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ABSTRACT

Education is the most important foundational component of every nation. The current
education system is largely responsible for the lightning-fast acceleration of scientific and
technological progress. The brains of future generations, as well as those of previous
generations, may be shaped by an appropriate education. As a consequence of this, the ideals
and ways of life of the general population are shifting. The current moment calls on us to
respect one another and offer equal opportunity to everyone. People's physical, social, and
psychological backgrounds might vary greatly from one another, which is the case in the
world we live in. Every individual possesses the right to lead their life in accordance with the
goals that they have set for themselves. On the other hand, due to some pre-constructed
conventional standards, this is not something that can be done in real life. Functional
education is a must in this day and age if we are to see a reduction in problems of this nature.
In today's world, there are still some parents and guardians who do not prioritize meeting the
needs of their girls' children or children of other genders as much as they do the needs of
their boys' children. Therefore, it is expected that the researcher would look at the function
that education plays in the formation culture that does not discriminate on the basis of

gender that is modern.

Keywords: international education, Gender equality.
INTRODUCTION

Education is without a doubt the most vitally important and basic aspect of any nation. The
lightning-fast acceleration of scientific and technical advancement may be substantially

attributed to the contemporary schooling system. An adequate education has the potential to
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mold the brains of future generations, in addition to the brains of generations that have come

before. As a direct result of this, people in general are adjusting their values and the manner
in which they live their lives. The circumstances that we find ourselves in right now demand
that we respect one another and give everyone a fair chance. It is possible for the physical,
social, and psychological backgrounds of different people to differ substantially from one
another, which is the situation in the world in which we currently reside. Every person has the
right to direct their life in the direction that is most congruent with the objectives that they
have established for themselves. On the other hand, due to some pre-constructed conventional
norms, this is not something that is able to be done in real life. Consequently, this is
something that cannot be done. Education that is actually useful is an absolute must in this
day and age if we want to see a decline in issues of this sort. There are still some people in
the world who place a higher priority on serving the needs of their boys' children than they do

meeting the needs of their girls' children or children of other genders.

This is an unfortunate reality that exists in our modern society. As a result, it is reasonable to
anticipate that the researcher would investigate the role that education plays in the process by
which a gender-neutral progressive modern society is constructed. The researcher will use a
descriptive technique to carry out the research, and the data for the study will be acquired
through a variety of approaches, including questionnaires, observations, and other methods.
In this context, the words "gender parity goals” and "gender equality goals" refer to the same
thing: raising the proportion of young women who are enrolled in education in comparison to
the number of young men who are enrolled in school across all age ranges. This may be
accomplished by attaining gender equality goals. The primary distinction between the two
rests in the fact that gender equality goals focus on achieving parity in terms of educational
opportunities for both males and females. In turn, they have been classified as monetary or
guantitative goals, whereas qualitative goals have been explored in a distinct context. In order
to take into consideration the fact that it is possible to make progress toward both types of
goals, it is required to perform quantitative as well as qualitative studies of the kind of
progress gained toward gender equality. The objective of attaining gender equality in school

and via education starts with gender parity, but this is only one step toward reaching that
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goal. an educational system in which the number of male and female pupils is roughly

equivalent to one another.

OBJECTIVES
The primary goals of the research are broken down into the following categories:

1. To investigate the role that education plays in the development of a society that is
gender-blind.

2. To investigate the attitudes of everyday people regarding the sexes that are different
from their own.

3. To investigate the significance of education with regard to the emancipation of

women.
Background to Gender in Education in India

India is responsible for thirty percent of the world's total population of illiterate people, and
around seventy percent of these illiterate people are women. According to the figures from
the 2001 Census, women make up 48% of the overall population in India; yet, it is estimated
that around 46% of women are still illiterate. Access to education is at the root of a myriad of
societal issues, one of which is discrimination on the basis of gender. According to data that
was provided by the government in 2004, the Gender Parity Index (GPI) for elementary and
middle school pupils in India in 2003 was 0.9. This information was obtained. DISE (2006)
states that this is the case. this was pretty much the same in 2005-2006 (the GPI for
elementary school was 0.92, while the GPI for upper primary school was 0.84). According to
UNESCO's research from 2004, if females are allowed to enroll in school, they have a far
better chance than boys have of continuing their education and achieving greater levels of
achievement. The Global Participation Index (GPI) fell to 0.73 at the lower secondary level
and 0.67 at the upper secondary level (UNESCO, 2004). This indicates that access and

retention issues become more severe as students progress through higher levels of schooling.

