
 

International Journal of Research in Economics and Social Sciences(IJRESS) 

Available online at: http://euroasiapub.org 

Vol. 9 Issue 6, June - 2019 

ISSN(o): 2249-7382 | Impact Factor: 6.939 | 
 

 

 

 

International Journal of Research in Economics and Social Science (IJRESS)  

Email:- editorijrim@gmail.com, http://www.euroasiapub.org 

  (An open access scholarly, peer-reviewed, interdisciplinary, monthly, and fully refereed journal.) 

500 

The legacy of Ghandi and the challenges of applying his ideas in the 21st century 

 

Ramesh kumar, 

Associate Professor of History, 

Govt. College, Alewa, Jind(HRY.) 

Introduction 

Mahatma Gandhi was one of the most influential figures of the 20th century. He is best known 

for his philosophy of nonviolence, which he used to lead the Indian independence movement 

against British rule. Gandhi's ideas have had a profound impact on the world, and they continue 

to be relevant in the 21st century. Mahatma Gandhi was born Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi on 

October 2, 1869, in Porbandar, Gujarat, India. He was the youngest child of Karamchand 

Gandhi, the chief minister of Porbandar, and Putlibai. Gandhi was a shy and sensitive child, and 

he was deeply influenced by his mother's Hindu faith and her emphasis on nonviolence. 

Mahatma Gandhi, also known as Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi, was the leader of the Indian 

independence movement against British rule. He employed nonviolent civil disobedience as a 

means to achieve his goals. Gandhi is internationally honored for his philosophy of nonviolence 

and his leadership of the Indian independence movement. He is often called Mahatma, which 

means "Great Soul." 

Gandhi studied law in London and then returned to India to practice law. However, he soon 

became involved in the Indian independence movement. He believed that India could achieve 

independence through nonviolent means, such as boycotts, strikes, and civil disobedience. 

Gandhi's philosophy of nonviolence, known as satyagraha, is based on the belief that all people 

are equal and that violence is never justified. He argued that it is possible to achieve change 

through love, compassion, and understanding. 
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Gandhi's methods were successful in achieving Indian independence in 1947. He is also credited 

with helping to end the caste system in India and with promoting religious tolerance. Gandhi is 

considered one of the most important figures in Indian history, and his ideas have had a profound 

impact on the world. 

Gandhi's Legacy 

Gandhi's legacy is vast and multifaceted. He is considered the father of modern India, and his 

nonviolent methods of protest inspired other civil rights leaders around the world, such as Martin 

Luther King Jr. and Nelson Mandela. Gandhi's ideas have also been influential in the fields of 

economics, environmentalism, and social justice. 

One of Gandhi's most important contributions was his concept of satyagraha, which means "truth 

force" or "soul force." Satyagraha is a nonviolent method of protest that relies on the power of 

love and persuasion to achieve its goals. Gandhi believed that satyagraha could be used to fight 

injustice and oppression without resorting to violence. Gandhi also had a strong commitment to 

social justice. He worked to improve the lives of the poor and marginalized, and he spoke out 

against discrimination based on race, religion, or caste. Gandhi's ideas have been used to 

promote peace, equality, and social justice around the world. 

In 1915, Gandhi returned to India and began to lead the independence movement. He organized 

boycotts of British goods and institutions, and he led protests and demonstrations. He also 

worked to improve the lives of the poor and to end discrimination against women and 

untouchables. 

Gandhi's nonviolent methods were successful in achieving Indian independence in 1947. 

However, the independence movement also led to the partition of India, which resulted in the 

creation of the new nation of Pakistan. Gandhi was assassinated in 1948 by a Hindu extremist 

who opposed his efforts to promote Hindu-Muslim unity. 
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Gandhi's legacy is immense. He is considered one of the most important figures in modern 

history. His philosophy of nonviolence has inspired civil rights leaders around the world, 

including Martin Luther King Jr. and Nelson Mandela. Gandhi's work to improve the lives of the 

poor and to end discrimination has also had a lasting impact.Gandhi's legacy is not without its 

critics. Some argue that his methods were too passive and that they did not achieve enough. 

Others argue that his focus on nonviolence was unrealistic and that it led to the partition of India. 

However, Gandhi's supporters argue that his methods were essential to achieving Indian 

independence without violence. They also argue that his focus on nonviolence is still relevant 

today, and that it can be used to achieve social change in a variety of contexts.Gandhi's legacy is 

a complex one. He was a flawed human being, but he was also a visionary leader who inspired 

millions of people around the world. His work continues to be relevant today, and it offers a 

powerful model for how to achieve social change through nonviolent means. 

Here are some of the key principles of Gandhi's philosophy of nonviolence: 

 Satyagraha: This is the principle of truth or love. Gandhi believed that nonviolence is the only 

way to achieve true justice. 

 Ahimsa: This is the principle of non-harm. Gandhi believed that we should never intentionally 

harm another person, even if they have harmed us. 

 Swaraj: This is the principle of self-rule. Gandhi believed that people should be free from all 

forms of oppression, including political, economic, and social oppression. 

 Sarvodaya: This is the principle of the welfare of all. Gandhi believed that we should all work 

together to create a society where everyone is able to live a happy and fulfilling life. 

