
 

International Journal of Research in Economics and Social Sciences(IJRESS) 

Available online at: http://euroasiapub.org 

Vol. 8 Issue 4, April- 2018 

ISSN(o): 2249-7382 | Impact Factor: 6.939 

(An open access scholarly, peer-reviewed, interdisciplinary, monthly, and fully refereed journal.) 

 

 

International Journal of Research in Economics & Social Sciences 
      Email:- editorijrim@gmail.com, http://www.euroasiapub.org 

  (An open access scholarly, peer-reviewed, interdisciplinary, monthly, and fully refereed journal.) 

 
 

1172 

A STUDY ON ANCIENT INDIAN ARCHITECTURE 

Dr Jayashankara N 

    Principal  

 St Joseph's College of teacher education, Mandya 

ABSTRACT 

With the help of geographical and socio-economy conditions, the Indian architecture has 

emerged on a large scale. There are a number of heritage buildings in Indian which prove that 

the ancient Indian architecture is unique as compared to other countries of the world. 

Indian architecture, keeping a place with the different periodical status of history, explores the 

corresponding period. The cosmopolitan regions of the Indus Valley gives satisfactory 

confirmation of the planning of the Indian architecture, the earliest stages of Indian architecture 

can be traced back to the presence of Buddhism in India. In this period, a tremendous number of 

architectural buildings were made. Part of the Buddhist workmanship and configuration are the 

extraordinary Stupas at Sanchi and the stone caves at Ajanta. 

With the arrival of Muslim rulers, another architectural style was formed in the Indo-Indo-

Islamic region. The Indo-Islamic style was neither purely Islamic nor staunchly Hindu. The 

arrangement of woodlands showed itself through institutional, metropolitan and utility plans, for 

example, mail terminals, rail course stations, rest houses and government structures. 

Caves have been considered in India for a long time. Designs related to rock-cut were made on 

lifting rocks are the earliest opportunities for human craftsmanship to be arranged on such 

designs. The presence of Buddhist priests inspired the use of such common sinkholes as 

raindrops – which are spots to stay in the drastic weather– as safe places.  

The cave system in India started during the ancient times. These sinkholes were included by 

Buddhist and Jain as places of affection and home. From the very beginning, caves were 
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discovered in western India. Few occurrences of such cave structure are Buddhist Chaityas and 

Viharas. Carle's exquisite cave is also one such model, where apart from the rocks, other 

magnificent Chaitanyas and Viharas were revealed. 

The caves were excavated in the western Deccan region. The earliest cave temples in the region 

are for most Buddhist places and monasteries that tracked back to between 100 BCE and the 

170th century. 

These caves from the middle ages give us a look at the changed architectural styles of different 

periods and religions. The additional parts, themes, murals and models of the caves not only 

open us up to a lot of information from those past times, we likewise get at ease with the 

different practices, customs and lifestyles followed by the inhabitants. Perhaps the main 

readiness and incomprehensible of that time attracts a huge number of visitors. 

The Indian architecture is the novel design of the Indian subcontinent. By this time, Buddhism 

in general in India had declined, and Hinduism was dominating novel designs had taken over 

architectures with unprecedented regional gathering, which they thought of with Islam.  

Primarily, the Indian architecture was based mainly on wood, which is reliably decomposed or 

consumed, or blocks, which were discarded for repeated reuse. The vast degree of Indian stone 

cut designs, essentially dating from about 250 BC, is particularly fundamental, as a ton of it has 

undoubtedly replaced structures from contemporary distributed plans, of which no model 

remains. There are more than a few basic fights, in which the floor-plan has been made to 

highlight, but the upper parts of the plans have disappeared. 

Truly cosmopolitan federations arose in the Indus Valley human progress in the Bronze Age. 

Older assessments have followed a time of urbanization from early Harappan to late Harappan 

Kalibanga, when urbanization declined, even though some places were guarded. Urbanization 
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in the Gangetic regions began around 1200 BC with the move to maintained metropolitan areas 

and the appearance of the northern weak clean imagery. "The time of the Mahajanapada was 

represented by the use of Indian coins and stone. The expansion of Mauryan times is seen as the 

beginning of a dated season of Indian action with heavy control of Hindu revivalism and Hindu 

sanctuary planning in the Indian subcontinent. Nagara and Dravidian style systems created in 

the period of the Early Middle Ages. 