It has been known for a very long time that there are substantial he notes that the odds of

contracting illnesses caused by malnutrition continuously diminish with higher levels of
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education. This is the situation in many other countries as well. Height and body mass index

(BMI) are both affected by a person's degree of education; according to some reports,
illiterate women have a greater chance of being shorter and having a lower BMI, which can
result in a greater iron and other nutritional deficiencies. In a similar vein, he made the
observation that whereas According to Mehrotra (2006:914), anaemia affects 56% of women

with no college education but just 40% of women with at least some college education.

In spite of the abundant data pointing to the positive effects, both economically and socially,
of investing in the education of women, the majority of nations still do not invest nearly as
much money in female education as they do in male education. Although there is still a
problem with discrimination against women in secondary and higher education, the minimum
requirements for graduating from high school are becoming ever more stringent, and the
gender gap in education, particularly in regards to basic education, is closing to a significant
degree. The majority of secondary and postsecondary female students come from higher
income and social groups, and are endowed with better social standing as a result. This is one
of the factors that contributes to the effect of economic and social advantages on gendered
access. The unwillingness of parents to provide financial assistance for the education of their
daughters is a problem that has been well-documented (see Subrahmanian, 2005). Because of
the common and firmly entrenched belief that women's labour is inextricably related to
reproduction and the house, educating girls is frequently considered as a waste of both time
and money. This perception is a major contributor to the problem. This is due to the fact that
acquiring the requisite skills in the domain of reproduction is more of a function of family
socialisation than it is of formal schooling. According to Kingston (1998b), the conventional
gender roles that are still present in the workplace are the root cause of the disparity in pay
that exists between men and women. Women have a lower level of education and a lower
participation rate in the workforce as a direct result of the ideological prejudice that prevents
them from being seen as potential breadwinners in households. A cultural connection of
women with marriage and the family has emerged because women's employment is devalued
in the market and because it is related to the accomplishment of household tasks, most
notably child raising. This has led to the development of a cultural connection of women with

marriage and the family. This is proven by the fact that the belief that it is crucial to keep

International Journal of Research in Economics & Social Sciences
Email:- editorijrim@gmail.com, http://www.euroasiapub.org
(An open access scholarly, peer-reviewed, interdisciplinary, monthly, and fully refereed journal.)

289



International Journal of Research in Economics and Social Sciences(IJRESS)
Available online at: http://euroasiapub.org |

g ROA_H Vol. 13 Issue 4, April- 2023
Q? ISSN(0): 2249-7382 | Impact Factor: 8.018

(An open access scholarly, peer-reviewed, interdisciplinary, monthly, and fully refereed journal.)
asymmetries between men and women in educational achievement. The results of the study

also show that there is still a common view that it is essential to marry off young women as

soon as possible.

Despite the fact that poverty, caste inequality, and geographical location (particularly in
underdeveloped rural regions) promote gender difference, many gender-differentiated
concepts are pervasive across all socioeconomic groups. [Cloncepts such as “the man's place”
and "the woman's place” are examples. This helps to illustrate the reasons why girls,
generally speaking, fall behind males in terms of the educational opportunities available to
them. These include the underlying restrictions that are imposed on the mobility and chastity
of women, in addition to the various opinions on the roles that women ought to play in the
household and in society. These gendered ideas may be to blame for the persistently large
gender gap that exists in the secondary school enrollment of female pupils. In addition, the
family's women and young girls are frequently required to sacrifice part of their educational
opportunities in order to assist with domestic responsibilities like as the collecting of water
and firewood. resting, or playing. This deprives women of the opportunity to pursue other
activities, such as resting or playing. Investments in areas such as water supply, renewable
energy sources, and sustainable energy all have the potential to have a substantial influence

on the education of women.