Gandhi's philosophy of nonviolence has had a profound impact on the world. It has inspired civil 

rights leaders around the world, and it continues to be used by activists today. Gandhi's legacy is 

a reminder that we can achieve great things through nonviolent means. 
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Challenges of Applying Gandhi's Ideas in the 21st Century 

Despite the power and relevance of Gandhi's ideas, there are some challenges to applying them 

in the 21st century. One challenge is that the world is a more complex place than it was in 

Gandhi's time. There are many new and complex problems that require new and innovative 

solutions. Gandhi's ideas may not be sufficient to address all of these problems.Mahatma Gandhi 

was a towering figure in the 20th century, and his philosophy of nonviolence has inspired 

millions of people around the world. However, applying Gandhi's ideas in the 21st century is not 

without its challenges. One challenge is that the world is a much more complex place than it was 

in Gandhi's time. There are more countries, more people, and more complex problems. This 

makes it more difficult to achieve consensus and to build the kind of mass movements that 

Gandhi was able to mobilize. 

Another challenge is that the media has changed the way we communicate and interact with each 

other. In Gandhi's time, the media was largely controlled by the government or by wealthy 

individuals. This meant that there was a limited amount of information available to the public, 

and it was easier for Gandhi to control the message. Today, the media is much more 

decentralized, and there is a vast amount of information available to anyone with a smartphone. 

This makes it more difficult to create a unified message and to build a sense of common purpose. 

Another challenge is that the world is becoming increasingly polarized. There is a growing 

divide between rich and poor, and between different cultures and religions. This polarization 

makes it more difficult to find common ground and to build consensus. Gandhi's ideas of 

nonviolence and cooperation may be difficult to apply in a world that is so divided. 

Finally, the world is a more violent place than it was in Gandhi's time. There are more wars, 

more terrorism, and more armed conflicts. This makes it more difficult to believe that 

nonviolence can be an effective way to achieve change. 
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Despite these challenges, there are still many people who believe that Gandhi's ideas are relevant 

in the 21st century. They argue that nonviolence is still the best way to achieve lasting change, 

and that it is the only way to create a more just and peaceful world. They offer a powerful vision 

of a world that is free from violence, oppression, and discrimination. Gandhi's ideas can help us 

to build a more just and peaceful world, even in the face of great challenges. 

In addition to the challenges mentioned above, here are some other challenges of applying 

Gandhi's ideas in the 21st century: 

The rise of technology and social media has made it easier for people to spread misinformation 

and hate speech. This can make it more difficult to build understanding and cooperation. 

Misinformation is false or misleading information that is spread deliberately or unintentionally. 

It can be spread through social media, news websites, and other online platforms. Hate speech is 

speech that attacks a person or group on the basis of their race, religion, ethnicity, sexual 

orientation, or other characteristics. It can be spread through social media, online forums, and 

other online platforms. 

There are a number of reasons why the rise of technology and social media has made it easier for 

people to spread misinformation and hate speech. First, these platforms allow people to connect 

with others from all over the world, making it easier to reach a large audience. Second, these 

platforms make it easy to share information quickly and easily, without fact-checking or 

verification. Third, these platforms often allow users to remain anonymous, which can make it 

easier for people to spread harmful content without fear of being held accountable. The spread of 

misinformation and hate speech can have a number of negative consequences. It can sow discord 

and division, making it more difficult to build understanding and cooperation. It can also lead to 

violence and other harmful behavior. There are a number of things that can be done to address 

the problem of misinformation and hate speech on social media. One is to educate people about 

the dangers of these forms of communication. Another is to develop better ways to fact-check 

information and to hold people accountable for spreading misinformation. Finally, social media 
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platforms need to do more to remove harmful content from their platforms. The rise of 

technology and social media has presented a number of challenges, but it has also created new 

opportunities for building understanding and cooperation. By working together, we can use these 

technologies to create a more just and equitable world. 

 The increasing power of corporations and governments can make it difficult for individuals to 

have a voice. This can make it more difficult to challenge injustice and oppression. 

 The threat of terrorism and violence can make people more afraid and less willing to take risks. 

This can make it more difficult to build a culture of peace. 

Despite these challenges, we must not give up on Gandhi's ideas. They offer a path to a better 

future, and we must continue to work to make them a reality. 

Conclusion 

Gandhi's legacy is a reminder that we can achieve great things through nonviolent means. His 

ideas are still relevant today, and they can help us to build a better world. We must never forget 

the power of love, compassion, and understanding. These are the forces that can truly transform 

the world. However, applying Gandhi's ideas in the 21st century is not without its challenges. 

The world is a much more complex place than it was in Gandhi's time, and there are new 

challenges that we face today, such as the rise of technology and social media. These challenges 

can make it more difficult to achieve consensus and to build the kind of mass movements that 

Gandhi was able to mobilize.Despite these challenges, there are still many people who believe 

that Gandhi's ideas are relevant in the 21st century. They argue that nonviolence is still the best 

way to achieve lasting change, and that it is the only way to create a more just and peaceful 

world.The challenges of applying Gandhi's ideas in the 21st century are real, but they are not 

insurmountable. By working together, we can create a more just and peaceful world, one that is 

built on the principles of nonviolence, truth, and love.In conclusion, Gandhi's legacy is a 
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powerful one. He showed us that it is possible to achieve great things through nonviolent means. 

His ideas are still relevant today, and they can help us to create a more just and peaceful world. 
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