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ABSTRACT 

India extended significant support to Maldives during the pandemic. This included a five-

pronged package encompassing air, sea, intra-island, and telecommunications assistance, as 

well as a US$150 million currency swap facility. In November 2020, India and Maldives signed 

four Memorandums of Understanding (MoUs) related to high-impact community development 

projects, focusing on areas like water supply, sanitation, and renewable energy. 

India continued to be a key partner for Maldives in human resource development. This included 

offering scholarships to Maldivian students for higher education, sending teachers to Maldivian 

schools, and providing training programs in various sectors. The relationship between India and 

Maldives remained free of any politically contentious issues, fostering trust and long-term 

friendly relations. India welcomed the election of Maldives' Foreign Minister as the President of 

the 76th session of the United Nations General Assembly (UN) in 2021, further strengthening 

diplomatic ties. 
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INTRODUCTION 

China's economic and military clout in the Indian Ocean poses a challenge. Increasing 

Maldivian debt to China and infrastructure projects raise concerns about potential strategic 
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leverage. This can create anxiety for India regarding its security interests in the region. 

Maldives faces the delicate task of maintaining close ties with both India and China, major 

players in its development and security. Striking a balance without upsetting either can be 

tricky. 

Internal political changes in Maldives can prompt changes in perspectives towards India. Some 

resistance groups advocate for a "Maldives First" strategy and push for a diminished Indian 

presence, making respective ties helpless against homegrown elements. 

While the two countries share profound social associations, there is now and again the 

impression of Indian predominance among specific segments of the Maldivian public. 

Addressing these worries and it is pivotal to cultivate common understanding. 

Climate change represents a critical danger to the Maldives, with rising ocean levels and 

outrageous climate occasions. While India offers help with this space, collaboration should be 

additionally fortified. 

Sporadic relocation across the India-Maldives boundary can be a wellspring of pressure. 

Tracking down reasonable arrangements and tending to the main drivers of relocation are 

essential. 

Ordinary exchange and straightforward communication among state run administrations and 

common social orders can fabricate trust and address concerns. Reinforcing economic ties 

through exchange, venture, and the travel industry can cultivate further reliance and shared 

benefit. Joint effort on local security challenges like robbery and psychological warfare can 

exhibit the worth of their association. 

In general, the India-Maldives relationship holds enormous potential. By tending to the current 

difficulties and effectively encouraging collaboration, they can explore the complex geopolitical 

scene and reinforce their pivotal association for shared benefit. 
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India stayed the main wellspring of vacationers for the Maldives, with more than 291,787 

Indian guests in 2021. This contributed essentially to the Maldivian economy. The two 

countries share profound ethnic, semantic, social, and strict ties, further fortifying their bond. 

The Maldives' essential area in the Indian Sea draws in interest from different players, possibly 

affecting India-Maldives relations. The two countries face the danger of climate change and 

rising ocean levels, requiring collaboration on ecological issues. 

Generally, the relationship among India and the Maldives during 2020-2022 was described as 

areas of strength for by, common regard, and shared social connections. Notwithstanding, it's 

essential to recognize existing difficulties and think about future advancements in the area. 

India and Maldives share profound verifiable, social, and economic ties, and their relationship 

holds promising opportunities for the two countries. Here are a few key regions where their 

organization can prosper: 

1. Economic Opportunities: 

The travel industry: India can add to Maldivian the travel industry by putting resources into 

extravagance resorts, economical travel industry drives, and ability improvement for 

neighborliness experts. 

Exchange: Growing exchange regions like drugs, development materials, and rural items can 

help the two economies. 

Framework improvement: India can team up on foundation projects in Maldives, similar to 

port turn of events, sustainable power, and waste administration. 

Blue economy: The two countries can cooperate to tackle the capability of the Indian Sea for 

practical fishing, marine examination, and eco-the travel industry. 

2. Security and Protection: 
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Sea security: Joint effort in watching the Indian Sea, fighting robbery, and sharing knowledge 

can upgrade territorial security. 

Network protection: India's mastery in online protection can be imparted to Maldives to 

reinforce its advanced framework and battle online dangers. 

Fiasco the executives: India's involvement with calamity readiness and reaction can be 

important for Maldives, which is powerless against cataclysmic events like tsunamis. 