Harassment and violence of any kind, including sexual harassment and violence, continue to
be key concerns that discourage parents from sending their daughters to school freely. In
India, public places are still not very welcoming to the presence of women, and they almost
never operate in a way that enables women to experience feelings of safety and self-
assurance. A important policy issue that has gotten little attention is the provision of safe
transportation for girls to and from their educational institutions, particularly secondary
schools and colleges that are located quite a distance from their homes. In a similar vein,
despite the fact that programs the school system has not actually taken them up and pushed
them broadly.

It was found out that the vicious cycles of underinvestment in women are produced by the

mutual reinforcement of beliefs that construct female and male identities in Indian culture
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across institutions such as the home, the workplace, and the society. This was shown to be the

case in all three of these settings. The education of young women has suffered as a result of
this, despite the fact that it is generally accepted that ensuring that girls and boys have equal
access to educational opportunities is one of the most effective ways to break the cycle of
numerous disadvantages. All of these are things that may be accomplished via the process of
education. For instance, a study that was conducted in Calcutta indicated that women's
education significantly influenced their ability to resist and settle incidents of domestic abuse
(Sen, 1999). This research was published in Sen's book. The results of the investigation

showed that this is in fact the case.

Recent structural changes in Indian culture and the economy during a period of economic
liberalisation and globalisation have, however, given rise to new expectations and chances for
women of both genders. These developments have occurred during the period in which
economic globalisation and economic liberalisation have taken place. Because of these newly
available alternatives, there may have been an effect on the desire for educational chances for
women. The ever-increasing need for basic schooling for females is one piece of evidence
that, according to one line of reasoning, points to these shifting power relations. Even in
extremely traditional communities like Rajasthan’s feudal era, there has been a noticeable
shift in the desire for basic education for girls (Ramachandran, 1998). This is especially true
of the younger generation. In light of the fact that attaining an education in India is

significantly linked to increasing occupational mobility.

According to Sudarshan (2000), it is essential to investigate these shifting dynamics in
connection to their ties to the diverse kinds of demand that are being fueled for various sorts
of schooling. According to Sudarshan (2000), there are two primary reasons why people

choose to further their education.
Equality indicators: rights within education

e As was said earlier, gender parity indicators may be used to determine whether or not
societal factors are altering in a way that will provide more access for girls to

educational opportunities. This will enable girls to catch up to boys in an essential
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opportunities in a variety of fields of life. Changes in educational indicators could

suggest that families are placing a different level of importance on their children's
education compared to how they did in the past. This might apply to both mothers and
fathers. in the past. This is important to keep in mind when looking at gender
disparities in education. However, educational indicators do not provide any
information on the processes of change or reproduction that occur in day-to-day
living. In addition, educational metrics do not put the focus on the real experience of
going to school. Earlier, it was claimed that Indicators that are hyper-focused on
inputs and output models (access and outcomes), and even more hyper-focused on
learners, are likely to miss important parts of the learning process. This is especially
true with regard to fundamental standards of fair treatment and possibilities available
to individuals. Equal treatment of women and men in the aforementioned domains has
the potential to obscure important distinctions between the two sexes in terms of how
well they learn. Schools and other types of higher education establishments were
discussed in Section 1 earlier. frequently serve as mirrors for the prevalent social
norms, despite the fact that they may also provide venues in which societal norms are
questioned and altered. However, throughout the course of history, educational
institutions and the curriculum have gradually evolved to mirror the experiences of
the socially dominant'man’ actor. This has resulted in a preference for male views of
the social organization of life and labor. It is probable that textbooks and the attitudes
of instructors support the cultural standards that it is appropriate for females to remain
at home and take primary responsibility for domestic responsibilities, whereas boys is
the first step that has to be taken in the direction of achieving gender parity in the
classroom. It is imperative that the focus be shifted from gender rights in schools as
they currently exist to other components of the educational process that are significant

indicators, such as those outlined below.

e What is being taught,
e How is it being taught,
e Which themes are being covered,

e How are students being evaluated,

International Journal of Research in Economics & Social Sciences
Email:- editorijrim@gmail.com, http://www.euroasiapub.org
(An open access scholarly, peer-reviewed, interdisciplinary, monthly, and fully refereed journal.) 292



International Journal of Research in Economics and Social Sciences(IJRESS)
Auvailable online at: http://euroasiapub.org S |
Vol. 13 Issue 4, April- 2023

ISSN(0): 2249-7382 | Impact Factor: 8.018

(An open access scholarly, peer-reviewed, interdisciplinary, monthly, and fully refereed journal.)

