthy body'. Mrs. Besant's attention was natural to go towards this. 

2. Mental Elevation 

Under this objective, the time comes for every possible development work of the child's mental 

powers, so that he can make his contribution possible and easy in the advanced development 

process of mankind through himself and through him. The qualities and powers of his 

observational power, memory, reasoning ability, decision making ability and clarity of thoughts 

etc. should be specially developed and trained. With the development of these abilities, the child 

may become capable of giving a right direction and purpose to his life by intelligently facing the 

various problems coming in his present life. Due to this, the society also automatically starts 

getting the right order of its development. Only after the development of intellectual capacity, a 

man will be able to understand how the society has come to the present state while developing 

and how it will progress further, he also gets a picture of it in his mind and accordingly he can 

determine and fulfill his duties properly. May be able to edit. 

For the all-round development of the children, there is a great need for the upgradation of their 

mental powers. The intelligence of man separates him from the category of animals. Education is 

the most important base and the most capable medium in refining the human mind. The 

development of children's memory power, clarity of thoughts and self-expression etc. should be 

the paramount objective of education, which basically depends on the development of mental 

powers. 

In the adolescence of a child's development, the development of emotions takes place at a very 

rapid pace. This stage is so delicate that if the emotions are not developed in the proper direction 

through education, then the overall personality development of the person becomes unbalanced. 

As per the opinion of Mr. Skinner, "In the initial years of adolescence, there is a storm-like 

situation in the mind and brain of the adolescent." Therefore, Mrs. Besant also believes that 

under this purpose of education, by giving proper training to the emotions and imagination of the 

child, a new development can be achieved. Direction can be provided and human character can 
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be made excellent on the basis of moral education, so that the path of virtues like love, service, 

sympathy, respect, sacrifice, charity should be presented in the children. 

3. Religious purpose 

According to Brahmavidya, man is a divine creature and in the seven elements of his creation, 

the 'soul' element is eternal and immortal because it is a part of the Supreme Soul. Therefore, the 

ultimate and supreme aim of man's education is also to realize the 'soul'. Mrs. Besant had this 

unwavering belief that the knowledge of the soul can be achieved neither by sense organs, nor by 

intelligence, nor by any other senses. This supreme element is realized by intuition. To achieve 

this objective, a person has to love God and serve not only towards human beings but also 

towards living beings, only then by awakening the sense of unity in diversity, he can establish 

his unity with the unbroken, infinite and eternal Brahman. I can be successful. For the 

development of this power, study of religious books, worship of God, meditation and closeness 

of a spiritual teacher are necessary. Because the one who himself has attained self-realization, 

only he can impart the knowledge of self-realization to his disciple. 

The religious aim of education means to find a way to remove the obstacles coming in the way 

of inculcating love for God in man. In the absence of religious education, our animal instincts 

cannot be refined. We can respect every living being in the world only on the basis of religion. 

That means the idea of world brotherhood will be realized only then. Our growth will be able to 

put a stop to nuclear weapons that have the potential of destroying the universe only when we 

adopt religious education as an important basis of education by giving importance to it in our 

schools and universities. According to Mrs. Annie, educated is the one who has understood 

religion and understood its secrets and held them in his life have complied with them. Our 

narrow thoughts are destroyed by the knowledge of religion. We are able to understand the true 

nature of our duties. 

4. Moral Development 

Morality means preventing the flow of emotional powers from going in the wrong direction and 

developing them appropriately for functioning in the right direction. The final result of moral 

education is to establish such harmony between mind, speech and action, which is helpful in 

achieving the goal in every way. It is only through moral development that social qualities, 

dutifulness and sense of responsibility can be created in the students and love for the general 
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public can be generated. In this way, Annie Besant understood the need of religious and moral 

aspects as much as the physical and mental aspects in the periphery of her vision related to 

education. 

5. Development of service spirit 

Annie Besant was of the opinion that it is very necessary and practical to develop the spirit of 

service in school and university students. Such goodwill should be created in him, so that he not 

only becomes aware of his country's interest and social interest, but also tries to achieve it. They 

can think about the benefit of lakhs of illiterate, poor brothers of their society. They should be 

encouraged by education and they should be automatically motivated to serve the poor. In his 

view, students should be taken as volunteers for fairs, festivals, social welfare works, so that they 

can become alert and aware to serve the public. 

Mrs. Annie Besant's Education thoughts 

In accordance with her education plan, Mrs. Annie Besant has also tried to prove the scientific 

basis of the clear thoughts she has presented through her articles and lectures regarding various 

education principles. For example, according to today's education psychology, education should 

be provided according to the different stages of the child's development. Training should be 

given according to the interest and ability of the child. According to the principle of 

development, the possibilities of child's development should be awakened etc. Similarly, Mrs. 

Besant has also indicated the four pillars of education, namely natural, scientific, social and 

spiritual, according to the level of age and development. 

After coming to India on November 16, 1893, he first felt the need for radical restructuring and 

reform (with priority importance) in the education sector of India. How is this? For this, he made 

a deep study of the ancient ideals and history and religion culture of India for reorganization and 

reform. The importance of the difference arising due to any other reason has also been accepted 

and accordingly it has been given exemption of manipulation. After the main breakfast period in 

the morning (which should be as accessible as possible from the school itself), the time should be 

fixed for complete rest for the students, in which the student should be allowed to do any kind of 

intellectual work. Mrs. Besant believes that before and after teaching, a small prayer must be 

made to the students (while at that time, English national anthem of Longlib the Queen or 
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glorification of Jesus Christ was sung in some places in English schools related to royalism. 

English songs associated with were sung. 

Teaching method according to Mrs. Besant 

According to Mrs. Besant, teaching method is definitely a means of education, however, the 

teacher should not become its slave. He should respect the originality inherent in the students. In 

fact, such an inspiration should be given to the child through education, with the help of which 

the student can make the path of his life more and more prosperous. Can successfully face life's 

struggles. Can be helpful in the progress of the society and the nation. 

According to Mrs. Annie Besant, education is that perfection, through which a person continues 

to receive the light of knowledge. The system of education by the teacher should not become a 

slave to the methods of education shown in the educationist, but by his ability and his 

personality, he should guide the student in such a way that even after the education period, he 

himself is able to make his life happy.  

Conclusion 

Mrs. Annie Besant had told the development of the spirit of universal brotherhood and 

universalism necessary for the all-round development of mankind. Education is the way to 

develop the inherent abilities in the child. Mere act of providing information or giving 

information about subjects is not education from their point of view. That's why real education is 

considered to be the process of uncovering the underlying knowledge. In this context, Mrs. 

Annie Besant, considering man as a divine being, the work related to the development of the 

abilities and powers inherent in him is called real education. This concept of education gives 

confirmation to the specific psychological basis of the education plan formulated by Mrs. Annie 

Besant. On psychological basis, all the abilities and capabilities of human are divided into 

physical, mental, intellectual and emotional categories. Accordingly, the integrated development 

of all these abilities becomes the aim of education, such was the idea of Mrs. Annie Besant, and 

the same idea has also been propounded by the new National Education Policy of 1986 adopted 

in India. Apart from this, Mrs. Annie Besant has described the ability to achieve the highest goal 

of life 'self-realization' as another important aim of education. From this point of view, where 

Mrs. Annie Besant has considered the spiritual development of man as the ultimate goal of 

education, it is not considered so at present. Since self-revelation is essential for 'self-realization' 
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and for self-revelation it becomes necessary for a person to get information about all his/her 

powers and abilities and to develop and channelize them in the proper direction, therefore 

physical, mental, intellectual, etc. And emotional development can also be underlined. 
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