In any case, the Harappan cosmopolitan phase dates back much to 2600 BCE, at this point the 

discovery at Kalibanga from the Early or Proto-Harappan period, reflecting a cosmopolitan 

improvement with posts, an affiliation plan of the city and a drainage system. The settlement 

generally consisted of a retained city made of a mud-block plan, yet around 3000 BC was 

indicated by the presence of coordinating blocks, which were used to line the city's resources. 

Agreeable roads with structures of accessible settlements of the early Harappan period that run 

opposite each other along a public waste system have been uncovered at the site of Rakhigarhi, 

one of the most incredible urbanized area of the Indus Valley Progress, after several past What 

people would do is thought to be conceivable by 4000, it is somewhat early - 3200 BC. The 

critical period of 4400–4200 BC is evidenced by the presence of earthen blocks made of wedge 

with rectangular houses. 

Archaeologists found a large settlement complex dated to 3600–3300 BC, probably a boundary 

complex, with a stone platform and the beginning of the Harappan storehouse pit. The complex 

consisted of rooms with a rectangular or square process, all connected by some specific wall. In 

this article, we highlighted special features of Indian ancient history. 

 

Keywords: 



 

International Journal of Research in Economics and Social Sciences(IJRESS) 

Available online at: http://euroasiapub.org 

Vol. 8 Issue 4, April- 2018 

ISSN(o): 2249-7382 | Impact Factor: 6.939 

(An open access scholarly, peer-reviewed, interdisciplinary, monthly, and fully refereed journal.) 

 

 

International Journal of Research in Economics & Social Sciences 
      Email:- editorijrim@gmail.com, http://www.euroasiapub.org 

  (An open access scholarly, peer-reviewed, interdisciplinary, monthly, and fully refereed journal.) 

 
 

1175 

Ancient, Architecture, History   

Introduction 

Near the beginning of the Maurya period, around the 4th century BCE, the arrangement was 

made using its wood. It is said that the master wins in completing the wood so the wood really 

shines like a mirror. Since a massive piece of plans were drawn up using wood during this time, 

most have been demolished. Despite this, some of the aid centers remain from the fort built by 

Chandragupta Maurya. 

During the Maurya Empire, the achievements began to be worked out in stone. The influence of 

Greek, Persian, and Egyptian culture was evident in a piece of the figure and further plans. In 

the 3rd century BCE, the reign of Ashoka and his gains in stone marked the beginning of a new 

turn of events, the Buddhist school of order. 

India has seen different arrangement styles emerge through the range of its game-plan of 

encounters. Some models stricter the Safe Space Plan, the Mughal System, the Dravidian 

System, the Sikh Plan and the Sinkhole Plan. Various early Indian plans were made of wood, 

which would sometimes rot, incinerate, or block which were then disposed of for reuse. Over 

several years to the north, it has progressed from insignificant stone-cut caverns to vast safe 

spaces that correspond to the point of the Indian subcontinent, creating the outline of a style that 

would eventually be found in contemporary Hindu sanctuaries around the world.  

In the main century CE, structures were built leaning toward the picture of a particular god, to 

later revisit their mind-blowing encounters and to give fans a place to leave dues and perform 

rituals.  

As the home of a dignitary, the safe place was seen as a blessed place where heaven and earth 

met, providing them with a clear splendid home. The safe space system in India has a long 
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history. It has been made in all parts of the country. Even though the mystical installations of 

the style are somewhat essentially undefined, there is a major range and assortment in plan 

styles rather than shelter arrangements. This classification is basically the result of topographic, 

climatic, racial, ethnic and definite classification of India. There are three broad styles of Indian 

safe haven arrangement: Nagara (northern style), Vesara (mixed style), and Dravida (southern 

style). These types create their own irrefutable social influence and family foundation.  

The Mughal system is a distinctly Indo-Islamic planning style that was created in northern and 

central India from the sixteenth to the eighteenth 100 years with the help of the Mughal rulers. 

It is a wonderfully changed and enlightening style of Persian, Turkish and Indian planning. 

