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Abstract 

Religion has left an indelible mark in the lives of the believers.  It has been upholding 

a charter which contains the quintessence of human experience. Hinduism is one of the oldest 

religions in the world. It also has a number of women practitioners, followers and sanyasinis 

into its fold. The status of women in the scriptures, parampara that is tradition followed, 

revolt by women practitioners are some of the major barriers in the cultural transactions.  
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------------------------------------------------------ 

Hinduism has given prime place to Goddesses. Infact a separate cult called 

Shakti/Shaktya is followed, wherein the Goddess is worshipped as mother, Lord Shiva’s 

consort, Lord Vishnu’ sister, Lord Subramanya’s and Lord Ganesha’s mother and also as 

MathaGayathri. But women here do not enjoy the above mentioned status in real life. There 

is an overarching dichotomy in the representation of the goddesses in the religious fold and 

women in the real life situations.  This paper looks into this ambiguous treatment meted out 

to women by providing examples from the real life situations.  Further it also examines how 

patriarchy has impeded the growth of women in the realm of religion. Furthermore, this paper 

explores how women have broken the walls of tradition and asserted the mahashakti power in 

her. 

Religious scriptures and philosophers have represented women in an ambiguous manner.  

On the one hand she is represented as Shakti and on the other hand there is a misogynistic 

representation of women.  

1. Manu says yatranāryastupūjyanteramantetatradevatāḥ. 

2. He further says that women are incapable of looking after herself. 

3. Buddha says – Shapely women are enemy. 

4. St. Paul says women should not talk. 

5. Judea Christian Text says Women are considered Chattel. 
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6. St. Tulasi Das in his book RamacharithManas has eulogized the power of women 

but he also says DolgawarshudraPashuNarisakalTaadanakiadhikari. ---

―Drums, shudras, illiterates and women DESERVE a beating/thrashing‖.  

Here a woman is bracketed with a drummer, an illiterate, an untouchable and an animal.  

All these along with a woman are meant to be disciplined.  Many Kathagaras that is people 

who tell katthas or stories repeatedly parrot these words to control woman. But they hardly 

understand that the word Taadana means beating, to keep an eye on, to introspect or 

understand, to give utmost care. But the main emphasis in the present day context has been to 

beat a woman. 

Tradition takes the form of parampara and sati–self-immolation at will-- is one such 

parampara.  One of the mythological stories that force women to sati has been the story of 

Shiva’s first wife sati. She killed herself in a Yaga.  Because her father Daksha – the host of 

the yagna—had spoken ill of her husband. This act of killing oneself was further stretched 

were women were forced to die in their husband’s funeral pyre.  RoopKanwar’s case which 

hit the headlines two decades ago was a spine chilling event. This is the misinterpretation of 

the original story. 

Bhakta Meera did not enter the funeral pyre of her husband as she did not consummate 

her marriage with Bhojaraj.  Though she was taunted and scoffed at, she remained steadfast 

in her faith with Lord Krishna. 

Dress code is another weapon to bind women especially when they enter temples in India.  

Some temples also imposed dress code for men too, but not all temples. In the year 2007 the 

Guruvoyoor temple allowed women to wear Salwar Kameez—which is a traditional dress of 

India.  Contrastingly I have seen men wearing Bermudas and shorts while entering temples. 

Even temples are not safe places of worship.   

The incident at a famous Kashi Vishwanatha temple in Kanchipuram did shock the 

nation as a whole.  Here the priest in the thirtham the holy water did mix sedative substance 

and seduced innocent devotees. His sexcapadewas recorded by him on his mobile and he 

blackmailed the gullible and the innocent women. Finally, he was arrested.   
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There are well defined rituals and practices for women in India.  The KarvaChauth in 

Northern India, Bheemana Amavasya in South India are a case in point.  It would be merrier 

if men were to do pooja for getting good wife, children and lead a harmonious life. 

Every year around 200 to 250 women are lynched in the name of satan or witch. A 

close observation reveals that these women are lynched because they are single, widowed, 

having property or voiced against the traditional or established norms. The average statistics 

is very shocking.   

1. Jharkand—50 – 60 

 

2. Andhra Pradesh—30  

 

3. Haryana -20 (per year) 

 

In the name of honour killings lynching also takes place. 

Marriage is considered as one of the sacraments of every Hindu.  Surprisingly women 

who have taken to the path of God realization have either remained single or even if they 

have been married have undergone untold troubles.  The GodavariMathaji of Bengal in the 

1940s or the present Ananda MurthiGurumaa of Haryana were and are single and had/has a 

huge following. After initial struggles these sanyasins had to prove their mettle in the male 

dominant society. 

The lives of Lalleshwari or LallDed of Kashmir (14
th

 century) or Meera have also 

undergone untold suffering in the name of marriage.  LallDed like likeAkkamahadevi the 

saint of Karnataka walked naked on the streets, proclaiming her love to Shiva, thereby 

defying all the norms of the society. Meera was sent to Bhutalaya when she refused to 

consummate her marriage with the king Bhojaraj. The rishi parampara in India seem to have 

struck a golden mean in balancing marriage and god realization. Sage Vashishta and 

Arundati’s marriage and sage Yagnavalkya marrying Katyaini and Maitree are telling 

examples of marriage and God realization. 

To take up sanyas ---to give up worldly life for the life of God realization –has also 

been a major battle for women. MathaSharada Devi was scoffed at when her consort Sri 

RamaKrishna Paramahamsa declared her as the voice of God.  Her relatives taunted and 

spiked at her.  The present sanyasini Mata Amrutanandamayi also had undergone untold 
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torture at the hands of her people while she was meditating.  Furthermore, a study in Shillong 

in 2002 by an elected church leader Saptawini shows that women pursuing theology in 

Christianity reach a dead end in their career.  As 70% of Wgirls pursue studies in theology 

face unforeseen difficulties in entering church and its related services. Men here easily get 

entry into the above mentioned services. In Jain community if a woman takes up sanyas that 

day is celebrated as a festival. 

Despite these barriers many women have fought their battles and stormed the so 

called bastion of men as well.  In Aurangabad in 2005 a group of women got together and 

performed the funeral rites for the deceased. Some women have also donned the role of 

priesthood in Northern India as well. In Tamil Nadu atErumanayakam Patti a group of tribal 

women revolted against their traditional attire of not wearing blouses.  A lady Achagam led 

the revolt. 

Conclusion 

Shall we look at the issue from transcendental level.  God has been worshipped in 

both the forms that is form and formless. The absolute as perceived by the rishis of India is 

beyond body mind and intellect that is-- tat twamasi a Vedic declaration meaning thou art 

that. This Vedic declaration means the absolute is beyond sex, gender, caste or creed. The 

shiva and shakti that is prakruti and purusha do not discriminate or emphasize any one aspect. 

But celebrate life in all forms features and characteristics. Unfortunately, these ideals are yet 

to percolate in the practical realm. 
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