HEURO ASIAR
i RDA f

e How are classroom dynamics being managed,

e \What is being learnt, and
e Which topics are being covered.

e Which types of educational accomplishments are being attained?

In each of these contexts, the terms "gender equality” and "rights™ in education relate to the
entitlement of men and women to be provided the same educational opportunities as those
enjoyed by their male counterparts. This includes the right to participate in the same
educational institutions. This further indicates that schools learn and do well in school. This
necessitates, in particular, that educational institutions should run in a manner that does not
encourage students to believe in negative gender stereotypes and does not place artificial
barriers in their path that prevent them from being successful in the classroom. Due to the
fact that the concept of equal treatment is a mirror of the concept of equal result, the two
concepts go hand in hand with one another. Indicators of both the process and the results of
gender equality in the classroom may help to portray a more accurate picture when used

together.

Within the realm of education, gender inequality and the denial of rights based on gender can
be measured in a number of different ways. Some of these are more straightforward to
quantify than others, and all of them are rapid joining indications of parity that have been

articulated previously. These are the following:

e your performance in the examinations

e The subjects you choose to study.

In addition, one may argue that the existing indicators center their evaluations of
development primarily on the students themselves, which places the responsibility for making
progress squarely on the shoulders of the The children of today and the adults who raised
them are our future. Indicators that assess the quality of educational systems, the amount of
ratio of teachers to students. The fact that there is such a broad range of background elements
that explain the impacts of these indicators, in addition to the analytical hurdles that come

with attributing causes, contributes to the difficulty of designing such indicators. For
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instance, there is no widespread consensus about the optimal method for allocating space in a

classroom between the teaching staff and the pupils.

Enabling substantive gender equality in education

Fighting gender conceptions, which make it difficult to enjoy the complete spectrum of
positive freedoms embraced by an approach based on rights and capacities, is necessary if we
are to achieve significant success towards gender equality in education. These concepts
include things like gender roles, gender stereotypes, and gender roles that are founded on
stereotypes of gender. The first thing that has to be done in order to accomplish this objective
IS to reinstate women to their traditional roles as the bearers of rights rather than the pioneers
of development. It is imperative that we change our attention from the exterior ramifications
of women's education to the internal benefits that women feel as a direct result of their
education. For instance, despite the fact that several studies have concluded that education
does, in fact, improve the quality of life for both men and women, even if only slightly, less
consideration has been given to the specific ways in which this advantage is more

advantageous for women.

Does not ensure that you will have rights through education, nor does having rights within
education ensure that you will have rights through education. Nevertheless, we want
indicators for each of the three aspects in order to assist in tracking success across a variety of
policymonitoring levels. It is possible for gender parity and increased gender equality in the
classroom to coexist with gender inequality outside of the classroom, and this is actually
rather common. In nations in which gender equality in secondary school has been
successfully attained, compelling instances of these may be found. According to Arnot and
Phipps (2003), it has been observed that females have been performing consistently better
than boys in the United Kingdom. Despite the fact that girls have caught up to and currently
surpass boys in secondary schools in France, gender disadvantages continue to impede girls
from having equal access to specialized training institutions, such as universities (Baudino,
2003). The percentage of women who enroll in secondary schools is now higher than that of
males in a number of nations located in Latin America. There are more women than males

attending higher education institutions in several of the Gulf states, the most notable of which
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being Bahrain and Kuwait. In spite of this, inequality persists in employment, salaries, and

political representation throughout all of these countries, albeit to various degrees.
METHODOLOGY

In order to determine the type and extent of the study, the investigator employed the
descriptive and analytical techniques of research. For the purpose of data collecting, the
investigator relied on questionnaires and observations. Data gathered from a variety of

sources, including primary and secondary sources.

RESULT

The most important conclusions that can be drawn from this research are as follows:
Providing Functional Education:-

The general populace may improve their knowledge, abilities, and sense of self-worth via
education. "Knowledge is power," thus it is imperative that students have access to as many
educational opportunities as possible, regardless of the financial burden. Education has the
power to eradicate prejudice, superstition, restricted emotions, casteism, and other forms of
discrimination from society. Educated individuals are able to see the inherent potentialities
that exist not only within themselves but also within others, and they may work toward the

establishment of an ideal society that is free from discrimination.