3. Social and instructive exchange: 

Understudy exchange programs: Empowering scholarly exchanges can cultivate a more 

profound understanding of one another's societies and construct future pioneers. 

Information sharing: India can share its ability in medical services, schooling, and innovation 

with Maldives. 

Joint widespread developments: Celebrating shared social legacy through celebrations and 

imaginative coordinated efforts can reinforce the connection between the two countries. 

4. Territorial and worldwide collaboration: 

Taking care of worldwide problems like climate change, psychological warfare, and reasonable 

improvement can enhance their voices on the worldwide stage. 

India can uphold Maldives' bid for provincial and worldwide associations, further reinforcing 

their ties. 

Difficulties to survive: 

While the opportunities are huge, a few moves should be tended to: 

Political flimsiness in Maldives can at times obstruct long haul collaboration. 
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Varying degrees of economic advancement might be spanned through customized approaches. 

Ecological worries connected with the travel industry and advancement should be painstakingly 

made due. 

Generally speaking, the relationship among India and Maldives holds gigantic potential for 

common advantage. By zeroing in on shared interests, tending to difficulties, and utilizing their 

unique assets, the two countries can construct areas of strength for a prosperous organization. 

Relationship of India and Maldives during years 2020-2022 

The relationship between India and Maldives during 2020-2022 remained strong, multi-faceted, 

and supportive. Here are some key highlights: 

Cooperation in the face of COVID-19: 

India provided crucial assistance to Maldives during the pandemic, including a five-pronged 

package encompassing air, sea, intra-island transport, and telecommunications support. 

A US$150 million currency swap facility was extended by India to help Maldives manage its 

foreign exchange reserves. 

India likewise provided fundamental clinical supplies and antibodies and upheld Maldivian 

medical care experts through preparing programs. 

Reinforcing respective ties: 

Significant level visits: Maldives' Foreign Minister Abdulla Shahid's political race as the Leader 

of the 76th UN General Assembly was invited by India, exhibiting close conciliatory ties. 
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Updates of Understanding (MoUs): Four MoUs were endorsed in November 2020 covering 

High Effect Community Advancement Ventures and participation in Sports and Youth Issues, 

further cementing respective collaboration. 

Proceeded with Economic Organization: India stayed the biggest traveller source market for 

Maldives, with 291,787 Indian sightseers in 2021, contributing essentially to the Maldivian 

economy. 

Improvement projects: India effectively partook in framework improvement projects, 

including a 25-MW sunlight based energy project and the continuous extension of Male Global 

Air terminal. 

Other key parts of the relationship: 

Social and instructive ties: The well established social and etymological connections stay solid, 

with Indian educators present in numerous Maldivian schools and Maldivian understudies 

seeking after advanced education in India. 

Security collaboration: India keeps on being a key security accomplice for Maldives, helping 

with oceanic security and counter-illegal intimidation measures. 

Territorial and global participation: The two countries team up on local and worldwide 

issues, including climate change and feasible turn of events. 

By and large, the relationship among India and Maldives saw supported energy during 2020-

2022, described by shared help, expanded economic commitment, and proceeded with joint 

effort on different basic issues. 

Economic and Exchange Relations: 

The travel industry: India stayed the top vacationer source market for Maldives, with a critical 

portion of traveler appearances during this period. 
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Foundation Advancement: Indian organizations were associated with significant framework 

projects in Maldives, similar to the development of the Male Worldwide Air terminal. 

Exchange and Venture: Reciprocal exchange kept on developing, with India trading different 

labor and products to Maldives. 

In general, the relationship among India and Maldives during 2020-2022 stayed solid and 

positive, portrayed by collaboration, help, and a common obligation to local security and 

improvement. 

The Maldives' political scene saw a few changes during this period, with another President 

chosen in 2021. Be that as it may, this didn't fundamentally affect the relationship with India. 

The two countries effectively took part in provincial and worldwide associations, further 

reinforcing their ties and collaboration on worldwide issues. 

India kept on being a huge exchange accomplice and financial backer to the Maldives. GMR 

Foundation, an Indian organization, dealt with the Male Worldwide Air terminal on a 25-year 

contract. India additionally marked MOUs connected with high-influence community 

advancement ventures and participation in sports and youth issues. 