Positively the most important Mughal planning was made under the extraordinary standard of 

Akbar (1556–1605) and the vision of Shah Jahan (1628–1658). Various magnificent houses, 

mosques, nurseries and graveyards were worked on by Akbar the Uncommon. Their 

arrangement is unprecedented thanks to the use of sandstone to a significant degree, as well as 

the expansive enclosed decks and bound shallow sales volumes. One of Akbar's most 

extraordinary achievements was the improvement of his father Humayun's graveyard in Delhi. 

Humayun's mausoleum, sent in 1562 by Humayun's ideal companion and coordinated by a 

Persian modeller, was the principal nursery detention room on the Indian subcontinent and the 

necessary improvement to use red sandstone on such a large-scale development. It is actually 

the central plan in a vast time period with the use of a Persian two-fold vault to support white 

marble with the outer layer, the material already covered. This updated facade style was a 

fundamental obligation for the Mughals to arrange from this point forward. 

Shah Jahan's vision gave a delicate surprise and detail to the Mughal plan. The Taj Mahal is 

indeed the most astonishing achievement of Shah Jahan. The Taj Mahal, coordinated in Agra, is 

a white marble edifice, promoted some places in the degrees of 1632 and 1648, in memory of 

his third companion, Mumtaz Mahal. The popular house, which depicts the Islamic nursery of 

heaven and was worked on by 20,000 men, has for the most part made a point as the best 
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achievement in the Mughal system. The Immaculate Development Magnum Opus seeks out the 

best Mughal imaginable heritage in India and is largely viewed as a picture of life, reliably 

attracting around 7-8 million visitors. 

ANCIENT INDIAN ARCHITECTURE 

The two basic districts Harappa and Mohenjodaro are the earliest and best depictions of 

metropolitan town planning. There exists a planned relationship of roads, houses and waste 

systems. The towns were coordinated in a rectangular affiliation plan. They intersect each other 

at ideal places. Three types of plans have been found: remarkable houses, public plans and 

public showers. For the advancement, blocks of ash clay of standard size have been used. The 

city was divided into 2 sections: the fortifications upstairs and the lower area of the city. The 

vertical post is in the western part. Generally it was used for the progression of plans with large-

scale approaches such as pillared passages, undulating plans, the house of rulers and the person 

of high status, the deck. Storerooms were built to border the grain, with features such as 

prominent air channels and a raised stage. 
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Vittala Temple Complex, Hampi Karnataka 

 

Another fundamental part was the inevitability of 'public showers'. This shows the importance 

of adjusted hygiene. The show and the rooms were wrapped in an 'awesome shower' that 

opened at Mohenjodaro. There was no pause or opening during the action. 

In the lower area of the city there were non-material one-remaining houses which were used by 

the customary people as a quarter. The overflowing pieces of the stairs show the presence of the 

two-fold observed houses. Most of the plans had suitably ventilated bathrooms and secret wells. 
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The most shocking part was a common drainage structure. Small exits from each house belong 

to a spacious house. The channels were covered faithfully for standard cleaning and 

maintenance. 

 

 

Konark Sun Temple, Orissa, 

 

To the extent the accounts report set, "obsolete times" go back to between 35,000 BC and 3000 

BC in the Middle East (2000 BC in Western Europe). The old manufacturers had a fundamental 

outlook on human responses to routine situations and actual needs. Consistently, family and 

social occasions lived autonomously in skin-covered lodges and bone plans. Several years soon, 
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human settlements progressed to an external mud-block exterior, including rectangular volumes 

with entrances for ventilation and sunlight. 

 

 

Humayun’s Tomb 

Despite the weakness of sacred works, it is seen that most of India's earlier plans were a delayed 

result of settlements in the Indus Valley and near the fields. Other settlers who traded with the 

new settlements, for example, Mesopotamia and South Arabia, influenced them to take a piece 

of their social characteristics. The Harappan settlements were adapted to a fitted and changed 

plan, which facilitated the cardinal course. Like the Mesopotamians and the Egyptians, the 

Indus did not have palaces or remarkable chambers, but an extraordinary pro-independence 
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social advance that influenced such plans. Regardless, a surprisingly winning progression that 

kept the old game plan of the arena and outlines of the conditions created at all times was 

sheltered. 

 

 

The Taj Mahal 

 

Ministers of Buddhism lived in important chambers, with barely anything around the open deck. 