However, ninety percent of students had the opinion that the current educational system did
not give them with the information and abilities necessary to respect each and every gender in
the society and that it was unable to successfully construct a gender-free ideal society owing

to a lack of adequate application of their experiences.
Removing Gender Gap:-

There is a disparity in the number of males and women in India's population. According to
the census data from 2011, the ratio of males to women in Assam is 1000 to 954, which is

somewhat higher than the national viewpoint, which is 1000 to 940. It indicates that parents
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would rather have a son than a daughter. In the realm of issues pertaining to discrimination

based on gender, this is another big concern.

According to the findings of the study, more than 80 percent of respondents would rather
have a son than a daughter. We may thus argue that the current educational system has been

unsuccessful in eradicating gender discrimination from the brains of the population.
Providing Economic Freedom and Security:-

In maximum families, as well as in society as a whole, there is a significant income gap
between men and women as well as other demographic groups. Women are constantly at a
disadvantage while participating in a variety of economic activities and decision-making
processes, which are almost usually dominated by men. Women are not given the flexibility
or incentive to engage in any form of constructive activity that would better their economic
situations and allow them to improve their social standing and dignity. This is because such
activities would require them to be economically active. It was shown that just 25% of pupils
had the perception that their parents support more economic independence and security for

the females than they do for the boys.
Freedom of thought and Judgment:-

It is imperative that institutions of learning and society as a whole create a safe space in
which members of the community are uninhibited in voicing their opinions and sentiments
about a variety of socioeconomic and political issues. When people are taught to think
logically and given the ability to make any decision in their day-to-day lives without being

influenced by any outside influences, everyone experiences a great deal of happiness.

According to the findings of the survey, just 25 percent of young women reported feeling
unrestricted in the use of their judgment and decision-making abilities in a variety of

scenarios.

‘Mainstreaming’ Gender
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The Department of Gender Equality and the Promotion of Equality (DPEP) has put forth a lot

of work to have gender awareness taught in schools. As can be seen in Table 18, the DPEP
built gender units at various levels and incorporated the monitoring of gender equality
accomplishments into review procedures on a consistent basis. Nevertheless, there are no
studies that have been done to investigate the effects of these tactics. The one and only The
exhaustive desk and field research that Ramachandran (2004a) conducted into the effects of
DPEP stands in stark contrast to this norm. She mentions the various tools that are accessible,
including reports from Joint Review Missions (formerly DPEP and now SSA) and monitoring
systems such as the Project Monitoring Information System (PMIS) and the District
Information System for Education (DISE). This data is accessible through the District
Information System for Education, which is abbreviated as DISE. However, the creative use
of such data is still sev erely limited by the current capabilities. To be more specific,
the disaggregation of gender has not resulted in the production of methodical and intelligent
ways to addressing the intricacies of gender disparity across different situations. These
disparities are exacerbated by the fact that women occupy a disproportionately low
percentage of positions of power.

Conclusion

The growth of a country is directly proportional to the rate at which all of its citizens'
livelihoods advance at the same rate. There should be no distinction made between people of
different sexes and sexual orientations. In India, women are recognized and revered in the
role of Goddess or Mother; despite this, women continue to face increased levels of prejudice
and injustice in everyday life. Education on a sufficient level, together with the empowerment
of women and members of other genders, can help diminish the prevalence of malpractices of
this kind in society. Education may help girls and women of all genders gain a stronger
understanding of their rights and responsibilities, as well as a higher sense of self-confidence.
Educated parents and girls are more likely to marry later and express a preference for having
families that are both smaller and larger in size. Education makes individuals less traditional
and prejudiced, and it produces a culture that is free from superstition while still fostering
flexibility. The amazing methods of growth of the socioeconomic circumstances of every
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livelihood as well as the nation are the education of the general populace, particularly women

and members of other genders. Therefore, it is the moment to take corrective actions in order

to teach functional literacy to everyone, regardless of gender, in order to ensure the sustained

and balanced growth of the nation.
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