India stayed a critical wellspring of schooling and preparation for Maldivians, with various 

Maldivian understudies seeking after advanced education in India. The Indian Council for 

Social Relations offered grants to Maldivian youth. 

A few Maldivians, especially resistance groups, view India's economic and security help as 

obstruction in their internal undertakings. This can prompt strains, as found in the "India Out" 

opinion that arose in 2022. 

China's economic and foundation interests in the Maldives raise worries in India about a likely 

essential change in the district. Adjusting these relationships without making a struggle is a 

fragile undertaking for Maldivian policymakers. 
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The Maldives' weakness to fear monger assaults and radicalization because of its geographic 

area and permeable lines is a worry for the two countries. India has given help with battling 

these dangers, however further participation is critical. 

The Indian Sea is an imperative shipping lane for the two countries, and robbery and unlawful 

fishing remain dangers. Cooperative endeavors to guarantee sea security are fundamental. 

The Maldivian economy vigorously depends on the travel industry, making it powerless against 

outside shocks like the pandemic. India can assume a part in enhancing the Maldivian economy 

and advancing a supportable turn of events. The huge number of Indian transient laborers in the 

Maldives raises worries about their functioning circumstances and abuse. Guaranteeing fair 

treatment of these specialists is significant for keeping up with positive relations. 

The two countries are defenseless against the impacts of climate change, for example, rising 

ocean levels and outrageous climate occasions. Collaboration in tending to these difficulties is 

pivotal for their drawn out prosperity. The spread of bogus data can adversely influence general 

assessment and strain two-sided relations. Endeavors to battle deception and advance media 

education are essential. 

DISCUSSION 

India and Maldives share a close, multi-dimensional relationship with deep historical and 

cultural ties. This presents a fertile ground for several exciting opportunities for collaboration 

and growth across various sectors. 

India can put resources into creating a manageable travel industry framework in Maldives, 

while Maldives can profit from Indian skill in overseeing enormous vacationer inflows. The two 

countries can investigate international alliances and special exchange plans to help each 

exchange different labor and products. India's ability in sun based and wind power can be 

bridled to assist Maldives with progressing towards environmentally friendly power sources and 
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decrease reliance on petroleum derivatives. Joint effort in reasonable fishing rehearses, 

hydroponics improvement, and marine exploration can help the two economies and guarantee 

capable asset use. 

Joint Sea Watches and Observation: Expanded collaboration in sea security can battle robbery, 

unlawful fishing, and psychological oppression in the Indian Sea district. 

Network safety: Sharing aptitude and best practices in network safety can assist the two 

countries with safeguarding against digital dangers and safeguard basic foundation. 

Catastrophe The board and Readiness: Cooperative endeavors in a debacle, readiness and 

reaction can moderate the effect of cataclysmic events like typhoons and tsunamis, which the 

two countries are helpless against. 

Information sharing: Ordinary understudy exchanges, workforce coordinated efforts, and joint 

examination drives can cultivate further social understanding and information partaking in 

different fields. 

Language picking up: Advancing the learning of Hindi and Dhivehi dialects in one another's 

countries can reinforce social securities and work with communication. 

Conventional expressions and specialties: Joint effort in protecting and advancing customary 

expressions and artworks can enhance the two societies and lift the travel industry. 

Medical services Participation: India's high level clinical framework can be used to give 

specific medical services administrations to Maldivians and train clinical experts. 

Data and Communication Innovation: Coordinated effort in creating advanced framework 

and advancing computerized education can drive economic development and further develop 

admittance to data in the two countries. 
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Contrasts in scale and economic turn of events: India's bigger size and economic strength 

could require conscious thought to guarantee even handed associations. 

Foundation limits in Maldives: Updating framework in certain areas may be important to 

understand the capability of specific coordinated efforts completely. 

Political and geopolitical dynamics: Navigating the complex geopolitical landscape of the 

Indian Ocean region is crucial for maintaining a stable and productive partnership. 

Conclusion 

The relationship between India and Maldives presents a wealth of opportunities for mutual 

benefit and growth. By addressing the challenges constructively and leveraging their respective 

strengths, both countries can build a thriving partnership that secures a prosperous and 

sustainable future for their citizens and the region. 
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