As the conviction never showed a particular kind of anticipated love, Buddhists suggested their 

favorite places with stupas, a pile of rubble and clay worked in a semi-round structure over the 

relics. Many understand how the axiality of these stupas and its location has cosmological 

associations. A surprisingly long time soon (around 250 BC), stupas were joined by staggering 

hemispherical designs to address the straightness and importance of the circle (plan, piece, and 
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rise), and were combined by enclosing fencing. At the top of the globe, the plan was designed 

with square railings, called harmika, and a three-layered part called chatra, which can be clearly 

found in the unusual stupa at Sanchi, perhaps the most popular Buddhist sanctuary. . In 

addition, huge stone entryways called torans were elaborately ornamented with animals, 

structures, and wood carvings. 

Discussion 

Attempts were made to push the Hindu safe havens towards an association between the 

admirers and their great beings. In any case, regardless of the places of request, the actual safe 

places were other than houses of fantastic creatures and objects of honor. There were plenty of 

compromises of cosmology and nature in safe places, focusing on clear courses, proportionality, 

numerical schemes, and inclinations toward axioms. For example, the assurance of a separate 

square or circle is widely used in Hindu safe space plans. Long ago, what was once a restricted 

scale worked disproportionately in level using corbelling and post-and-lintel strategies. The 

safes turned into imitations of mountain ranges, with confusing and crazy stone decorations and 

carvings, as seen on the central peak of Angkor Wat, perhaps the most attractive Hindu safe 

place, the major blessed place (circa 1120 CE). 

Somehow hoping that these plans are the imprint of the Vedic people operating in India, one is 

dealing with the issue that the Vedic masses, however, knew the palaces and perhaps the 

metropolitan organizations as they set foot on India. No one remembers when they actually 

appeared there. Since this is unimaginable, one is left with a choice whether these regions adopt 

the Vedic country way of life in the scheme of their experience in the later period. 

Dravidian planning is a place of refuge style which began in the 10th 100 years in South India. 

It was worked by the Dravidian social classes and generally has elaborate pyramid-built places 

of refuge called Kovils. Kovils rely on intricately cut stone to create a stage plan that unites 
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various figures of heavenly beings, competitors, rulers and trained professionals. The different 

hideaways in Tamil Nadu are steeped in legends and old unique case dating back many years 

when various strong traditions without a doubt overwhelmed southern India. The Dravidian 

style of composition originated as the ideal of the Pallava system. The most significant 

achievement of the Pallava plan is the stone cut social gathering of achievements at 

Mahabalipuram, a UNESCO World Heritage Site. The coherence of this social phenomenon 

suggests that the pillared lobbies, which have no exterior terrace, are standard stone areas only 

for areas where ordinary stone is completely extruded and cut. Achievements are a fair mix, 

religion, history and tales, illustrated with rocks or stones, connect to nature and model. 

The Taj Mahal is perhaps of the most perceptible and surprising procedure in the world. The Taj 

Mahal was served by the ruler Shah Jahan as the control space for his ideal companion, Mumtaz 

Mahal. This striking significance attracts guests from all areas of the planet. 

Red Fort is one of the spots of interest that reestablishes Delhi's impulse. The Mughal head 

Shah Jahan worked essentially on the Lal Chowki. The red stone and marble works 

incomprehensibly influence the approach of this turn of events. It has unreliable cutting on 

every conceivable surface. 

Qutb Minar is the decisive achievement isolated from being a monster. The improvement of 

Qutub Minar was started by Qutb-ud-Hungama Aibak in the twelfth 100 years. 

Anything that it was, Iltutmish shut down it in its place. The apex moves more than 230 feet 

high. The walls of the minaret are unusually endlessly cut from parts of Holi Qurum. This is for 

the most part seen as an image of the strategic will of the Turko-Afghan movement. Beside 



 

International Journal of Research in Economics and Social Sciences(IJRESS) 

Available online at: http://euroasiapub.org 

Vol. 8 Issue 4, April- 2018 

ISSN(o): 2249-7382 | Impact Factor: 6.939 

(An open access scholarly, peer-reviewed, interdisciplinary, monthly, and fully refereed journal.) 

 

 

International Journal of Research in Economics & Social Sciences 
      Email:- editorijrim@gmail.com, http://www.euroasiapub.org 

  (An open access scholarly, peer-reviewed, interdisciplinary, monthly, and fully refereed journal.) 

 
 

1184 

Delhi , Purana Qila, Humayun's Control Room, Jantar Mantar and two or three extra shows 

about the affirmed achievement. 

Indian history is wrapping up with the rising and fall of better places and regions. The 

achievements made the informed power and they edify the past history of India showing each 

period. These spots of interest reflect the meaning of India and are mean a noteworthy 

aggregate to our social heritage. In each functional sense, all of the areas of India gloat about 

some or the other enormous recognizable achievements. Unfathomably various trailblazers 

come to India to check its gigantic fixed places out. 

Monuments serve as silent reminders of a country's glory days, whether they political, social, 

cultural, or otherwise. It gets a greater number of domestic and foreign visitors because of its 

significance as a cultural site. When individuals go from one geophysical area to another, they 

bring with them a wealth of socio-economic advantages. Examples of social benefits include a 

greater respect for one's own culture as well as the cultures of those across the world. 

advantages to the region's economy, such as the creation of new jobs, the accumulation of 

foreign cash, a rise in living standards, and the preservation and restoration of historical 

landmarks. India's tourism business is the largest in the country, contributing 6.23% of the GDP 

and 8.78% of all jobs in the country. More than 5.5 million foreign tourists visit India each year, 

while 740 million domestic tourists make their way to the country each year. At a 9.4% annual 

growth rate, India's tourism sector earned around $100 billion in 2008, and that figure is 

predicted to rise to $275.5 billion by 2016. More than 17 million international visitors came to 

India in 2010 alone. The United States and the United Kingdom are the two most popular 

destinations for visitors from throughout the world. The top five states for incoming visitors are 

Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Delhi, Uttar Pradesh, and Rajasthan. In the same year, domestic travel 

accounted for 740 million of the country's total 740 million visitors. Visitors from Andhra 
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Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, Tamil Nadu and Maharashtra were the most common. iv,v The Ministry 

of Tourist serves as the central agency for developing and promoting national tourism policies 

and programmes. According to the Ministry, it collaborates with other players in this sector, 

including other central ministries and agencies, state governments, and representatives from the 

private sector. Rural, cruise, medical, and eco-tourism are among the newer kinds of tourism 

that are being actively marketed. vi Incredible India, Enchanting Tamil Nadu, and Gods Own 

Country Kerala are some of the marketing slogans used by the Ministry of Tourism to promote 

tourism in India. A country's cultural legacy is defined by its historical monuments. They tell a 

thousand stories about the history and culture of the area. The route to understanding our past 

and making connections to the future is paved with monuments. 

There are several historical landmarks in every country. Some are on the point of destruction, 

but others are still intact. Their architectural conformance, grandeur, and construction method 

all have a role in their value. Every country is making attempts to preserve its historical 

monuments so that its cultural legacy does not suffer in the modern world. 

Any country's progress depends heavily on its culture. The ideals, aspirations, habits, and 

shared advantages of a nation are reflected in its culture. Because Indian culture is so rich and 

has never been strict, it is thriving in the current period with pride. The cultural variety found in 

India is astounding. Every state has built itself its own own cultural identity.. As you gaze at the 

splendour of India's ancient landmarks, you'll be enthralled by the country's rich cultural and 

architectural history. Indian monuments, with their intricate fripperies and beautiful 

architecture, constitute one of the most notable features of Indian culture's many guises. 

Stunning examples of amazing beauty, each Indian Monument evokes a feeling of mystery, 

deceit, and bravery in the viewer. Historians will find them to be a treasure trove of information 

and a magnificent canvas that speaks of the hues of India's old civilization, reveals the stories 

and secrets of monarchs, and proudly boasts of wars fought heroically. In addition to being 
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witnesses to India's history, monuments serve as guardians of the country's cultural legacy. 

While India's historical landmarks have served as a source of inspiration for succeeding 

generations. 

Conclusion 

For a seriously long time, Indian planning has gained status. It is mentioned in various styles 

and schemes, each with its own potential and claim to fame. Indian planning is well established 

in the heritage, culture and religion of the nation. It consists of parts that have been successful 

over many years and continue to be agreeable to the state-of-the-art. Indian planning includes 

areas that have been allocated as a UNESCO World Heritage with the meaning of their 

protection. 
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